FLISA
SUMMER 2022

WE CONTROL OUR MESSAGE ON THE
IMPORTANCE OF IMPACT AID

No matfter what is going on in DC what hasn't
changed is:

+ The importance !mpact Aid for our students and
their success,

= The obligation of Congress fo provide and continue
fo increase those property tax repiacement dollars
fo our schools.

It is critically important that we keep this message in
the minds of our Community and Members of
Congress.

POST-PANDEMIC? POST?

Fhe Xew fork Elmcs

Coronavirus in the 1.5.:
Latest Map and Case Count
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WELCOME TO PORTLAND
The Rose City

Willamette
Valley

STUFF WE'RE GOING TO DISCUSS

Post-Pandemic? What's Next

Legislation and Congress
Heading to Mid-terms

FLISA/NAFIS Messaging

POST-PANDEMIC? WHAT’S NEXT

362 School Counselors on the
Pandemic’s Effect on Children:
‘Anxiety Is Filling Our Kids’

In a Times survey, counselors said students are behind in their
abilities te learn, cape and relats.

American schavlchikiren's learning loss I the pandesis IsiT just
inreading and math. It also in 5ocial SKillg - those

meeded to make and keep friends; parficipate in growp projects;
and cope with frasration and ocher emotions.

In a survey of 362 schoal counselors netlonwide by The Mew York
Times In April, the counselors — licensed &dueators who jeach
thesz skill soclally and
emotionally, at tha age they were when the pandenic started.
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Share of schoof counselors who said they voticed these student behaviors Share of school counselors who sald they notlced these
more often, compared with before the pandemic morea often, compared with before the pandemic

Social Skills
Academic Behaviors
Hawing rouble soiving cenflicts wilh fiends
Having trouble focustng on classwork ‘Having troubla making rew friends

Breaking classmoom rulss Harassing peers anline
Having trouble with time management skills Erysicaly {18 ah osecs
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peers Seing chrovically absant fram schoot

Skipping class Usirig oomputérs or the: ntariet in sohaol-
ineppropriate weys

Vandslizing schoal pragerty

Emotianal Heslth
Possassing drugs or akcaliol st schoc!

Shawing signs of 2nxiety or depressien Engaging In age-nepproiata sexuzl bahavier

Having trouble with emotional regulation Bring/ng nan-firsamm weapons te schoal

Shawing signs of low sell-esteerm Bringing guns to school

Baned on respnses Iror 367 counselors in Apr

“They have less stamina; more frustration; less flexibility; less
effort; less perseverance; more escape and avoidance behaviors,”
Cassie Cerny, an elementary school counselor in Weston, Wis., said

Jennifer Schlatter, an elementary school counselor in Brighton,
Colo., said: “Anxiety is filling our kids right now. They are worried
about their farnily and friends. They are stressed because they are

in response to open-ended questions in the survey. behind in school”

And even though schools have, with brief exceptions, been open
this year, students have not yet made up the losses. Sevenin ten
counselors said that they had seen some improvement in social
and emotional skills but that there was still work to be done. Just 11
percent said there had been a lot of improvement since the fall,
while 17 percent said there had been none.

Only six of the 362 counselors said that behaviors and social-
emotional skills were back to normal for their students’ age or that
they hadn’t seen lagging skills this year.




Despite counselors’ deep concern, they had reasons for optimism,
Most had seen improvement once schools and in-person
extracurricular activities reopened. Dozens said they were struck
by children’s resilience. And some said the experiences of the past
two years had helped children grasp the importance of mental
health.

“They are learning a [ot about resiience and hardship, and we are
finaily talking openly about mental health and suicide,” said
Melissa Dole, who works with high schoolers in Longmont, Colo,
“This makes me hopeful for students’ ability to learn coping
strategies and reach out when help is needed.”

