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FLISA Member Meeting Agenda
FLISA 2026 Summer Meeting— Park Place Hotel, Traverse City, MI—
Courtyard Room 1 & 2—Friday, June 18th at SAM
(Breakfast on your own)

Please bring your laptop/device for Committee Work.

NAFIS Director of Communications, Anne O’Brien, will be attending our meetings as her time
permits to introduce herself and provide a brief NAFIS overview and answer questions.

Agenda At-A-Glance

I.  Welcome - Christine Walker
.  Introductions - Christine Walker
lll.  FLISA Executive Director’s Report and Legislative Update - Tom Schneider
IV. Review and Update and/or Reaffirm FLISA Mission/Vision and Guiding Principles of
FLISA - Christine Walker
V. ACTION ITEM: Approval of minutes from FLISA Fall Meeting at NAFIS Conference -
Sarah Wedge
VI. ACTION ITEMS: Treasurer and Bookkeeper Report - Approve FY27 Budget/Appoint
Treasurer- Jerry Ellender and Cathie Pezanoski
VI.  NAFIS Board and NAFIS Update - Craig Hutcheson, Christine Walker and Anne O’Brien
VIIL. NAFIS LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY - Tom Schneider
IX. Committee Work and Updates - Mike McEIduff, Bob Reichert, Mark Cross
X. Technology Update - Tom Schneider
Xl. Member Presentation “Solving Space” - Steph Long
Xll. Nominations for FLISA Recognition - Tom Schneider
Xlll.  Next NAFIS Conference and FLISA Meeting Dates/Locations - Tom Schneider
XIV. Miscellaneous/Reminders - Tom Schneider
XV. Adjournment



Detailed Agenda

1. Welcome - Christine Walker
1l Introductions of FLISA Board, Past-Presidents and Attendees - Christine Walker

Name, Title, Location, and Impacted Land
Recognition of New Attendees

Current FLISA Board (voting members) consists of:

Christine Walker (President thru March 2028, Past-Pres thru March 2030),
Jason Misner (Vice-President thru March 2028),

Jerry Ellender* (Treasurer thru March 2027),
*Retains Non-Voting Member-at-Large Status after this appointment

Sarah Wedge (Secretary thru March 2027),

Frank Sheboy (Past President thru March, 2028)

Mike McElduff Advocacy Chairperson (Thru March, 2026)

Sally Crowser—Advocacy Committee Member-At-Large (Co-Chairperson) (Thru March, 2026)
Bob Reichert*** Membership Chairperson (Thru March, 2026)

Brooke Hazel-Massieux—Membership Committee Member-At-Large (Co-Chairperson) (Thru
March, 2026)

Mark Cross Messaging Chairperson (Thru March, 2026)

Kevin Feeney—Messaging Committee Member-At-Large (Co-Chairperson) (Thru March, 2026)

Non-Voting Members
Bookkeeper: Cathie Pezanoski (Past President)

Past-Presidents:
Terry Tamblyn, Tom Madden, Sandy Doebert, Tom Davenport, Tom Schneider , Bob

Reichert***, Craig Hutcheson, Mark Naugle, Cathie Pezanoski

Section 3 By-Laws Excerpt:

a. Terms of Office: Executive Board members shall be elected at large for two-year terms with the exception of the
member elected to the office of President who shall serve a four-year term, two years as President, followed by two
years as Immediate Past President. [...] Executive Board members shall be elected at the spring meeting. The
President, Vice-President and At Large Members shall be elected during even numbered years. The Secretary, and
Treasurer shall be elected during odd numbered years. Newly elected Executive Board Members shall take office upon
the conclusion of the final FLISA meeting of the spring NAFIS conference.

. FLISA Executive Director’s Report — Tom Schneider

A. Overview--Welcome

B. This is a member-led organization...we work together in advocacy.

C. The success of this meeting is what you do between meetings to advocate for the
goals of Impact Aid and FLISA

D. Legislative Update: Presentation on Current and Projected Political Environment

and FLISA Response
E. FLISA Swag (Shirts) Discussion (Cathie Peznowski)



Iv. Review and Update and/or Reaffirm FLISA Mission/Vision and Guiding Principles of
FLISA — Christine Walker

Our Mission: To ensure the reimbursement of funds lost due to the federal government's removal of land from local
tax rolls, paid to eligible public school districts, with 100 percent of the revenue used for the education of students.

Vision: Advancing towards 100% full-funding for the 7002 program.

Guiding Principles:

IS Section 7002 Impact Aid Funds will be distributed in a fair and equitable manner,
] Membership in the FLISA Organization will be expanded,

° Safeguard the financial interests of all Section 7002 Impact Aid districts.

V. ACTION ITEM: Approval of minutes from FLISA Fall Meeting at NAFIS Conference—Sarah

Wedge
Posted on the FLISA website

VI. ACTION ITEMS: Treasurer and Bookkeeper Report/Appoint Treasurer—Cathie
Peznowski/lerry Ellender
A. Approve: FY 27 Budget Update

Goal is to have one-year of expenses on hand.

Includes Miscellaneous Line-Item ($600) for Awards/Recognition

Membership: 71 Members

Membership Invoice and “Why Join” Flyer to Go Out Soon

Dues to Bookkeeper at Ottawa, IL Address

Congratulations on the retirement of Jerry Ellender

B. Approve Treasurer through March 2027

Vil. NAFIS Board and NAFIS Update— Craig Hutcheson/Christine Walker/Anne O’Brien
Update on NAFIS Organization

Fly-In Update (Thanks to April Moore and Mike McElduff)

NAFIS Conference: Suggestions? Call for Presenters

Share Your District’s Newest Initiatives with NAFIS Staff for publication

Anticipated NAFIS Dues Increase Delayed

Note that some changes to the NAFIS Closing Reception have been discussed to begin
in 2027. More details to follow as the date gets closer.

e Forkenbrock Scholarship (Christine Walker)

VIIl.  NAFIS LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY - Tom Scheider

Review of 119" Congress and FY 26 NAFIS Appropriations Ask History and FY 27 Ask Discussion
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From Jayson Schimmenti in February 3™ e-mail on the NAFIS FY 27 Ask:

NAFIS board discussed our impact aid funding request for FY27. They opted to request an increase
of $71.5 million, consistent with our FY25 and FY26 asks. Attached is an updated draft letter
reflecting the $5 million increase in Impact Aid funding.

