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. The Weekly Sift Read on blog or Read:

Turning Point or Tipping Point?

% By weeklysift on January 26, 2026

This week has also seen a number of hopeful signs. In saying that, I know how naive I
sound. People of good will have been looking for hopeful signs for 11 years now. [2] Again
and again, we have heard events described as turning points, as moments when Trump had
finally gone too far and would be swept away by public revulsion. Again and again, the
moment passed. Maybe it will pass again.

If there is a difference this time, it's that the consequences of rolling over and doing nothing
are more obvious than they’ve ever been. If Trump’s goon squads can murder people in the
streets, tell lies obviously contradicted by the video evidence, and then paint their victims
as “domestic terrorists” or “assassins” who deserve what they got — then quite likely we
have passed a tipping point. There may be no going back without violent revolution and
civil war.

{..}

We're not the only ones watching to see what happens in this moment. Trump is watching
too.

Here are the signs I'm paying attention to. You could respond to any single one of them by
saying: “We've seen this before and it came to nothing.” But this time they are all happening
at once. [3] :

The lockstep support Trump’s Worst outrages have been receiving from
Republicans in Congress is starting to crack.

No elected Republican I'm aware of is openly denouncing what the regime is doing in
Minnesota, calling ICE’s murders by their proper name, or pointing out that the violence in
Minneapolis is almost entirely instigated by ICE rather than the protesters. But a number- -
are publicly saying that there is something to explain here. They are calling for a real
investigation rather than a cover-up, and seem open to the possibility that the answers will
not be pleasant. - :

Some are challenging the wisdom 6f the regime’s immigration strategy. Oklahoma " -
Governor Kevin Stitt observed that “Nobody likes the feds coming to their states.” Kentucky
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Rep. James Comer suggested that it’s unwise to launch an immigration crack-down without
the state and local governments’ support. He believes that cities will be so much better
after undocumented immigrants have been expelled that the voters in places like
Minneapolis will be envious. (Try it and see, I say. I think it's Comer who will be surprised.)

None of this is rebellion. But it’s also not reflexive repetition of regime propaganda. That’s a
change.

The mainstream media has begun reporting the truth with much less
hedging.

ington Post editorial board begins its call for congressional action to rein Trump
in with “The unjust killing of Alex Pretti ...”. The injustice of the killing is treated as a fact
we can all see, not a contention made by “Democrats” or “critics” or “activists”. The New
York Times analyzed the regime’s response like this:

Even as videos emerged that contradicted the government’s account, the Trump
administration was in a race to control the narrative around the killing of Mr. Pretti, a
registered nurse with no criminal record who was pinned down when immigration
agents opened fire and killed him. The rush to blame Mr. Pretti and exonerate the
immigration agents — even while officials were still gathering the facts — deviates
entirely from the way law enforcement investigations are normally carried out.

Videos taken by eye-witnesses don’t “appear” to contradict the government’s account,
they do contradict it. The contradiction is not something Democrats “contend” or critics
“charge”. The NYT is testifying in its own voice rather than striking a listen-to-both-sides
pose. This is a change. They seem to be taking seriously the point made on social media
by Katie Mack: ;

A reminder to the news media: “conflicting accounts” is what you say BEFORE the
incontrovertible video evidence appears. After that, your job isto ask why one side is
lymg, not to repeat the lie and pretend no one knows the truth.

On the other side, Fox News is doubling down, headlining “The far-left network that helped

. put Alex Pretti in harm’s way, then made him a martyr”. Fox's crack investigative reporters
have discovered that the resistance in Minneapolis is organized, uses messaging apps to

- communicate, and keeps a database of ICE sightings — all things that resistance organizers

‘will proudly tell you themselves. But Fox sees something sinister in this. Meanwhile, The

Atlantic covers the same set of facts with an air of admiration rather than fear. No one is

trying to hide how organized the resistance is.

‘No doubt you will hear similar rhetoric from your MAGA contacts, and maybe you will be

frustrated that nothing seems to break through their silo of Trump-think. But this kind of -
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propaganda plays differently when the mainstream media is telling a clear opposing story
rather than hemming and hawing, as it so often has before.

Democrats in the Senate look ready to take a stand.

