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be longer for lower earners
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McConnell: No
legislative agenda
for 2022 midterms

A Jonathan Swan, Alayna Treene

Photo: Drew Angerer/Getty Images

Mitch McConnell has told colleagues and donors
Senate Republicans won't release a legislative agenda
before next year's midterms, according to people
who've attended private meetings with the minority
leader.

Why it matters: Every midterm cycle, there are
Republican donors and operatives who argue the
party should release a positive, pro-active governing



outline around which candidates can rally.
McConnell adamantly rejects this idea, preferring to
skewer Democrats for their perceived failures.

Behind the scenes: On the night of Nov. 16,
McConnell met with donors, lobbyists and a group of
Republican senators in a private function room
upstairs at the Capitol Hill Club. The 2022 agenda
was on the menu.

e In attendance was Sen. Rick Scott (R-Fla.),
chairman of the National Republican Senatorial
Committee, which convened the dinner.

¢ Also on hand were some Republican senators up
for re-election next year: Chuck Grassley of lowa,
James Lankford of Oklahoma, Rand Paul of
Kentucky and John Boozman of Arkansas.

e Each senator sat at his own table with donors, and
each spoke for a few minutes about his re-election
race. A microphone was passed around for a
question-and-answer session.

A donor asked a question that could only be
answered by McConnell. According to a source in the
room, the donor said something to the effect of: We
all know what's wrong with the Democrats, but what
are we going to be running on to help us win?

e McConnell's response was something to the effect
of, With all respect, that's not what we're doing,
the source said.

McConnell has long held the view that putting out
an agenda ahead of midterm elections is a mistake —
at least for Senate Republicans, the sources told
Axios.

o Hebelieves his view has been vindicated by
recent history. McConnell points, in particular, to
when he led Republicans to win back the Senate
in the 2014 midterms without proposing an
agenda.

o Some donors and operatives point to a different
memory: the "Contract with America.” House



Republicans released a governing action plan
before the 1994 midterm elections, and their party
won back unified control of Congress for the first
time in nearly 50 years.

The current House minority leader, Kevin
McCarthy, is a "Contract with America” guy. He's
told his colleagues he thinks it's important they tell
voters what they support — not just what they
oppose.

e He wants to release a legislative agenda to unite
the conference ahead of the midterms, according
to sources with direct knowledge of his caucus
statements.

e McCarthy's already released a first element: what
he calls the "Parents Bill of Rights."

o He's also appointed Republican memibers to seven
"issue-specific task forces" to work up this pre-
midterm agenda.

During the mid-November dinner, McConnell told
the donor it would be the job of the next Republican
nominee for president in 2024 to lay out the party's
future agenda.

e Until then, Republicans should be 100% focused
on Democrats and all the "terrible” things they're
doing to the country, McConnell said, according to
the source.

e McConnell made clear, the source said, the entire
focus of the 2022 campaign should be about the
things the Democrats are doing wrong. He cited
the history of midterm losses for the party in
power.

Asked about this dinner and the intra-party
conversation, Scott, the NRSC chair, told Axios:
"There's some conversation that people would like to
have some agreement that everybody runs on
something. That sounds good, but it's hard to do.”



s A McConnell spokesman declined comment.

Between the lines: A top GOP operative, who didn’t
attend the dinner but has often heard such
conversations involving McConnell, said these kinds
of discussions happen regularly with the Republican
leader.

e "It happens all the time,” the source told Axios.
"Donors especially are always asking for an
agenda of some kind and McConnell pushes back
hard. Because he knows that all it does is take the
focus off unpopular Dem policies and gives Dems
something tangible to tear apart.”

s "One of the biggest mistakes challengers often
make is thinking campaigns are about them and
their ideas,” the source continued. "No one gives a
sh-t about that. Elections are referendums on
incumbents.”

e "Challengers need to keep the focus on what
incumbents promised and point out how they
failed to deliver and how that has negatively
impacted voters’ lives,” the source said.