Schneider E-mail to President Walker May 22":

Reading the tea leaves on DC this summer will be somewhat challenging, but | again feel that we
need to be aggressive in our ask.

In fact, and I look forward to hearing your thoughts on this, I'm wondering if we need to take
some time considering being even more aggressive than the 3-4% range that keeps us within
NAFIS ask parameters. As 7003 district student numbers are falling; their requests are more
appropriately in this range.

But perhaps we should not be constrained by the NAFIS ask as our numbers are not falling and as
our previous increases have historically not kept up. Perhaps it is time for us to request a "catch

up." Just a thought.

[sic] However, this would mean asking for something greater than our other NAFIS partners.

From NAFIS Talking Points on Impact Aid Funding:

Advancing Toward Impact Aid Full Funding Act—September 5 from NAFIS Staff

The introduction of the updated Advancing Toward Impact Aid Full Funding Act in the House on Monday and hope to
have the Senate version dropped shortly after. We’re just waiting on the final sign-off from our Republican co-lead in
the Senate. As such, we wanted to request the official endorsement of the subgroups. Here is the breakdown of the
adjustments made to the bill this Congress.

e Sec. 7002 - Federal Property — the end goal is $250 million. This would cover about 25% of the unmet need. This
represents an increase of approximately $100 million over the last Congress, primarily to underscore our
commitment to the Federal property line, which has experienced limited growth in recent years, and to provide
clearer messaging for the bill as we establish a goal of 25% of the unmet need.

e Sec. 7003 - Basic Support —the end goal is $2,347,658,000, which would fully fund this line based on our
estimate of unmet need based on FY24 data from the Department. This is $105,988,246 less than the bill from last
Congress, which represents a decrease in federally connected students and thus a decrease in the unmet need in the
program.

e Sec. 7003(d) — Children with Disabilities — the end goal is $120 million. This is a slightly decreased and rounded-
off update of the $120,316,000 goal from last Congress for ease of messaging.

e Sec. 7007 — Construction - the end goal is $45 million. This is a slightly decreased and rounded-off update of the
$45,406,000 goal from last Congress for ease of messaging.
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FLISA (Unedited) Statement in Support of Advancing Toward Impact Aid Full Funding Act:

"This legislation represents the clearest path to making things right for the students, communities and taxpayers
impacted by a federal presence within their school boundaries. It is time to fully fix these problems that were created
for the past seven decades. This legislation is the best way to get it done, and now is finally the time."

--Tom Schneider, Executive Director FLISA

Impact Aid Caucus
e The bipartisan and bicameral Congressional Impact Aid Caucus, formerly the House and Senate Impact Aid

Coalitions, were established in the 1990s and have since led successful efforts to protect and prioritize the Impact Aid
program. There are nearly 100 current Members of Congress in the caucus, and we hope to continue to grow these
numbers. If you talk to a member who is not currently in the caucus, suggest that they join. It is an easy way to show
your support for federally impacted schools and Impact Aid.

o Contact JSchimmenti@nafisdc.org to join.

Department of Education NAFIS statement (See Attached)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U 0XAzUQUnw

Education Department to Vacate Headquarters Amid Downsizing Efforts

The U.S. Department of Education has announced plans to vacate its longtime
headquarters at the Lyndon B. Johnson Department of Education Building this August,
marking a significant development in ongoing federal efforts to reduce the agency's
footprint.

According to the Department, staff will relocate in phases to a smaller office space at 500
D Street NW. The move comes after substantial staffing reductions under the
administration of Donald Trump, which have reduced the agency’s workforce by roughly
half. Officials cited that nearly 70 percent of the headquarters space is currently unused.

Secretary of Education Linda McMahon framed the decision as part of a broader effort to
streamline federal operations and reduce costs, noting that the relocation is expected to
save more than $4 million annually in rent. The vacated building will be transferred to the
U.S. Department of Energy, which is expected to take over the space.

Future of the Department of Education
e NAFIS opposes any attempt to dismantle the U.S. Department of Education and is deeply concerned by the

Trump Administration's recent statements.
e Specifically, we are concerned that any reduction in staff at the Impact Aid office or transfer of authority over

the program will negatively impact the program and staff’s ability to disseminate payments in a timely manner and
provide necessary technical assistance to school districts.

IX. Committee Work and Updates
A. Advocacy Committee - Mike McElduff
e “Leave Behind Packets”
e Fairness in Education Funding Act*--GENIUS Idea Alert
*Still need a copy of actual legislative language.

Mike McElduff, Highland Falls: Rep. Ryan was looking for a co-sponsor (hopefully Republican) to
sign on to the Fairness in Education Funding Act. (Information Attached). Stephanie Long has
reached out to Rep. Bergman (R-Ml).
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Congressman Pat Ryan’s Fairness In Education Funding Act introduced in June 2025, aims to

protect Impact Aid for school districts that lose revenue due to the presence of tax-exempt federal lands.
The legislation ensures, in particular, that this funding remains stable during potential federal budgetary
changes. The legislation will protect the integrity of the Impact Aid program and keep its functioning intact
during the Trump years, despite Trump Administration attempts to dismantle the Department of Education
(for example, by issuing an executive order directly saying so, by firing department staff.