Counting on Chuck Schumer has been a risky strategy in the past, but he’s saying the right
things now. In particular, he’s balking at passing funding for DHS without additional riders
that control ICE’s abuses.

Senate Democrats will not allow the current DHS funding bill to move forward. ...
People should be safe from abuse by their own government. Senate Republicans must
work with Democrats to advance the other five funding bills while we work to
rewrite the DHS bill. This is the best course of action, and the American people are on
our side.

It remains to be seen how principled and effective Senate Democrats can be, and whether
the restrictions they put on ICE will be meaningful. At a minimum they can make
Republicans defend ICE masking its agents, asking US citizens for their papers, breaking
into homes without judicial warrants, and avoiding investigations when they kill someone.

If a partial government shutdown results, I think Schumer is right that the American people
will stand with Democrats as they try to bring a rogue agency under lawful control.

I think the House passing DHS funding last week was an incredibly negative moment for
the Democratic Party. If all Democrats had voted with the handful of Republicans in
opposition, the bill would not have passed. Results like these are demoralizing: What's the
point of voting for Democrats if they won’t take a stand when they have the chance?

Those Democrats who support DHS funding to avoid seeming like they are against “law
enforcement” are boosting the regime’s propaganda. The whole point of blocking DHS

funding is that ICE is not enforcing laws, it’s breaking laws.
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Clergy of many faiths came to Minneapolis Friday to participate in the resistance.

The religious left has grabbed the momentum away from the religious
right.

I have a somewhat biased point of view here: The senior minister of my church (First
Parish Unitarian Universalist in Bedford, Massachusetts) answered an interfaith call for
clergy to come to Minneapolis for Friday’s protests and general strike. By Sunday, he was
back to report on his experiences.

The Religion News Service reports that hundreds of ministers answered the call. Many of
them participated in the organized activities that Fox News found so suspicious: ride-
alongs with ICE observers, blowing whistles to tell the community about an ICE presence,
packing food to deliver to non-White families that are afraid to leave their homes
(independent of their legal status, since ICE doesn’t seem to care). Here’s one experience:

ICE agents surrounded one of the women from the minivan and instructed the
pastors to get back. [Rev. Dan] Brockway [an American Baptist minister from upstate
New York] standing behind the other faith leaders, began livestreaming the
encounterto his church’s Facebook page.

When those ministers go home, their congregations will be radicalizing also.
The religious left is also turning up the heat in other ways, most notably by repeating the
teachings of Jesus, which MAGA Christianity has completely turned its back on.

The resistance in Minneapolis is inspiring.

This may in fact be the most encouraging development of all. It's one thing to turn out large
crowds of people for one-day demonstrations like No Kings. That's happened before, all the
way back to the Women’s March in 2017.

But what's happening in Minneapolis is on another level entirely: Ordinary people are
getting together with their neighbors to plan activities and carry them out. They're
watching the streets for ICE raids, taking videos of arrests, watching schools so that non-
White children don’t vanish without a trace, delivering food and medicine to families afraid
to leave their homes, and in general looking after their at-risk neighbors.

The Atlantic repbrts:

But behind the violence in Minneapolis—captured in so many chilling photographs in

recent weeks—is a different reality: a meticulous urban choreography of civic

protest. You could see traces of it in the identical whistles the protesters used, in their
- chants, in their-tactics, in the way they followed ICE agents but never actually blocked

them from detaining people. Thousands of Minnesotans have been trained over the

past year as legal observers and have taken part in lengthy role-playing exercises

where they rehearse scenes exactly like the one I witnessed. They patrol
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neighborhoods day and night on foot and stay connected on encrypted apps such as
Signal, in networks that were first formed after the 2020 killing of George Floyd.

Fox News reporters see a vast and threatening “Antifa” conspiracy here, while
the Murdoch-owned New York Post looks for funding networks they can trace back to
George Soros or some other Elder of Zion.

But the tactics and practices of ICE resistance have been developing all year, from Los
Angeles to Portland to Chicago. Protesters are getting trained in the same way that Martin
Luther King’'s and Mahatma Gandhi’s movements trained people in non-violence. The
discipline and forbearance they have shown in the face of outrageous provocation is
remarkable.

What's happening here is that ordinary American people are defending their
neighborhoods and defending their neighbors. They are coming together in cells of folks
who are learning to trust one another and work together.