Pandamic Impact
.
NEA Survey Shows Big
1

Jump in Educators
Planning to Leave

O L]
Teaching Sooner Than
Planned
By Kristal Kuykendall | 02701722
The National Etucation Association, the nation's largest union
representng nearly 3 million educatars, on Tuesday released s
latest survey conductad last momh showing 30% of educators
responded that burnout is a “serious problem” for them.
Also notable: more than half, 55%, of the 3,621 educators surveyed
said the pardemic has made them "more fikely to retire or leave
education earfier than glanned” — represeming asignificant increase)
from the 373 with this response to the same question in an August
2021 NEA survey.
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WAIT A MINUTE,
AREN"T SCHOOLS ROLLIN IN COVID CASH?
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Key Messages:
IR for COVID $$
» Tell What (EleleleRiTeliER/ OU did with COVID $S
L = JellellaBaloW R alei@ AT ferent from Operational $$
WA ncreasing Annual Appropriations
Aid is Important as Operating Costs have
increased post-COVID

LEGISLATION AND CONGRESS:
TIME RUNNING OUT—MID-TERMS

2023 Primary Elaction Calendar
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LEGISLATION AND CONGRESS:
POLITICAL ISSUES—MID-TERM
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LEGISLATION AND CONGRESS:
TIME RUNNING OUT—MID-TERMS

Congress' 2022 to-do Hst: Revived social
spending bill, voting rights, Capital rlot

LEGISLATION AND CONGRESS:
POLITICAL ISSUES—MID-TERMS

LEGISLATION AND CONGRESS!
POLITICAL




LEGISLATION AND CONGRESS:
POLITICAL ISSUES—MID-TERMS

At least they agree on something. ..

LEGISLATION AND CONGRESS:
POLITICAL ISSUES—MID-TERMS

Where each state stands

LEGISLATION AND CONGRESS:
POLITICAL ISSUES—MID-TERMS
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LEGISLATION AND CONGRESS:
POLITICAL ISSUES—MID-TERMS
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LEGISLATION AND CONGRESS:
POLITICAL ISSUES—MID-TERMS

LEGISLATION AND CONGRESS:
POLITICAL ISSUES—MID-TERMS
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LEGISLATION AND CONGRESS: LEGISLATION AND CONGRESS:
POLITICAL ISSUES—MID-TERMS POLITICAL ISSUES—MID-TERMS
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LEGISLATION AND CONGRESS: LEGISLATION AND CONGRESS—
S

REPUBLICANS DERATE THE
CAPITOL INSLRRECTION.

LEGISLATION AND CONGRESS— LEGISLATION AND CONGRESS—
JANUARY G™ HEARINGS INFLATION

NAFIS Hills visits were split belween in-
person (R) and remote (D) this will most
likely cantinue thru Sepfember NAFIS
Canference
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LEGISLATION AND CONGRESS: LEGISLATION AND CONGRESS:
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SOCIETY

THE GREAT

BUILD BACK
BETTER

LEGISLATION AND CONGRESS: LEGISLATION AND CONGRESS:
RECONCILIATION RECONCILIATION
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LEGISLATION AND CONGRESS—
MIDTERMS

>WHITE HOUSE ADRIFT
BIDEN RATTLED BY SINK R MSNBC
LOOKING TO REGAIN ERS' CO CE REPORTS
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MID-TERM ELECTIONS: NOVEMBER

i six more Df‘mocrchc I(.anmg

held by Democrats.

Rep ublicans have also converted Ingh! red districts info safer seats
In :

gooci news 'lcr Repubhcuns since the
old mctps already filted the House playing field in their favor.

MID-TERM ELECTIONS: NOVEMBER
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MID-TERM ELECTIONS: NOVEMBER

FAULT %3¢ LINES

MID-TERM ELECTIONS: NOVEMBER

driving public altenticn back toward
Repuhlicans are confident about aberticn rights and gun cantral
recapiuring well-educated suburbs in \ f crat
the 2022 midterms. But these issues
could change that
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MID-TERM ELECTIONS: NOVEMBER
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‘Why 2022 Rhymes With the Previous Felir Midterms

FLISA must be ready for a
change In confrol of the
House and Senate.