NAFIS Efforts with Rep. Ryan staff (E-mail from January 7, 2026):

Rep. Ryan’s staff. They are interested in doing more with this bill, but.it has been pushed down their to-do
list over the past few months by the other fires that keep popping up. We’re going to work with them on
shopping for more cosponsors and perhaps a Senate companion as they have more bandwidth.

B. Membership Committee - Bob Reichert
e Review “Why Join” Brochure sent in Membership Letters in June

C. Messaging Committee -Mark Cross
e Review Leave-behind and messaging for 119*" Congress/OMB
Invite a Senator to a School Opening-- GENIUS Idea Alert
e Town Hall Event to Spread Awareness of Impact Aid—GENIUS Idea Alert

After committee meetings need to have a plan for the committee’s
next steps between meetings and then include as attachments in the
AGENDA for the next meeting

The committee chairs will have more information to share at the General Membership
Meeting.

X. Technology Update: (Terry Tamblyn would remind you of this:)
e Student Photos with Reference to Federal Property for Website Reminder
e Share Stories with NAFIS For Publication
e Website Revision Clock Started (Thru Spring, 2027)

XI. Member Presentation “Solving Space” - Steph Long

Xil. Nominations for FLISA Recognition:
Extra Mile Award

Steph Long

Tim Page

Jerry Ellender

Other Suggestions for Fall, 2026



XIil.

Xiv.

Next FLISA Meeting Dates/Locations—Winter/Summer 2028

NAFIS Fall 2026 Conference: Hyatt Regency Capitol Hill—Saturday, September 19"
thru Wednesday, September 22"

FLISA Winter, 2027 Meeting, Hyatt Regency Clearwater, Florida—January 28-29th—
Registration Form Available June, 2026

Committee Work Thursday, January 28th —2PM-4PM

Board Meeting Thursday, January 28th —4PM-6PM

Membership Meeting Friday, January 29th —9AM-4PM

NAFIS Spring 2027 Conference: Hyatt Regency Capitol Hill—Saturday, March 13 thru
Wednesday, March 17

FLISA Summer, 2027 Meeting—June 24-25th—Nashville—
Committee Work Thursday, June 24"—2PM-4PM
Board Meeting Thursday, June 24" —4PM-6PM
Membership Meeting Friday, June 25'"—9AM-4PM

NAFIS Fall 2027 Conference: Hyatt Regency Capitol Hill—Saturday, September 18"
thru Tuesday, September 215t *

*Closing Reception Moved to Monday, September 20t

Hill Visit Day, Tuesday, September 21

FLISA Winter 2028 at Meeting, Hyatt Regency Clearwater, Florida—January 27-28th—
Registration Form Available June, 2027

Committee Work Thursday, January 27:"—2PM-4PM

Board Meeting Thursday, January 27" —4PM-6PM

Membership Meeting Friday, January 28"—9AM-4PM

Miscellaneous/Reminders:

Enhancing the FLISA Meeting Agenda —We are now looking for volunteers for 2027 Winter

Meeting, in Tampa/St. Pete in 2027.

Call for Presentations—Winter FLISA Meeting 2027

Do you have important best practices to share with the educator community? Are you an expert
on a cutting-edge issue in youth development or education? Can you captivate a crowd? Well,
it’s time to bring your ideas to a national audience —become a presenter at the FLISA Winter

Conference in Florida.

Reception

Top of the Park Room from 5-7PM—Guests Welcome

XV.

Adjournment



Section 7002 YTD FLISA Treasurer's Report
July 1, 2025 - May 17,2026

B
FY 27
Draft FY 26
Budget Budget
Revenue |
Membership Dues 60,000 54,750
Winter Conference 5,200 5,500
Summer Conference 4.400 | 4.500
Total Revenue __ 69,600 64,750
Expenditures
Executive Director
Compensation 20,000 20,000

Travel 8,000 8,000
Printing/Other 1,000 1,000
Subtotal 29,000 29,009
Bookkeeper

Compensation 5,000 5,000

Travel 8,000 8,000
Subtotal 13,000 13,000
Executive Committee

Printing 250 250
FISEF Grant 1,000 1,000
FLISA Awards 250 250
Legal Expenses -
Subtotal 1,500 1,000
FRO/MISA/NIISA Outreach (3)

Travel 4,000 4,000
Printing/Other 500 500
Subtotal 4,500 4,500
General Operations

Bank Charges 50 50
Website Development Maintenance 2,000 2,000

Software License 900 900

Printing 200 200

Miscellaneous 600 600
Subtoal 3,750 3,750
Winter Conference 5,200 5,500
Summer Meeting _ 4400 4,500
Subtotal 9,600 10,000

Total Expenditures 61,350 61,750
Net Income 8,250 3,500
Beginning Balance 41,865
Ending Balance 45,000
Winter Conference Revenue
Winter Conference Expenditures
Winter Conference Net Income
Summer Conference Revenue
Summer Conference Expenditures (4)
Summer Conference Net Income