The regime wants Americans to feel isolated and fearful, to sit in their social media silos
and beg for Big Brother’s protection from Antifa or Venezuelan gangsters or whatever
other bogeyman they are projecting this week. But the resistance movement is teaching
people to trust one another and rely on one another. It is teaching people to love their
neighbors and defend “the least of these” against bullying from those in power.

That's been a radicalizing message for thousands of years, and it’s getting out again.
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~ MORNING SHOTS

A BULWARK NEWSLETTER

Wednesday, January 21, 2026

Mark Carney Sounds Like a Great American

by William Kristol

As Andrew writes above, the most important speech at Davos yesterday was by
Canada'’s Prime Minister, Mark Carney. It was not just an excellent speech. It was a
very American one.

We citizens of the United States know that everything good doesn’t come from within our
own borders. The Capitol contains not only a statue of Abraham Lincoln, but also a bust of
Winston Churchill. Our students study The Federalist Papers—and also John Locke and
Montesquieu. Our orchestras perform Leonard Bernstein and George Gershwin—and also
Mozart and Rossini. We read Herman Melville and Mark Twain—and also Jane Austen and
Tolstoy. Our art museums maintain and display the works of Norman Rockwell and
Edward Hopper—and also Rembrandt and Cezanne. We watch Casablanca and High
Noon—and also British crime dramas on Britbox (or, if your tastes are a little darker,
Scandinavian ones on MHz Choice).

We in the United States have understood the foolishness of xenophobia. We have
understood that a crabbed or defensive nationalism doesn’t lead to decency or
greatness. We know, as they say, that you don’t have a nation if you don’t have
borders, but we also know that you can't have a great nation if you have only borders,
and if you're not open to the contributions from the rest of mankind. ;

And so at a time when ho_nesty and wisdom are in short supply here at 7hor’ne, we should
be especially grateful for candor and enlightenment from abroad. Which brings us to our
neighbor to the north. : : »
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What did Prime Minister Carney say yesterday, in Davos? You can (and should!) set aside

less than twenty minutes to watch his speech. Or you can read the whole thing here.
But here’s one of the more important passages:

Today, I'll talk about the rupture in the world order, the end of a nice story and the
beginning of a brutal reality where geopolitics among the great powers is not subject
to any constraints. . . .

But let's be clear-eyed about where this leads. A world of fortresses will be poorer,
more fragile and less sustainable. . . .

American hegemony helped provide public goods: open sea lanes, a stable financial
system, collective security and support for frameworks for resolving disputes. . . .

And there’s another truth: if great powers abandon even the pretense of rules and
values for the unhindered pursuit of their power and interests, the gains from
“transactionalism” will become harder to replicate. Hegemons cannot continually
monetize their relationships.
Now, Carney is speaking as prime minister of Canada, not (unfortunately!) as president
of the United States. So he focuses on what Canada and other middle powers can do in
this new world.

But | also submit to you that other countries, particularly middle powers like Canada,
are not powerless. They have the capacity to build a new order that embodies our
values, like respect for human rights, sustainable development, solidarity,
sovereignty and territorial integrity of states. . ..

We believe that from the fracture, we can build something better, stronger, more just.
This is the task 6f the middle powers. . ..

The powerful have their power. But we have something too—the éapacity to stob
 pretending, to name reality, to build our stréngth at home and to act together.

.That is Canada’s path. We choose it openly and confidently.
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And it is a path wide open to any country willing to take it with us.
Carney is laying out a path for Canada and other nations similarly situated. He’s doing
what he can do as that nation’s prime minister. But the truth is that Canada and other
middle powers can only do so much to save civilization in a world of unconstrained
hegemons.

And Carney knows that. Surely he wants us in the United States to listen to what he’s
saying. Surely he hopes that his words may spur us to rethink, to decide that it is not too
late to reverse course, not too late to build anew after the fracture, that a path of
strength and responsibility is still open to us as well.

The obvious question raised by Carney’s speech for the United States is this: Is such a path
of strength and responsibility now irreparably closed to us? Yes, the rupture is real and
damaging. But is the United States irreversibly lost? Can we not recover from our self-
inflicted wound? Is it beyond the capacity of the United States to once again be an

admirable nation and a responsible great power?
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