That starts with Advocacy
NOW!

ADVANCING TOWNARD IMPACT AID FULL
FUNDING ACT

Act (HB 5255 and 5B 3855)
Senate Spansors: Lujan (D-NM), Inhofe (R-OK), Gilibrand (D-NY), Tillis (R-NC})

From NAFIS Talking Points Letter:

a National Assoriation.
=== of Federally Impacted Schools

ADVANCING TOWARD IMPACT AID FULL
FUNDING ACT

Act (HB 5255 and SB 3855)
Senate Sponsors: Lujan (D-NM), Inhofe (R-OK), Gilibrand (D-NY), Tillis (R-NC)

From NAFIS Talking Points Letter:

=% National Association
== === of Federally Impacted Schools
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WHAT WE THINKNKNOW ABOUT
APPROPRIATIONS FALL 2022 IN
WASHINGTON DC

The President's proposed FY 23 Budget will be published
and most likely will not eliminate 7002 Impact Aid.

OUR ASK:
&
52M increase for Federal Property JeIVls By ElfeRelolV/l s
1 =Xl Keilinew school districts sEIGENZEL ]

Government continues to acquire property and
districts continue fo establish eligibility.

ADVANCING TONARD IMPACT AXID FULL
FUNDING ACT

Act (HB 5255 and SB 3855)
Senate Spensors: Lujan (D-NM), Inhofe (R-OK), Gilibrand (D-NY), Tillis (R-NC)

From NAFIS Talking Points Letter:

onal Association
m of Federally Impacted. Schools

WAIT A MINUTE,
AREN"T SCHOOLS ROLLIN IN COVID CASH?

Key Message
RN for COVID $%
» Tell What [eleleleRagoltcly ou did with COVID $S
B S e llellaales A aleal i [iTorent from Operational $$
B Meincreasing Annual Appropriations sSilissfeleless
Aid is Important as Operating Costs have
increased post-COVID
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PREPARING FOR MARCH
. mu,.T;TﬂT:ﬁ:ﬂﬂffiwmm Whether in-person or not, we will be conducting a “Hill Day"”
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FOLEY & LARDNER LLP

What You Need to Know: 2022 Midterm Election

John R. West, Kate M. Kros
31 May 2022

Legal News: Federal Public Affairs

The 2022 Midterm Elections will take place in less than six months. All 435 seats in the House of Representatives and 35 seats in the
Senate will be decided. Democrats face an uphill battle to keep their control of Congress. Demecrats currently have a slim 221-208 edge
in the House, and the Senate is split 50-50 tie, with Vice President Kamala Harris as the tie-breaking vote. Swing states, including
Arizona, Georgia, Nevada, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin, all have Senate seats in play.

See below for everything you need to know heading into the 2022 Midterm Elections, including all of the retiring Membets of the House
and Senate, the Primary Election calendar, and ratings for all Senate seats.

Retiring House Democrats

« Rep. Alan Lowenthal (CA-47)

¢ Rep. Albio Sires (NJ-08)

& Rep. Ann Kirkpatrick (AZ-02)

e Rep. Bobby Rush (IL-01)

¢ Rep. Brenda Lawrence (MI-14}
¢ Rep. Cheri Bustos (IL-17)

» Rep. David Price (NC-04)

e Rep. Ed Perlmutter (CO-07)

® Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson (TX-30)
¢ Rep. Filemon Vela (TX-34)

¢ Rep. G K. Butterfield (NC-01)
& Rep. Jackie Speier (CA-14)

¢ Rep. Jerry McNemey (CA-05)
¢ Rep. Jim Cooper (TN-05)

¢ Rep.Jim Langevin (R1-02)

¢ Rep. John Yarmuth (KY-03)

& Rep. Kathleen Rice (NY-04)