C

FY 26 YTD

62,000
4,800
4,000

$70,800

10,000

8,198
125

18,323

2,500
4,168
6,668

351
500
192
1,043
3,140

3,140

4
480
810

274
1,568
6,196

996

7,192
37,934
$32,866
41,865

4,800

D E F G H
FY25 | FY 23-24| FY22-23 | FY21-22 | FY20-21 | FY19-20
Variance'| | Actuals | Actuals | Actual |. Actual Actual Actual
7,250 25,000 21,400 22,900 24,100 12,550 21,600
1,500 5,400 4,640 5,230 4,000 4,960
4,400 4,600 3.680 3.720 1,000 -
1,250 34,800 30,640 31,810 31,820 13,550 26,560
10,000 15,000 10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000
4,526 7,734 7,696 2,660 6,466 95 3,170
1,000 90 500 1,125 - 809 2,194
15,526 22,824 18,196 13,785 16,466 10,904 15,363
2,500 2,500
6,570 5,492 1,436
9,070 7,992
64 152 136 - - - -
500
58
2,240 1,012 - - - -
622 2,392 1,148 - - - -
1,771 3,524 3,806 - - - 500
500 302 500 500 500 - -
2211 3,826 4,306 500 500 - 500
46 - 30 385 209 12
1,700 1,250 7,577 8,035 440 588 617
90 665 815 702 712 228 755
200 200
424 326 289 234 1,335 132
2,460
6,583 6,719 7,740 2,753 2,000 3,676
4,674 4,498 4,672 858 - -
13,498 20,128 21,768 4,972 4,151 5,192
29,949 50,532 43,778 36,054 21,938 15,055 21,055
45,404 (15,732)] (13,138) (4,244) 9,882 (1,505) 5,505
41,865 57,597 70,735 74,979 65,097 66,602 | #REF!
41,865 57,597 70,735 74,979 65,097 | #REF!
5,400 4,500 5,230 4,000 - 4,960
5,883 6,500 7,740 2,753 2,000 3,676
(483)]  (2,000) (2,510) 1,247 (2,000) 1,284
4,400 4,500 3,680 3,720 1,000 -
4,674 4,500 4,672 858 - -
(274) - (992) 2,862 1,000 -

W 19 —

=

36
37
38

40
41

Section 7002 YTD FLISA Treasurer's Report
July 1,2025 - May 17, 2026

Just a note that these expenses don't include the final stipend payment for Tom and Cathie, travel reeimbursement for both of them for the summer conference :

i and final 8

summer conference e€xpenses.
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FLISA SCHOOLS

2026-27 MEMBERSHIP DUES INVOICE

School District: I
Address: I I
City, State, Zip Code:

Contact Person: I I
Title:

Phone: L

**E-mail Address:

**Please include your email address when returning this invoice. This will be used to send you important
Impact Aid-Section 7002 information and updates.

Membership Dues (based on schedule below) $I:__|

DUES SCHEDULE: In accordance with the FLISA bylaws, your annual membership payment for
2026-27 is based on the amount of 7002 revenue your district receives. We ask that your membership
dues be received by the Treasurer between July 1 and September 30.

DHstrigts rogetving $2. 000, U0 G TTIOTE 1D S OUE usmmrmenssnmssmsessssssonssmss s s s s s o s $2,500
Districts receiving $1,000,000 - $1,999,999 PEI YEAT.........ccceveererireeerieeereeriereeereereeee e eessesseseaeenas $2,000
Districts receiving $500,000 - $999,999 PEI YEAT.......ccccceerrerieririireeeinieiereriseeesieseesassesessessmaeseesassene $1,500
Districts receiving $250,000 = $499,999 PEI YEAL........c..cceveriereriereerieierirsereeeess e see e seese s ereseeseseneeeen $650
Districts receiving § 100,000 « S0 OO THE NN s000nameinssisssssmans s smes s vwomons 55 shssrsssmiss s s $350
Districts receiving $50,000 - $99,999 PET YEAL........cceevirererierrererereneieesieessstsssessesesesesesseseesesesessassesesens $100
Districts receiving $49,999 O 1SS PEI YEAT......cvcuirieriiieeieieiteieeteceeeest et eeeesrete s e eresesbeereeseessesesessenses $50

PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: FLISA/SECTION 7002

MAIL CHECK TO: FLISA/Section 7002
c/o Bookkeeper
2009 Eastlake Drive
Ottawa, IL 61350

Thank you for your past support of FLISA, the Federal Lands Impacted Schools Association. Your
membership and participation will help sustain our efforts to increase the Impact Aid funding
levels, educate decision makers, and ensure the continued reauthorization of the Impact Aid Law.

For additional information, please contact:
Tom Schneider, Executive Director at 219-545-10191 (schneiderthomasw@hotmail.com)




ER THE HEL BT NEWsSLE

Republicans rocked by Trump’s
midterm approach

Z]70 BY EMILY BROOKS AND JULIA MANCHESTER - 06/04/26 6:00 AMET ¢ [&

Republicans hoping to keep control of Congress in a tough election year have been thrown off-balance
by President Trump’s focus on foreign policy, pet projects, and statements dismissing the importance of

the midterms and cost-of-living issues.

To be sure, Trump’s team is putting its shoulder into the midterm operations. The president has helped
to catapult fundraising and clamp down on primary infighting that could distract from a unified
message.

But as Republicans were trying to roll out messaging on tax cuts, Trump’s actions in Iran dominated the
headlines and national attention. And Trump in recent weeks has outright said cost of living and keeping
control of Congress are not a part of the calculus in his approach to Iran — saying “I don’t think about
Americans’ financial situation” and “l don’t care about the midterms.”

That’s left some Republicans scratching their heads.

“Of course, that was frustrating,” one GOP operative said. “There is going to be a need to talk about the
economy no matter what, because that’s always going to be the top issue.”

Trump’s defenders note the president made the comments in the context of U.S. negotiations with Iran,
and Republicans publicly insist his team is active in the 2026 fight.

Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) said Wednesday that Trump is “absolutely” focused on the midterms. In a
three-hour meeting with the president Monday, Johnson said, “we talked about domestic policy almost

the entire time.”

“This president is more laser focused and more dialed in on domestic issues here in the homeland than
any president in memory,” Johnson said. “He spends more time working on domestic issues in one day

than Joe Biden did in four.”

The Republican National Committee (RNC) referred to Trump as “the party’s strongest messenger,
biggest turnout driver, and the key to Republican success in the midterms.”

“Since day one, President Trump has relentlessly worked on lowering costs, strengthening the economy,
and reversing the inflation crisis created by Joe Biden and Democrats. Americans are seeing the results, ;.. '[5
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«- AM: Does Trump care about the Republican majorities?

From Punchbowl News <team@punchbowl.news>
Date Wed 5/20/2026 4:12 AM
To schneiderthomasw@hotmail.com <schneiderthomasw@hotmail.com>

May 20, 2026

PUNCHBOWL NEWS.