The bottom line: Current polls appear to support
McConnell's political calculation.

e By almost any measure — from President Biden's
approval rating to the generic ballot —
Republicans are enjoying their best political
environment for a decade.

e They're in this position having barely uttered a
word about their plans for the future.
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Congress' 2022 to-do list: Revived social
spending bill, voting rights, Capitol riot
probe

By Jake Thomas f v

Trending Stories

Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, D-CA, speaks during a news conference onthe Strong 6.2-magnitude
Protecting Qur Demacracy Act at the U.S. Capitol in Washingtan, DC on Thursday, earthquake strikes off
December 9, 2021. Congress faces many politically difficult challenges in 2022. Photo by coast of Taiwan

Sarah Silbiger/UPI | License Photo
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Jan. 1 (UPI) -- The new year brings many old chailenges for members
of Congress who will face a tightening timeline for work on a
revived social spending bill, voting rights, a probe into the Capitol
riot and others.

Both the House and Senate in the coming weeks will reconvene for
the first time in 2022. One of the most pressing challenges facing
Congress Is one of the most basic.

President Joe Biden last month signed legislation funding the
government through Feb. 18. Although the funding mechanism was
approved, some Republican lawmakers had hoped to use a
government shutdown as leverage to oppose Biden's vaccine
mandates for private employers.

As the November 2022 miditerm elections draw nearer, Democrats
are expected to face a more politicized environment as they seek to
shepherd their legislative priorities through the narrowly divided
Congress.
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RELATED
Jan. 6 committee defers requests for some Trump records at Biden's request

Build Back Better 2.07

Sen. Joe Manchin, D-WYV,, potentially doomed a key priority of
congressional Democrats' agenda when he said last month he
couldn't vote for the $2 trillion Build Back Better bill. The sweeping
bill contained funding for social programs and climate initiatives.
Democrats had hoped to pass it through the evenly divided Senate
by using the filibuster-proof budget reconciliation process.

Even with the West Virginia moderate's defection, Democrats
haven't given up hope of passing a scaled-back version of the bill.

RELATED
Former Senate Democratic leader Harry Reid dies at 82

"We will continue to fight to pass the legislation," House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi said at a news conference following Manchin's
announcement. "It must happen and we will do it as soon as we can.
There are conversations that are ongoing, but we cannot walk away
from this commitment.”

Negotiations to revive the package are underway. Just days after his
announcement, Manchin signaled to the White House he was open
to a tax hike on billionaire's wealth to pay for the legislation,
according to The Washington Post.

But a clear picture of Build Back Better 2.0 has yet to emerge and
congressional leaders have a difficult needle to thread.

RELATED
Biden signs $770B defense bill to overhaul sex assault crimes prosecution

Rep. Pramila Jayapal, a Washington Democrat who leads the
roughly 100-member Congressional Progressive Caucus, said
during a press conference last month that "it is abundantly clear
that we cannot trust what Sen. Manchin says."



She added, "No one should think that we are going to be satisfied
with an even smaller package that leaves people behind or refuses
to tackle critical issues like climate change.”

"Failure is not an option here," Sen. Ron Wyden, an Oregon
Democrat who chairs the Senate Finance Commitiee, saidin a
statement in response to Manchin.

He said his committee has put forward more revenue options to pay
for programs intended to reduce health care costs, clean energy
jobs and other priorities.

Build Back Better would have authorized Medicare to negotiate
drug prices. Saying that drug companies had been "mugging
Americans at the pharmacy window for too long," Wyden said
Democrats must deliver on their promise to lower Americans'
health care costs.

Wyden also pointed out that families have received their final child
tax credit payment authorized by Congress earlier this year. Build
Back Better would have extended the credit by another year.

Voting on voting rights

Democrats couid be headed toward a similar intra-party struggle
over voting rights and Senate rules.

With 2022 midterm elections on their way, Democrats will take up
legislation that advocates say are needed to counter restrictive
voting measures adopted by GOP-controlled legislatures. Senate
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y,, said in a letter that the
chamber could take action early in January, reports The Hill.

The House in August passed the John Lewis Voting Rights
Advancement Act. Among its provisions, the bill would restore
Justice Department oversight of jurisdictions with histories of voter
discrimination seeking to change their election rules.

Despite having enough votes to pass the bill in the Senate,
Democrats have been unable to move it in the face of a Republican-
led filibuster, Sixty votes are required to overcome afilibuster, and a



group of Democrats are crafting potential updates to the Senate's
arcane rules.