® Rep. Lucille Roybal Allard (CA-40)
¢ Rep. Mike Doyle (PA-17)

¢ Rep. Peter DeFazio (OR-03)

¢ Rep. Ron Kind (WI-03)

» Rep. Stephanie Murphy (FL-07)
e Rep. Ted Deutch (FL-22)

Retiring Senate Democrats
® Sen. Patrick Leahy (VT)
Democrats Running for New Office

¢ Rep. Anthony Brown (MD-04) ~ Running for Attorney General of Maryland

¢ Rep. Antonio Delgado (NY-19) — Appointed Lt Governor of NY

 Rep. Charlie Crist (FL-13) — Running for Governor of Florida

s Rep. Connor Lamb (PA-17) — Ran for Open PA Senate Seat, Lost Demeocratic Nomination
o Rep. Kai Kahele (HI-02} - Running for Governor



e Rep. Karen Bass (CA-37) — Running for Mayor of Los Angeles
e Rep. Peter Welch (VT-00) — Running for Senate
¢ Rep. Tim Ryan (OH-13) — Running for Open OH Senate Seat

» Rep. Tom Suozzi (NY-03) — Running for Governor of New York
e Rep. Val Demings (FL-10) - Running for Senate

Retiring House Republicans

¢ Rep. Adam Kinzinger (IL-16)

¢ Rep. Anthony Gonzalez (OH-16)
¢ Rep. Bob Gibbs (OH-07)

& Rep. Devin Nunes (CA-22}

e Rep. Don Young (AK-00} — Died in Office
s Rep. Fred Keller (PA-12)

» Rep. Fred Upton (MI-06)

¢ Rep. Jeff Fortenberry (NE-01)
e Rep. Jim Hagedorn (MN-01) - Died in Office
& Rep. John Katko (NY-24)

¢ Rep. Kevin Brady (TX-08)

¢ Rep. Tom Reed (NY-23})

¢ Rep. Trey Hollingsworth (IN-09}
¢ Rep. Van Taylor (TX-03)

Retiring Senate Republicans

¢ Sen. lim Inhofe (OK) - Ending term early
® Sen. Pat Toomey (PA)

» Sen. Richard Burr (NC})

¢ Sen. Richard Shelby (AL)
s Sen. Rob Portman (OH)

* Sen. Roy Blunt (MO}

Republicans Running for New Office

s Rep. Billy Long (MO-07) — Running for Senate
¢ Rep. Jody Hice (GA-10) — Running for Georgia Secretary of State
e Rep. Lee Zeldin (NY-01) — Running for Governor of New York

o Rep. Lovie Gohmert (TX-01) — Running for Attomey General

® Rep. Markwayne Mullin (OK-03) — Running for Senate

e Rep. Mo Brooks (AL-05) - Running for Senate
¢ Rep. Ted Budd (NC-13) — Running for Senate

» Rep. Vicky Hartzler (MO-04) — Running for Senate

2022 Primary Election Calendar

STATE PRIMARY DATE | STATE PRIMARY DATE | STATE FRIMARY DATE
Texas 1-Mar California 7-Jun Arizona 2-Aug
Indiana 3-May lowa 7-Jun Kansas 2-Aug
Ohic 3-May Mississippi 7-Jun Michigan 2-Aug
Nebraska 10-May Montana 7-Tun Missouri 2-Aug
West Virginia 10-May New Jersey 7-Jun Washington 2-Aug