AM

PRESENTED BY

With less than 24 weeks until Election Day, President Donald Trump seems
almost maniacally focused on doing and saying things that could harm
Republicans’ chances of keeping their House and Senate majorities in November.
With voters saying they're frightened by high prices and disappearing
healthcare coverage, Trump is building a new billion-dollar White House ballroom
and asking for taxpayer money to secure it. His administration announced
Monday that it was setting up a nearly $1.8 billion fund to compensate victims of
“weaponization and lawfare” under the Democrats, a move that shocked even
Republicans.

As gas prices skyrocket due to the unpopular war in Iran, Trump says it's a
“very small price to pay” as long as he believes the conflict is proceeding to his
liking.

The president is targeting GOP members and senators for defeat, even if it
makes it harder for Republicans to keep the seat.

Trump is dramatically reshaping the physical layout of the District of Columbia,
too, ordering up a massive celebratory arch near Arlington National Cemetery,
putting his face and name all over federal buildings, beginning to install a
championship golf course next to the Potomac and spending millions of dollars to
refurbish the Reflecting Pool on the National Mall.

Trump is pulling some U.S. combat troops out of Europe, pushing giant “Trump
battleships” for the Navy and even letting his Defense secretary campaign against
one of the president’s political opponents.

In sum, Trump appears to have all but given up any pretense that he’s concerned
about the increasingly fragile Republican majorities on Capitol Hill.

Let’s go deeper into the three most recent examples of Trump’s indifference:

1) Trump bucked Senate Majority Leader John Thune and top Senate
Republicans on Tuesday and endorsed scandal-plagued Texas Attorney General
Ken Paxton over Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas). Part of Trump’s rationale:
Paxton has been “extremely loyal” to him, and Cornyn was “very late in backing”
the president’s 2024 bid.

Trump has also succeeded in defeating Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-La.) and Rep.
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Thomas Massie (R-Ky.), two longtime Republicans who've antagonized him for
different reasons.

Senate Republicans, who gave Cassidy a standing ovation at their weekly party
lunch on Tuesday, were furious over Trump’s Paxton endorsement. But few
expressed it directly — perhaps out of a fear that they would become a Trump
victim themselves.

Instead, GOP senators privately griped about Trump forcing out one of their
most prolific fundraisers; Cornyn has raised more than $400 million for
Republican candidates and incumbents over his long Senate career. Many saw
the episode as Trump once again using Senate races to advance his personal
goals at the expense of the GOP majority, as he did during the 2021 Georgia
runoffs.

In this case, Trump essentially dangled a Cornyn endorsement to push
Republicans to end the filibuster and pass the SAVE America Act, a longtime
obsession of his. It wasn’t a coincidence that those two issues were at the top of
Trump’s Truth Social post backing Paxton. Senate Republicans spent $90 million
boosting Cornyn, in part to secure Trump’s endorsement. But in the end, Trump
unexpectedly called Paxton on Tuesday morning and said he would back the AG.
“Maybe he thinks that with the strength of a Trump endorsement, that Paxton
can win,” Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) said mockingly. “I think that this puts
that seat in jeopardy.”

Some Senate Republicans were passing around a clip of Vice President JD
Vance claiming that Cornyn wasn’t there for Trump “when it really counted.” They
scoffed at this assessment, noting that Cornyn served as the GOP whip during
the first Trump administration. Vance himself was a one-time Cornyn intern.

With Paxton expected to become the GOP nominee to take on state Rep. James
Talarico, Republicans are concerned that Texas could become a $1-billion race,
diverting precious resources from states like Georgia, Michigan, Maine and Ohio.
2) Trump seems intent on speaking publicly about the White House ballroom
project almost daily. Regardless of your views about the necessity of White
House renovations, it doesn’t take a political wiz to come to the conclusion that
now might not be the best time to brag about building a plush ballroom.

The White House desperately wants Congress to approve $1 billion for the
Secret Service to address various security needs. But that legislative push has
become inextricably intertwined with using taxpayer money to protect the
ballroom, making it nearly impossible to foresee Congress approving the money.
More on that below.

3) Trump’s Justice and Treasury departments have created a $1.776 billion fund
to compensate Americans who feel as if they've been targeted by a “weaponized”
Justice Department and federal agencies under Democrats. As part of this action,
DOJ also ensured that the IRS couldn't audit Trump and his family’s tax returns.
Thune then issued a rare rebuke of the president, saying he doesn’t see a
“purpose” for the fund and raising questions about how it would be used. Acting
Attorney General Todd Blanche insisted Tuesday that “anybody” could seek a
payout on claims of weaponization, including someone like Hunter Biden.

This is going to spark a major fight as Congress gears up to fund federal
agencies during the next few months. Thune said the fund must be fully vetted.
The question at hand: Should taxpayers foot a bill to compensate Trump allies
whom the president feels have been unfairly targeted by the Justice Department?
A group of five commissioners — four appointed by the administration and one by
Congress — will get to decide who gets paid off.

Consider this: Trump now has a Senate Republican Conference that includes
two senators he targeted for defeat, plus a handful of vulnerable Republicans who
are simply hoping to survive the midterms. Getting to 51 will be very difficult for
the rest of 2026.
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& Outlook

This year's U.S. House elections will be least competitive on record

From G. Elliott Morris <gelliottmorris@substack.com>

Date Tue 5/12/2026 6:34 AM
schneiderthomasw@hotmail.com <schneiderthomasw®@hotmail.com>
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Strength In Numbers

This year's U.S. House elections will
be least competitive on record
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Strength In Numbers is a reader-supported newsletter on polling, elections,
and democracy. These Tuesday Deep Dives are for paying members. If you
want more data-driven independent political journalism, join the community
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as a paying subscriber for $10/month or $90/year.