"We're looking at reforms to restore the Senate,” Sen. Tim Kaine, D-
Va., told The Hill. "It's not just filibuster reforms.”

The ideas include a return to a talking filibuster where an opponent
of a bill could delay the bill as long as they hold the Senate floor, the
paper reports. Another idea would create an exception for voting
rights or election legislation. Yet another option would change the
number of votes fram 60 "yes" votes needed to halt a filibuster to
41 "no" votes to sustainit.

Saying "there's nothing domestically more important than voting
rights," Biden told ABC News he would lobby hard for the changes.

However, Manchin has said he's opposed to changing the filibuster
saying it makes senators work together. Manchin reiterated his
stance during a recent appearance on Fox News Sunday but said he
is "working on trying to make the Senate work better.”

Sen. Kyrsten Sinema, another Democratic moderate from Arizona,
said in a Washington Post op-ed she opposed eliminating the
filibuster because it could lead to "repeated radical reversals in
federal policy, cementing uncertainty, deepening divisions and
further eroding Americans' confidence in our government.”

Jan. 6 probe

The House committee investigating the Jan. 6 insurrection will
continue its legal wrangling over records and witnesses as it races to
complete its work in time for the 2022 midterm elections.

The committee is looking into the circumstances surrounding the
deadly incident where rioters supporting then-President Donald
Trump attempted to prevent Congress from certifying the 2020
election. Trump has gone to court seeking to block access to
presidential records. Members of Trump's inner circle, including
former Chief of Staff Mark Meadows, have resisted cooperating
with the probe.



Congressional Republicans have opposed the probe, After Senate
Republicans last year filibustered legislation to create an
independent commission, the House voted largely along party lines
to create the committee.

The commitiee is expected to face an uncertain future if
Republicans retake the House in the 2022 midterms.

With the election looming, Rep. Bennie Thompson, a Mississippi
Democrat who chairs the committee, told Politico that he hopes to
wrap up work by "early spring."

Rep. Liz Cheney, the committee's vice-chair, said the panel would
hold multiple weeks of public hearings in 2022 to set "out for the
American people in vivid color exactly what happened on Jan. 6,"
according to Politico. The Wyoming Republican also said the
hearings would examine the White House and Trump's handling of
the attack on the Capitol.

Tech legislation

A bipartisan group of lawmakers has expressed optimism about
passing legislation seeking to rein in large tech companies.

Rep. David Ciciiline, a Rhede Island Democrat who chairs an
antitrust subcommittee, told CNBC that he was optimistic that a
package of bills intended to promote competition in digital markets
would pass. The bills were introduced in response to a congressional
investigation that found tech giants like Amazon, Apple, Facebook
and Google held monopoly power.

"When people study the bills and are briefed by my staff, there is
tremendous support for the entire package," Cicilline said.

But Paul Gallant, managing director of Cowen's Washington
Research Group, told CNBC that with Republicans likely to take
over Congress in the fall, "2022 is do or die for tech antitrust
legislation.”



The bills passed the House Judiciary Committee in June with

bipartisan support.

Rep. Ken Buck, a Colorado Republican and ranking member of the
antitrust subcommittee, told Axios in November that the industry
"knows such bills will create competition in the marketplace.”

In the Senate, a bill sponsored by Sens, Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn.,

and Chuck Grassley, R-lowa, would block online platforms, such as

Amazon or Google from favoring their own services and products

over competitors, reports MarketWatch.

Topics Joe Manchin Joe Biden Ron Wyden Nancy Pelosi
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chumer promises filibuster debate if
Toting rights bill doesn't advance

Jan. 3 (UPI) -- Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-
(Y., promised Monday to call a vote possibly changing

%‘enate rules on the filibuster if Republicans block a vote on
ating rights.

1.5, News / 45 minutes ago

ﬁ\T&T, Verizon say they will not delay
5|G services near airports

Jén. 3 (UPH) -- AT&T and Verizon told federal officials ina
letter on Sunday they would not postpone the rollout of 5G

wireless services near airports, rebuffing calls by
transportation officials to do so.
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How to Reform the Filibuster

Posted: December 21, 2021

How to Reform the Filibuster
Al Franken and Norm Ornstein

With the passage of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill {BIB} and the impending passage of the Build Back Better
legislation, Congress is ready to move on to its next urgent priority—protecting our elections and voters from
disruption, chicanery and voter suppression. With the laws racing through a number of states that enable
partisan actors to remove or intimidate election officials, use outrageous tactics to threaten poll workers and
suppress votes, and with what we know about the background of the violent insurrection on January 6, there is
clearly an existential threat to the most fundamental bedrock of our democracy.