Idaho 17-May New Mexico T-Jun Tennessee 4-Aug
| Kentucky 17-May South Dakota 7-Jun Connecticut 9-Aug
North Carolina 17-May Maine 14-Jun Minnesota 9-Aug
| Oregon 17-May Nevada 14-Jun Vermont 9-Ang
Pennsylvania 17-May North Dakota 14-Jun Wisconsin 9-Aug
Alabama 24-May South Carolina 14-Jun Hawaii 13-Aug
| Arkansas 24-May District of 21-Jun Alaska 16-Aug
‘ Columbia
Georgia 24-May Virginia 21-Jun Wyoming 16-Aug
Colorado 28-Jun Florida 23-Aug
Tilincis 28-Jun Massachusetts 6-Sep
Maryland 28-Jun Delaware 13-Sep
New York 28-Jun New Hampshire 13-Sep
Oklahoma 28-Jun Rhode Island 13-Sep
Utah 28-Jun Louisiana 8-Nov
2022 Senate Election Outlook — Source: Cook Political Report
STATE INCUMBENT RATING STATE INCUMBENT RATING
California Alex Padilla Strong Democrat Alaska Lisa Murkowski Strong Republican
Colorado Michael Bennet Likely Democrat Arkansas John Boozman Strong Republican
Connecticut Richard Blumenthal | Strong Democrat Florida Marco Rubic Lean Republican
Hawaii Brian Schatz Strong Democrat Idaho Mike Crapo Strong Republican
illinois Tammy Duckworth | Strong Democrat Indiana Todd Young Strong Republican
Maryland Chris Van Hollen Strong Democrat lowa Chuck Grassley Strong Republican
Nevada Catherine Cortez Toss-up Kansas Jerry Moran Strong Republican
Masto
New Hampshire Maggie Hassan Lean Democrat Kentucky Rand Paul Strong Republican
New York Chuck Schumer Strong Democrat Louisiana John Kennedy Strong Republican
Oregon Ron Wyden Strong Democrat North Dakota John Hoeven Strong Republican
Arizona Mark Kelly Toss-up Oklahoma James Lankford Strong Republican
Georgia Raphael Warnock Toss-up South Carolina Tim Scott Strong Republican
‘Washington Patty Murray Strong Democrat South Dakota John Thune Strong Republican
Vermont Open Strong Democrat Utah Mike Lee Strong Republican
Wisconsin Ron Johnson Toss-up
Alabama Open Strong Republican
Missourni Open Strong Republican
North Carolina Open Lean Republican
Ohio Open Lean Republican
Oklahoma Open Strong Republican

Pennsylvania

Open

Toss-up
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Republicans are confident about
recapturing well-educated suburbs in
the 2022 midterms. But these issues
could change that

Analysis by Ronald Brownstein
Updated 11:18 AM ET, Tue May 31, 2022

{CNN) — Momentous and tragic events are driving public attention back toward abortion rights and gun contraol,
two issues that keyed the Democratic advance in well-educated suburbs over the past generation. And that
could create the Democrats' best chance of defending those gains in the stormy environment of the 2022
midterm elections.

Debates over abortion and guns have played a central role in the ongoing geographic resorting of the two
predorninant political parties. Since the early years of this century, Republicans have consolidated a
commanding grip on rural and small-town communities filled with culturally conservative blue-collar voters who
generally oppose both legal abortion and most restrictions on gun ownership.

In mirror image, Democrats have gained in white-collar communities around major cities filled with well-
educated voters who generally support both abortion rights and gun control -- a process that peaked with the
sweeping suburban gains that powered the party's recapture of the US House in 2018.

Amid discontent over persistent Covid disruptions, dissatisfaction over President Joe Biden's performance,
supply chain problems like the shortage of infant formula, and above all, the highest inflation in 40 years,
Republicans have expressed mounting confidence about recapturing many of those suburban House seats,
and flipping suburban voters in Senate and governor races, in November. But the tragic mass shootings in
Buffalo, New York, and Uvalde, Texas, have riveted attention on gun violence and access to firearms, even as
the leaking of a draft opinion from five GOP-appointed justices has raised the prospect that the Suprems Court,
just weeks from now, might repeal the constitutional right to abortion established under the Roe v. Wade
decision in 1973.

No serious analyst in either party expects more focus on these issues to erase all the advantages Republicans
are stockpiling in the midterm elections. But the more those issues influence voters' decisions, operatives on
both sides of the debate agree, the better Democrats' chances to blunt the GOP advance, at least in white-
coliar and suburban communities.