Upgrade to support Strength In Numbers

One programming/framing note: The numbers in this piece are depressing,
and frankly, they're likely to keep getting worse before they get better. |
understand that this can be demoralizing to people, but there’s no way
around the data here; putting this down on paper is the only way to be
specific about what’s happening, which is required for identifying a fix for
the underlying problem. So stick with me.

In 1976, the U.S. House of Representatives had 101 “structurally
competitive” congressional districts. By “structurally competitive,” | mean
seats that either party had a reasonable chance of winning in an electoral
cycle that was perfectly tied nationally — those seats where the Democratic
Party's vote margin was within 5 points of the vote margin for the Demoratic
nominee for president in the most recent election.

Last November, in contrast, the number of competitive seats was just 42.
Under the new partisan gerrymanders that Republicans and Democrats (but
mostly Republicans) have passed for the 2026 midterms, the number falls

to a new all-time-low of 33.

That's right: Just 33 out of 435 — less than 8% — of districts were decided

by less than 5 points, in terms of partisan lean, last year.

Put another way, sixty-seven percent of the country’s structurally
competitive House seats have disappeared in the last fifty years.

This first chart shows the long slide toward “safe-seat democracy.”

https://outlook.live.com/mail/inbox/id/AAKALgAAAAAAHYQDEapmEc2byACqAC%2FEWg0AVkpV Ys4AJUGW SHcajLpKUAAIMXCjRWAA Pag{k !51
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Competitive seats were common through the 1970s, 1980s, and early
1990s. They started to vanish after the 1992 election, with another sharp
decline after Barack Obama'’s election in 2008 and the increasing
relationship between white racial identity and voting Republican across the
LL.S.

Competitive House seats are vanishing
U.S. House districts whose presidential margin lands within 5 points of the national result.
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The new maps — the enacted mid-decade redraws in California, Florida,
Missouri, North Carolina, Ohio, Tennessee, Texas, and Utah, plus the likely
Callais-driven changes in Alabama and Louisiana — would cut the count
from 42 to 33 if we hold the 2024 presidential terrain constant. Because
presidential partisanship was not as intense before the 1970s, when data for
this series ends, it is reasonable to assert that the House is the lest
competitive it has ever been in the history of the United States.

And Republicans aren't finished. More on that below.

The unfortunate reality of American democracy today is that legislators are
less responsive to the concerns of regular citizens than they perhaps have
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June 4, 2026

PUNCHBOWL NEWS.

AM

No topline deal in sight for Senate appropriations

Senate Appropriations Committee Republicans are trudging ahead next week with

FY2027 funding markups — with or without Democrats.

After GOP appropriators scrapped the three markups planned for Thursday, they're
aiming to get back on track next week. This comes as Senate Appropriations

Chair Susan Collins (R-Maine) and the panel’s ranking member Patty

Murray (Wash.) remain billions of dollars apart on a topline figure for all 12 annual

spending bills.

Both sides are digging in, which will make it challenging to reach a bipartisan
agreement or avoid a continuing resolution by the Sept. 30 funding deadline.

It's unclear whether Senate Democrats will support the appropriations bills during the
markups without a topline number. President Donald Trump wants to boost defense
spending to $1.5 trillion, but Democrats won't go along with that without an increase in

domestic spending.

“We do not have an agreement on the topline,” Murray said when asked if Democrats

would support any of the bills heading for a markup.

Murray noted that she hasn't agreed to the subcommittee allocations Collins has given
out. Collins countered that she doesn’t need Murray’s approval. The lack of agreement,
though, shows Democrats may not support the individual bills.

Collins told us it would be a “strange choice” if Democrats didn't agree to the bills
because they've been “fully involved drafting the subcommittee bills.” A Democratic
committee aide rebuffed that assertion and said it's unfortunate Republicans have
decided to move forward without bipartisan agreement.

“| don't think they really want to end up in a continuing resolution,” Collins said.

Pushing ahead. Senate Republican appropriators plan to try to markup the FY2027
Commerce-Justice-Science, Legislative Branch and Agriculture-FDA bills next week,

according to multiple sources familiar with the schedule.

Those bills were originally on deck for markups on Thursday, but Collins postponed the
meeting due to Republican concerns about Trump’s “anti-weaponization” fund.
Democrats were planning to push amendments regarding potential payouts to alleged

21
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victims of wrongful actions by the Justice Department. The administration now says it
is abandoning the fund.

Senate appropriators could also markup the FY2027 Military Construction-VA and
Interior-Environment bills next week. Sen. John Boozman (R-Ark.), the author of the
MilCon bill, said his markup is still on schedule.

Boozman said he’s been working on making a bipartisan bill, but he acknowledged that
Democrats may not agree to any funding bills without a topline agreement. MilCon-VA is
typically one of the least controversial and smallest appropriations bills.

“The question is, will they support any bill?” Boozman said.

Across the Capitol: House GOP appropriators held full committee markups on
Wednesday of two FY2027 spending bills — Interior and THUD (Transportation, Housing
and Urban Development). The bills passed on party-line votes. GOP appropriators will
continue with subcommittee and full committee markups on Friday and next week,
despite the lack of a spending deal.

— Samantha Handler and John Bresnahan
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June 9, 2026

PUNCHBOWL NEWS.

AM

The Senate Appropriations Committee is
unraveling

Everything is getting worse for Senate appropriators, as Republicans forgo markups for
the second week in a row while negotiations over FY2027 funding have stalled out.
Senate Appropriations Committee Chair Susan Collins (R-Maine) announced Monday
night that the panel wouldn’t hold any markups this week “because Democratic
committee leaders have made clear they are not willing to work with us to pass fiscal

year 2027 appropriations bills.”

Collins made the statement after Senate GOP appropriators huddled Monday night to
decide if they could move forward on markups with Democrats. Collins already had
to cancel these markups last week. :

Senate appropriators have made little progress ahead of the Sept. 30 deadline to fund
the federal government, as the two sides move even farther apart. Democratic
appropriators also met on Monday, and they’re digging in on their demands to lower

defense spending.