The Freedom to Vote Act, a product of compromise involving Joe Manchin, Amy Klobuchar and other
Democratic senators, and the John Lewis Voting Rights Act {(VRA) would together provide major protection
against attempts to overturn the results of a legitimate election while making voting eas'er for eligible
Americans. But both efforts have been filibustered by a nearly united phalanx of Republicans in the Senate, with
only Lisa Murkowski of Alaska willing to buck party leader Mitch McConnell. This despite the fact that Manchin
sought vigorously to recruit Republicans to support his broader compromise, and that McConnell and many
other Senate Republicans were co-sponsors of the last Voting Rights Act in 2006—one the new version only
seeks 1o restore after it was gutted by the Supreme Court's Shelby County decision.

Under the current rule, 60 of the 100 senators are needed to vote for cloture, to end debate and move to action.
Because the motion to proceed to debate and vote can itself be filibustered, when the VRA was brought up
recently, it did not even get the courtesy of a debate ahout its efficacy and importance—it just died because only
51 senators were willing to vote for cloture.

There is only one way to make possible the passage and enactment of these essentlal bills—and that is to
change the rules of the Senate 1o give a fighting chance for a majority to be able to debate and vote to protect



our democracy. But here is the rub—doing so requires all 50 Democrats to join together for a rules change, and
at least two have made clear that they will neither eliminate the filibuster or weaken it for legislation.

What 1o do? For a decade, we have joined together to promote an idea that does not eliminate the filibuster or
weaken it. One that restores the filibuster to its longstanding role, where the hurden was on the minority to
make its case to the public as to why the majority is wrong, where long sessions of the Senate with debateon a
critical national issue could inform the public, and where the fillbuster was used only for those issues of great
national montent. The need to get a supermajority was an incentive for both majority and minority to find broad
support via compromise, to avoid the long sessions and disruption of routine.

A little background on why the filibuster was distorted from its original purpose: in 1975, the rule, Rule XXII, was
changed in a way that appeared to make it easier to invoke cloture. Before the change, 2/3rds of senators
present and voting were needed; the rules change reduced the number to 3/5ths—but crucially, made it 3/5ths
of the entire Senate. Removing the present and voting standard created an opening for a very different dynamic,
one which took decades to eventuate but which has transformed the Senate.

With a present and voting standard, the majority could make the Senate go around the clock, requiring the
minority doing the fillbuster to be around—sleeping on cots outside the chamber in case a 3am vote was called.
If 25 senators were absent, the threshold for ending debate would be only 50, not 67. With an absolute
standard, the minority did not need to be present at all—only one or two would need to be nearby, to keep the
majority from acting by unanimous consent.

When Barack Obama became president, Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell saw an opening 1o
transform the rule to stymie Obama and the Democrats, calling for filibusters on nearly every action, even those
that had unanimous or near unanimous support. The idea was to kill many of Obama'’s priorities, but just as
much to delay action and obstruct by using precious floor time to overcome the filibuster effort. Once a senator
says, "l will filibuster” by denying unanimous consent to move forward, it takes two days for a cloture motion to
ripen, then a series of votes, and if the required 60 is reached, it can be followed by 30 hours of post-cloture
debate before action—and on legislation, multiply by two because of the need to get cloture first on the motion
1o proceed, then again on the bill. The “debate;” such as it was, did not have to be germane or refer 1o the issue
at hand. In one debate, Ted Cruz read Green Eggs and Ham.

For Franken, the absurdity of this became clear early in his Senate service, when he told a Republican colleague
to have a nice weekend and would see him on Monday. The senator, Jim Bunning of Kentucky, said “No you
won't. It's a cloture vote. | don't have to be here. You do.” As the use of the rule as a weapon of mass obstruction
mushroomed under McConnell, it became clear that there was no longer any incentive for the minority to
compromise, when with no effort it could stymie the majority in its tracks, causing major political damage.
Compromises, when they oceur, are now either on issues that are well below the radar, or when the minority
sees strategic advantage for the next election—something we saw with the BIB.