ALUISON BAILEY/HURPHOTO/AP
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A demonstration outside the Supreme Court on Wednesday, May 25, 2022,

"Refocusing on gun safety and abortion rights will move many of these 2018 suburban districts away from the
Republicans and make their playing field smaller," predicts Peter Ambler, executive director of Giffords, the gun
safety advocacy group founded by former Rep. Gabby Giffords.

Many Republicans agree they could face more resistance in suburbia if abortion rights and gun control remain
prominent concerns through Election Day. John Thomas, a Texas-based GOP consultant who has worked
extensively in California suburbs such as Orange County, says that until these issues resurfaced so prominently,
the Republican path in these areas appeared clear, with voters less focused on their distaste for former
President Donald Trump and more on their dissatisfaction with Biden.

"Two months ago, we would have absolutely waltzed through these places with college-educated suburban
White women, because they had no real reason to either break against us or turn out," he says. "There's no
orange man [Trump] -- there was no wedge issue for them.”

Like most Republicans, and even some Democrats, Thomas believes that discontent over inflation and
disenchantment over Biden will remain the driving factor in white-collar districts, just as in less affluent places.
But, he says, the renewed attention to abartion and gun control has added an element of uncertainty and
created an opening for Democrats to change the electoral dynamic in some areas.

"It comes down to what is the national conversation and top issue as we go to November," Thomas says. "Is it

econormic driven and a referendum on Biden's failure? Quite frankly, if those ather issues [gun control and
abortion] are in the world of parity, Republicans have problems in those seats."

Democrats' suburban advance

Improved performance in well-educated suburbs (along with society's increasing racial diversity and the growth



of millennials and Generation Z in the electorate) has been among the most significant drivers of Democratic
electoral gains over the past quarter century. The Democrats' suburban advance has reflected the increasing
prominence of culturat affinities in shaping electoral choices, with the party gaining among voters who often
took center-right positions on economic issues like taxes but leaned left on cultural questions such as abortion,
gun control and LGBTQ rights. {That process, in reverse, fueled the GOP small-town and rural gains among
culturally conservative voters who once backed Democrats supporting expansive government programs such
as Social Security.)

Through the 1990s, House Republicans representing suburban constituencies often voted for gun control
and/or expressed support for legalized abortion: When the House in 1993 passed the "Brady Bill" establishing
the national background check system for purchases from gun stores, 54 House Republicans, mostly
representing suburban areas, voted for it. But since then, almost all elected Republicans, whatever their
constituencies, have moved toward lockstep opposition to legal abortion and gun control.

Dana Bash presses GOP lawmaker on gun safety solutions

Against the backdrop of widespread white-collar discontent with Trump, Democrats exploited that mismatch
more effectively than ever in 2018, when they ousted Republicans from suburban districts around major cities
from coast to coast. In that election, Republicans tumbled from holding about 43% of all the House districts
with more college graduates than average to only about 25% of them, according to a CNN analysis at the time.
The Giffords group calculated that 40 House Republicans with high ratings from the National Rifle Association
lost or retired that year. Two years later, those same suburban places provided decisive votes for Biden.

But these suburban areas haven't been immune to the general discontent over the country's direction and
Biden's performance that has generated such a powerful tailwind for Republicans in the 2022 elections.
Biden's approval with college-educated White voters remains much higher than his standing among Whites
without such degrees. But compared with his 2020 vote he has fallen substantially with well-educated voters as
well, especially men.