Senate Democrats are unlikely to support any appropriations bills without an agreement
on FY2027 toplines. Sen. Patty Murray (Wash.), the panel’s top Democrat, said Monday
that she and Collins were still “miles apart” on a topline spending agreement

despite trading offers over the weekend. Democrats won't go along with

President Donald Trump'’s massive $1.5 trillion defense spending request without an
increase for non-defense spending.

Murray added that Democrats were planning a slew of amendments during the
markups on the anti-weaponization fund, gas prices and the WIC food program. Some
of those amendments may have passed with GOP support, which would've created
problems for Republicans. Murray emphasized Monday night that she’s working in
“good faith” toward a topline agreement.

Sen. John Kennedy (R-La.) said he believes the government could shut down again this
fall, arguing that Democrats think they'll be in a better position after November.

“They do not want appropriation bills,” Kennedy said. “They do want to shut down the
government, and they think they're going to take the House and maybe the Senate and 2 3
get a better deal.” 23
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Protect your funding. Learn to Advocate. Be informed. Join FLISA.

The Federal Lands Impacted Schools Association (FLISA) Mission

The Mission of National 7002 Impacted Schools is to secure federal funding which
reimburses eligible districts for tax revenue lost due to the federal government’s
removal of land from the local tax rolls; such revenue to be used for the public
education of students.

Reasons to join FLISA

Membership dues enable FLISA to advocate on Capitol Hill for public education and
specifically the Federal Properties portion (section 7002) of the Impact Aid program.
The new administration has identified the Federal Properties section as a target for
elimination. Your membership, and advocacy efforts from other FLISA members and
the NAFIS family, are critical for sustaining your District’s annual program funding.
Your membership dollars help provide the resources FLISA needs to increase funding
levels and move toward a fully funded program. Currently, section 7002 Federal Lands
funding is funded approximately 7 cents on the dollar.

You will have a say and vote when it comes to new initiatives, budgets, funding
formula changes, etc.

You will have access to resources necessary to keep fully up to date on the program
and your district’s funding.

Section 7002 Federal Properties is the smallest section of the Impact Aid program. We
need to continue to grow our membership to have a strong voice for our districts.
The law that provides for Impact aid funding gets re-authorized and updated
periodically which includes proposed changes to the funding formula. Proposed
updates are written by the 7002 members. Becoming a member and being involved
protects your district’s funding and future financial interests.

How to Become a Member of FLISA

School leaders looking to protect their Impact Aid Funding can join FLISA by
completing our membership form sent annually or contacting the FLISA Executive
Director, Tom Schneider directly at:

schneiderthomasw@hotmail.com or 219-545-1011. Information is also available on
our website: www.FLISA.org.
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FLISA Talking Points for March 2026 Hill Visits

FLISA Members — This is not a handout but talking points for communicating with members of Congress and staff. The
NAFIS Hill Meeting Tips on the back may also be helpful. At the Hill meetings, please share the new FLISA handout.

Introduction and Purpose

1. We are here to explain and answer any questions about Federal Impact Aid and ask for your support for funding.

2. Explainimpaction for each district (federal land, percentage, etc.). What would you lose without it? Tell your story.

3. We want to make sure the program stays in place and maintain this critical source of funding for our students and
taxpayers. Unlike some programs, we must have congressional support each year to maintain this program.

Federal Impact Aid Background
Federal Impact Aid is the nation’s oldest K-12 federal education program, and it is essential for all students.

Since 1950, Congress has provided efficient and flexible funding to local schools and kids with bipartisan support.
Impact Aid reimburses school districts for the lost revenue associated with nontaxable federal property.
This land is owned by the federal government, making that land exempt from local property taxes for schools.
To be eligible, a district must have 10 percent or more of its total taxable value owned by the federal government.

00 7N fon o s

Student Impact and the National Associations

9. There are 1,100 federally impacted school districts that educate approximately 8 million public students.

10. Our association is the Federal Lands Impacted Schools Association (Section 7002), and FLISA represents
about 200 districts and 900,000 children that have federally owned land within their boundaries.

11. FLISA is part of the National Association of Federally Impacted Schools. NAFIS also includes Mid-to-Low LOT Schools
(MTLLS), Military Impacted Schools Association (MISA) and the National Indian Impacted Schools Association (NIISA).

Local Financial Implications

12. The Federal Impact Aid program has not been fully funded since 1969. In fact, our federally impacted school
districts receive on average about seven cents on the dollar of what would be received from local property taxes.

13. School districts are largely funded through local property taxes and since federal property is exempt from local
taxation, federally impacted school districts are at a serious financial disadvantage in funding their schools.

14. When new lands are added by the federal government, more schools share the same amount of funds, which
results in existing school districts each getting a smaller portion of the funding that is provided.

15. The impact of lost federal funding will result in a loss of educational programs, or a proportional increase in taxes at
the local level to offset the loss of funding, which many impacted school districts cannot do.

Why Our Children, Our Schools, and Our Taxpayers Need Federal Impact Aid

16. This is a critical revenue source for students and schools that is delivered and utilized efficiently and controlled locally.

17. Our communities rely on Federal Impact Aid to provide essential instruction and services, as well as partially offset
the loss of local property tax dollars. Our goal is to maintain educational services and avoid local tax increases.

Our Request for Your Support of Our Students and Section 7002 Schools

18. We are asking for the support of $83.5 million in Section 7002 funding for FY27, an increase of $3.5 million.

19. The Federal Impact Aid Program staff in Washington, DC are essential to the program’s success.

20. For those not already a member, please consider joining the bipartisan Congressional Impact Aid Caucus for the 119%
Congress. Please contact Jayson Schimmenti at JSchimmenti@nafisdc.org to sign up or if you have any questions.