After his encounter with Bunning, Franken called Ornstein 1o find a way to end the absurdity, and the result was
this: flip the numbers from 60 required to end debate to 41 required to continue it, moving the burden from the
majority to the minority. Require 41 to be on the floor at all times, and to debate the issue at hand, germanely.
The minority could still prevail—the majerity would have to stop all other business to go areund the clock, and
might decide after some time to cut its losses and move on to other issues, if the minority made its
determination clear. But it would reguire a major effort by the minority to accomplish its ends. And for both
sides, bipartisan compromise might be the best way to ease any mutual burdens.

Joe Manchin, a vocal opponent of ending or weakening the filibuster, has spoken favorably about this change. 1t
answers every objection and hesitation about change made by him, Kyrsten Sinema, and other Democrats in the
Senate. It fits within the traditions and norms of the Senate. If it were enacted, the Senate might again become
a deliberative body, but one that can act when the times demand it. And the times certainly demand it now.

GIOI0I0
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What's ahead for ‘Build Back Better’: 4 scenarios

By Jeremy Dilton, Emma Dumain, Nick Sebezyk, George Cahlink | 01/03/2022 06:22 AM EST

Senate Energy and Natural Resources Chair Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.) at the Capitol. Talks with Manchin in the coming days will help decide the future of the budget

reconciliation package. Francis Chung/E&E News

Congress returns this week with President Biden’s social spending and climate package hanging by a thread after Sen. Joe Manchin
threw the effort into chaos last month,

How the Senate responds to the West Virginia Democrat’s blockade will be the question of the year as more than $1.7 trillion —
including a record $555 billion for climate-inspired initiatives — hangs in the balance.

Democrats have vowed to return to negotiations following Manchin’s public proclamation that he would oppose the reconciliation
package as currently constructed.



“Let’s go back to the table, let’s get this done, it is too important for us,” Rep. Pramila Jayapal (D-Wash.), chair of the Congressional
Progressive Caucus, said on MSNBC’s "Sunday Show" with Jonathan Capehart.

Last month, a frustrated Jayapal called on the president to use his executive powers to secure policies on climate and other priorities,
but there has been a growing consensus around salvaging "Build Back Better."

Senate Democrats intend to foree a vote on the package this month to put lawmakers on record, Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-
N.Y.) announced in late December (Greenwire (heips. criber.politicopro rticle/eenews/2021/12/22/schumer-promises-

january-vote-on-climate-spending-bill- 284632), Dee. 22, 2021).

That vote is expected to fail, but may serve as the catalyst for renewed efforts on the package. Over the holiday break, multiple
Democrats said they remained confident that the bill would pass, though in reduced form.

Jayapal said yesterday her goal was to dial back the bill to the framework negotiated over the summer by multiple players, including
Manchin.

“What we hope now, and what I know the president is working on with Sen. Manchin, is to go back to the original framework that he
committed to,” she said.

Jayapal argued that only a few provisions, “maybe 10 percent” of the House-passed bill, H.R. 5376
https://rules house.gov/sites/democrais.rules.house.gov/files/BIT.I.S-11 7THR5376RH-RCP117-18.
to.

, were things he hadn’t agreed

“He also agreed to the provisions around climate change.” she said. “Those were already negotiated from what we had originally
wanted,” but she said she still considered them “a significant investment on really taking on climate and reducing carbon emissions.”

Here’s a breakdown of four scenarios for how Congress could proceed:

1. Go small

Schumer and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) both made clear late last year that efforts to pass the "Build Back Better Act”
would continue into 2022. That might very well mean negotiating a smaller package.

Democratic leaders and the White House have already twice scaled back their ambitions: from $6 trillion to $3.5 trillion, then down

to $1.7 trillion. While liberals groused about the myriad concessions that had to be made to accommodate smaller price tags, Senate

Budget Chair Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) and Jayapal were ultimately happy to tout the significant policy gains that would be achieved in
the compromise bills.

If top negotiators are able to work with Manchin on a bill closer to his original $1.5 trillion ballpark, there’s a not impossible
scenario in which Sanders, Jayapal and their allics would continue to stand by that even smaller bill for the good of the party,
boasting it would still make historic investments in climate and social welfare spending.