Amid that discontent, Republicans have been extremely optimistic about regaining ground dé
with suburban voters in the critical statewide races for governor (including in Michigan,

Wisconsin, Georgia, Texas, Arizona and Nevada) and the Senate (including Pennsylvania, As the salien
Wisconsin, New Hampshire, Georgia, Arizona and Nevada.) grows with t
"These areas had been moving more Democrat," says former National Republican and the salie

Congressional Committee Chairman Tom Davis, who represented a suburban Northern .
Virginia seat in the US House. "What you see now are the Democrats in charge, and to the ~ groW with th
average person the economy is not being managed [well], and so | think it's going to snap Court decisic
back to some extent."

| these swing
Because suburban seats fueled the Democratic takeover of the House, they are especially
central to Republican hopes of winning back the chamber. In 2020, Republicans enrage them
recaptured many of the Democratic 2018 pickups in districts where Trump remained over the com
popular. That's left Democrats mastly defending seats this fall in metropolitan areas that

didn't like Trump but have now soured on Biden -- a list that includes the districts held by Re publican F
Reps. Elaine Luria and Abigail Spanberger in Virginia, Elissa Slotkin in Michigan, Angie Craig S
in Minnesota, Cindy Axne in fowa, Greg Stanton in Arizona, Susie Lee in Nevada, Kim extreme righ

Schrier in Washington state, and Mike Levin and Katie Porter in California. The suburbs are -
: . ) ) . conservative
where we are either going to stem losses or hold our ground,” says Democratic polister

Molly Murphy. PETER AMBLE

. ! . F GIF
Attitudes about guns and abortion may represent Democrats' best chance in these places. 0 FORDS

Public polling shows that large majorities of college-educated voters side with Democratic
views on both issues. Nearly 70% of college-educated adults, for instance, said they
opposed overturning Roe v. Wade in a nationwide CNN poll conducted by SSRS in May. Among college-
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also opposed a policy proliferating in Republican-controlled states: allowing people to carry concealed
weapons without permits in public places.

State polls underline that message. In California, a state with multiple competitive US House races, 69% of
college-educated adults said they were more likely to vote for a candidate who supported maintaining Roe,
compared with just 12% who said they wanted a candidate committed to overturning it, according to a recent
Public Policy Institute of California survey. Even in Texas, University of Texas/Texas Tribune polls have found that
nearly 6 in 10 residents with college degrees oppose both the complete ban on abortion that will snap into
effect there this summer if the Supreme Court overturns Roe and the 2021 state faw allowing permitless carry
of firearms.

Could the landscape shift?

Given such lopsided attitudes among well-educated voters, activists and Democratic operatives believe the
sharp contrasts between the parties on guns and abortion could shift the electoral dynamic in suburban
battlefields up and down the ballot.

"This renewed focus on gun safety undermines the Republican case in those more educated, affluent, diverse
suburban districts that have been at the core of the Democrats’ new majority,"” says Ambler of Giffords. "As the
salience of gun violence grows with these mass shootings, and the salience of abortion rights grow with the
upcoming Supreme Court decision, you are going to see these swing suburban voters enrage themselves all
over again over the common cause the Republican Party has made with the extreme right wing of the
conservative movement."



Abortion rights advocates believe a high court decision in the next few weeks overturning
Roe would transform the political debate by eliminating what Christina Reynolds, vice
president for communications at Emily’s List, a group supporting Democratic female
candidates who favor abortion rights, calls the "believability gap": the skepticism among
voters who back abortion rights that the right to abortion, in place for so long, really could
be rescinded. "Fundamentally people believe you should have the freedom to make your
own decisions," she says.

Shannon Olivieri Hovis, the director of NARAL Pro-Choice California, says the group's polling
and focus groups have found widespread awareness -- and astonishment -- that Roe could
be reversed. "Certainly the leak of the draft majority opinion was an eye-opening reality for a
lot of folks," she says. Most people alive, she adds, "no matter how old they are," have fived
in a nation where abortion has been legal “for the vast majority of their lives." Now that
could change, within weeks given how many states are poised to ban abortion immediately
if the Supreme Court allows it. "People do not like having their rights taken away. it's
completely an astonishing idea [to them] that something that is so established could be
reversed,” she says.
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JOHN THOMAS
CONSULTANT

Toobin on SCOTUS leak investigation: "You can understand why the clerks are freaking out’

Democrats and advocacy groups don't expect that more attention to abortion rights and gun control will cause
Republican women who agree with them on the issues to abandon GOP candidates. But they do think the
renewed prominence of these controversies could tip some independent women dissatisfied with Biden and
inflation. Even more important, they believe these questions could increase turnout among key groups in their
coalition that might otherwise be less motivated to vote in a midterm, particularly college-educated, single and

younger women.