21. Please also consider supporting the bipartisan and bicameral Advancing Toward Impact Aid Full Funding Act.
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HILL MEETING TIP SHEET

Your goal is to become a trusted resource for your Member of Congress and their staff, and to develop

a strong supporter of Impact Aid.

PREPARING FOR THE MEETING

Use the NAFIS website, nafisdc.org, to
increase your familiarity with Impact Aid.

Do your homework by identifying your Member
of Congress”:

¢ Committee Membership

o Impact Aid Caucus Membership

e Recent local newspaper articles

¢ Recent press releases

e Policy interests

e Space on the political spectrum

Prepare an example of how Impact Aid is
important for your school district.

Develop your message using the NAFIS Talking
Points and Pitch Worksheet.

Identify a group leader and plan what each
participant will contribute and when.

DURING THE MEETING

Be nonpartisan and stay positive.

Share your stories and connect them to the

interests of your Member of Congress. Be yourself

and bring your passion.

Be helpful and offer to get back to the Member
of Congress if you don’t have the answer to a
question.

Make your ask, using the NAFIS Talking Points to
tell your legislator what you want them to do.

e Tailor to the Member of Congress’ role

e Tailor to your expertise

Take time to listen and give your Member of
Congress and their staff the opportunity to respond.
¢ Ask, “How can we help you?”
e Ask, “What is your boss’s position?”

AFTER THE MEETING

Follow up on any promises made - unanswered
questions, statistics, resources, etc.

Use social media to thank your
Congressperson for meeting with you and for
their support for Impact Aid
e Take photos at your meetings and share
them on social media, tagging the Member
of Congress you met with or whose staff
you met with
e Write a brief article for your school district
website and share that as well
¢ Include @NAFISschools and #ImpactAid so
we can amplify your message

Send a “"Thank You"” email
e Let the person you met with know you
appreciate their time and support
e Reiterate any talking points if necessary
e If the Member of Congress is not on the

Impact Aid Caucus, remind them to join by
sending an email to jschimmenti@nafisdc.org

e Invite them to visit your school district

Remember, advocacy is a long-term process
- the meeting is only the first step!

Keep NAFIS updated on your Impact Aid
advocacy throughout the year.

== National Association
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Federal Lands Impacted
Schools Association

Federal Lands Impacted
Schools Association

Education For Children, Fairness for Taxpayers

Educaion for Children, Fairness for Taxpayers

FLISA Winter Meeting 2027

THURSDAY, January 28, 2026—Committee Meetings As Scheduled (Between 2PM-4PM)
FRIDAY, January 29, 2027—9AM-4PM Eastern Time
Hyatt Regency Clearwater Beach Resort and Spa, 301 South Gulfview Blvd,
Clearwater Beach, Florida
CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM AND INVOICE

PLEASE PRINT/TYPE ALL INFORMATION:

School District:

Address:
Emergency
Phone: Contact Name/Phone:
Meeting Participants Name(s): E-Mail Address:

Conference Registration includes meeting room and a post meeting reception (open to attendees and
their guests). Breakfast will be on your own. No registration refunds will be given after January 1, 2027.

Conference Registration $200* X (Number of Participants) Total $
*Lunch will be provided.
Please mail your payment with this form by January 1, 2027 made payable to FLISA to:

FLISA—Attention: Bookkeeper
2009 Eastlake Drive
Ottawa, IL 61350

Hotel Reservations: Make your hotel reservations as early as possible. Hyatt Regency Clearwater Beach Resort
and Spa, 301 South Gulfview Blvd, Clearwater Beach, Florida. Meeting participants should use this link to reserve

their room under the group code: G-FDL1.

https://www.hyatt.com/events/en-US/group-booking/PIERC/G-FDL1

The rates of $279-$329 per night (plus tax) extend through the weekend should some of the meeting participants
want to stay in the area longer between Wednesday January 27* and Sunday, January 31%. Or, you can call
Central Reservations at (877) 803-7534 and request to be booked in the block named: FLISA Winter Meeting

2027. The hotel will only hold rooms thru Friday, January 1, 2027.
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Federal Lands [mpacted
Schools Association

Federal Lands Impacted
Schools Association

Education For Children, Fairness for Taxpayers

Education for Children, Fairness for Taxpayers

FLISA Summer Meeting 2027

THURSDAY, June 24, 2027—Committee Meetings As Scheduled (Between 2PM-4PM)
FRIDAY, June 25, 2027—9AM-4PM Central Time
Dream Nashville, By Hyatt—210 Fourth Avenue North, Nashville, TN 37219
CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM AND INVOICE

PLEASE PRINT/TYPE ALL INFORMATION:

School District:

Address:
Emergency
Phone: Contact Name/Phone:
Meeting Participants Name(s): E-Mail Address:

Conference Registration includes lunch and a post meeting reception (open to attendees and their
guests). Breakfast will be on your own. No registration refunds will be given after May 21, 2027.

Conference Registration $200* X (Number of Participants) Total $
*Lunch will be provided.

Please mail your payment with this form by May 21, 2027 made payable to FLISA to:

FLISA—Attention: Bookkeeper
2009 Eastlake Drive
Ottawa, IL 61350

Hotel Reservations: Make your hotel reservations as early as possible. Dream Nashville, by Hyatt, 217 Fourth Avenue North,
Nashville, TN. Meeting participants should use this link to reserve their room under the group code: G-FLSA.

https://www.hvatt.com/events/en-US/group-booking/BNADZ/G-FLSA

The rates of $217-$300 per night (plus tax) extend through the weekend should some of the meeting participants want to stay
in the area longer between Wednesday, June 23 and Saturday, June 25, If you would like to add on a date outside of this
range, please first book the main group dates and then email your request to nashgroup@dreamhotels.com. Guests are also
welcome to call into our reservations line to book and reference the group code (G-FLSA) or the full group name. They can be
reached at 615-622-0600. The hotel will only hold rooms thru Friday, May 21, 2027.
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