Environmental advocates, too, would likely be hard-pressed to publicly complain about legislation that would still spend a record
number of dollars fighting the climate crisis, even if the climate portion of the overall reconciliation bill is whittled below the current
$550 billion mark.

At the same time, making cuts to the existing legislation is going to be a grueling, painful process, and there’s no guarantee
lawmakers will be able to find satisfactory compromises in a 50-50 Senate and a House in which Democrats only enjoy their
majority by a three-vote margin.

In the climate space, the first cuts could go to programs addressing natural solutions to combat climate change, like funding for
coastal resiliency and wildfire mitigation on public lands.



Interior Department initiatives were originally going to be excluded entirely from the reconciliation bill until lawmakers and
advocates fought to have that funding reinstated, a sign that the chief negotiators consider these line items expendable when stacked
up against programs that would directly reduce emissions.

A final showdown could also take place around the imposition of a methane fee, which Manchin opposes as a punitive “natural gas
tax” durmg a perlod of hlgh inflation he has blamed for his opp051t|on to advancing the larger, more expenswe bill (E&E Daily

21,2021).

2. No deal

Even for Democrats vowing to return to negotiations in the new year, Manchin’s opposition may be too much to overcome.

That could mean no deal at all ahead of the 2022 midterm elections, and the bill’s demise. Most prognosticators see Demaocrats
losing seats in the House in November, imperiling their majority there. The Senate is likewise considered in danger for the party.

Outside the climate portions of the package, Manchin has still not consented to allowing an expansion of the child tax credit.
Excluding that provision is considered a dealbreaker for many Democrats. And even though Jayapal discussed compromise
yesterday, progressives have also been cool to keep shrinking the bill.

Manchin has been upfront about his concerns about the package, especially as it relates to inflation and the national debt. Those
concerns are unlikely to ease in the first weeks of 2022, which could further entrench the Energy and Natural Resources Committee
chair.

Bad blood between Manchin and White House staff may also prove problematic. Manchin allies have blamed leaks from the White
House and its decision to blame him for the bill’s delay as souring the senator to the entire budget reconciliation effort. Burnt bridges
need o be repaired.

Manchin was direct in his criticism of "Build Back Better" and deployed GOP talking points. The White House responded by
accusing the senator of breaking his word. But both sides seem to have cooled that heated rhetoric after Manchin and Biden talked
via phone before Christmas, according to POLITICO.

Still, Manchin’s statement of opposition specifically targeted the climate portion of the bill as a key hurdle to his support. As part of
that statement, he cited a fear that the bill’s provisions could disrupt grid reliability.

“If enacted, the bill will also risk the reliability of our electric grid and increase our dependence on foreign supply chains," he said.
"The energy transition my colleagues seek is already well underway in the United States of America."

Manchin already killed a key policy to address climate change, the Clean Electricity Performance Program, and he has publicly
raised doubts about electric vehicle tax credits and charging grants.

Even if the White House can get Manchin on board again, Sen. Kyrsten Sinema (1)-Ariz.) also remains a wild card. And some of
Manchin’s goals, including raising taxes on the rich, have encountered Sinema’s veto. The right balance could prove difficult to find.

3. Climate breakout

Some Democrats have suggested salvaging the situation by breaking the "Build Back Better Act" into chunks. That would mean
separating the $555 billion in climate spending from the rest of the package and passing it individually.

Sen. Ed Markey (D-Mass.) suggested the strategy just hours after Manchin announced his opposition to the full legislation earlier
this month.



In theory, that has some appeal. While Manchin’s objections to certain climate provisions sent a shudder through the green advocacy
commuity, most observers think he would be amenable to a climate bill with some tweaks to satisfy his concerns.

Manchin had been negotiating with Environment and Public Works Chair Tom Carper (D-Del.) on the bili’s methane fee, but that
matter was not seen as a hurdle to the clean energy tax credit expansions that make up the bulk of the climate spending.

But for now, there appears to be little appetite among Democrats for a breakaway package. For one, it seems impossible the party
could get enough Republicans to join them in the effort.

Democrats could have multiple opportunities this year to pass legislation through budget reconciliation, the process they are using to
skirt the Senate filibuster, meaning they could do more than one package on a party-line vote.