Chris Taylor, spokesperson for the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, says the contrasts



between the parties on guns and abortion could energize Democratic-leaning voters who turned out in huge
numbers to oppose Trump but may feel less urgency now. Gun control will "be front and center, and the same
thing on abortion: It all falls under the same banner of you may not agree with us on everything but these guys
are way too extreme for you to vote for them," he says.

The enthusiasm gap

Thomas, the Republican consultant, agrees that in many white-collar areas it will be difficult for Republican
candidates to win a debate centered on views about those two polarizing issues. And he agrees the increased
attention to both concerns will likely rejuvenate Democrats' small-donor fundraising, strengthening their
capacity to defend more seats. But he remains optimistic that even in suburban districts, the campaign debate
won't [astingly shift toward guns and abortion. "l do feel pretty confident that the economy, housing, inflation,
gas, food shortages are going to be there, and ... if that kind of stuff is driving the media conversation, then
Democrats are going to get wiped," he predicts.

Republican pollster Gene Ulm is even more emphatic. "These issues, all of them, are just being crushed by
economic concerns, and that will continue," he says. While guns and abortion could generate "an incremental
turnout effect that could affect suburbia in certain states,” he adds, "we're talking about an incrermental change
when there's huge sea changes going on," with voters across the income and educational spectrum moving
toward the GOP amid discontent over inflation and Biden.

It's not only the overriding public concern about inflation and the economy; the extent of electoral re-sorting
that has already occurred also could dilute the impact of these issues this fall, Davis argues. Most voters, he
notes, who disagree with either party on abortion and guns have already migrated toward the other -- meaning
a renewed focus on those issues isn't likely to shift many more voters now. "l think it helps the Democratic base,
which was starting to crater, but | don't think it's the game changer it might have been 20 years ago," Davis
Says.

Although the horrific Buffalo and Uvalde massacres, and the pending Supreme Court decision on Roe, could
shift the public’s focus, polls make clear that Democrats still have work to do in persuading voters to focus more
on these issues this year. In the recent Public Policy Institute of California poll, for example, just 2% of California
voters picked abortion as their top concern, compared with 24% who identified jobs, the economy or inflation.
In the May CNN survey, half of the minority of adults who wanted to overturn Roe said they were extremely or
very enthusiastic about voting in November, compared with less than two-fifths of those who opposed reversing
the decision.

Murphy says that ultimately both parties must compete on both fronts: Democrats need to respond to voter
concerns about the economy and Republicans have to defend their differences with suburban voters on
abortion and guns. "l think it's not so binary, because | do think these races are going to include a mix," Murphy
says. "Republicans will have to debate these issues and Democrats will have to show their economic strength.”

Most analysts in both parties agree that so many voters are expressing unhappiness over the country's direction
that Republicans are likely to post significant gains in November no matter how much attention shifts from the
economy to abortion rights and gun control. The real issue isn't whether Democrats can reverse that wave, it's
whether they can blunt it by holding on to some of the white-collar suburban voters who looked ready to move
back toward the GOP after stampeding away from the party under Trump.

In that way, abortion and gun control could affect this election the same way the battle over the Supreme Court
nomination of Brett Kavanaugh did in 2018, predicts David Wasserman, who studies House races for The Cook
Political Report with Amy Walter. The incendiary Kavanaugh struggle only a few weeks before Election Day, he
notes, did not stop big Democratic gains in 2018 but it did narrow the enthusiasm gap between Democratic
and Republican voters and prevent an even waorse shellacking for the GOP