But process is time consuming, and Manchin has said repeatedly that he agreed to move forward with the current budget
recongciliation effort to undo part of the Republicans’ tax reform law. He has also been reluctant to set policy along party lines.

"In the last two years, as Chairman of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee and with bipartisan support, we have
invested billions of dollars into clean energy technologies so we can continue to lead the world in reducing emissions through
innovation," Manchin said in his December statement.

4. Spending bills

If climate legislation can’t move via the reconciliation package, lawmakers are likely to rely on the annual spending bills to bulk up
agencies” work on Democratic energy and environmental priorities.

Congress is currently working on an omnibus spending package for fiscal 2022, with a goal of finishing by Feb. 18 when current
stopgap funding expires.

Under proposed fiscal 2022 spending bills, lawmakers are already eyeing record investments in clean energy research at the Energy
Department, major increases in climate work across the government, and adding 1,000 workers at both EPA and Interior Department.

While the spending bills are not on the scale of the hundreds of billions of spending proposed in the "Build Back Better" legislation
for climate, they could provide new money for environmental justice programs, a Civilian Climate Corps and resiliency.

Democrats and Republicans, however, have been unable to agree on overall spending levels. Democrats are pressing for record
discretionary spending levels for domestic agencies and only modest increases for national security agencies. Republicans say both
need to be raised equally.

After weeks of little negotiation, top appropriators in mid-December began weekly meetings on the omnibus -~ a sign they are eager
to find a deal. But it remains to be seen if in a polarized Congress compromise is possible.

“I hope it will help advance the process,” Senate Appropriattons Chair Patrick Leahy (D-Vt) said. "The alternative to completing the
appropriations process is a full-year continuing resolution, which does not serve the American people and locks in outdated spending

priorities.”

An appropriations failure would be another blow for the Democrats’ agenda on climate and other issues. That’s why Republicans
have been open to level spending for the rest of the year.

<< BACK TO E&E DAILY (HTTPS://WWW.EENEWS.NET/PUBLICATION/EEDAILY /)



FiveThirtyEight

UPDATED DEC. 31, 2021, AT 4:00 PH

What Redistricting Looks Like In Every State

An updating tracker of proposed congressional maps — and whether they might benefit Democrats or
Republicans in the 2022 midterms and beyond. How this works »
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The latest with redistricting DEC. 29, 2021

Twenty-five states — most recently California, Michigan and
Virginia — have now finished redrawing their congressional maps
{not counting the six states with only one congressional district).
And several other states are already deep into the process. For
instance, 10 maps have already been proposed in Florida, and
Georgia’s new map has already been drawn and is simply awaiting
the governor’s signature.

At this point, redistricting has created six more Democratic-leaning
seats nationally, one fewer Republican-leaning seat and four fewer
highly competitive seats. However, because many of those newly
blue seats are already held by Democrats, it's actually Republicans
who have gained a handful of House seats through the redistricting
process so far. Republicans have also converted light-red districts
into safer seats in states like Indiana, Oklahoma and Utah.

Overall, redistricting hasn't drastically changed the House
landscape so far — but that's good news for Republicans, since the
old maps already tilted the House playing field in their favor. Some
of the most heavily biased maps this cycle have been enacted by
Republicans in North Carolina and Ohio, but they are also so
extreme that they run the risk of being overturned in court. There
are already lawsuits alleging that they are partisan or racial
gerrymanders.

A few states are running into more trouble redrawing their lines,
particularly those where the two parties share redistricting power. A
bipartisan redistricting commission in Connecticut failed to meet
its deadlines to approve a map, kicking its redistricting process to
the state supreme court. And redistricting looks destined to be
decided by a court in Wisconsin, too, where the Democratic
governor has vetoed the map passed by the Republican legislature.

LATEST UPDATES
POWERED BY ALL ABOUT REDISTRICTING

B MISSOURI Dec. 30
Missouri lawmakers released a proposed congressional
redistricting plan.

' MICHIGAN Dsc. 28

% The Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission
votad to approve a final congressional and state
legislative redistricting maps.

% MARYLAND Dec. 23

A second lawsuit has been filed over Maryland's newly
enacted congressional redistricting plan.



Latest changes & Our latest coverage

DEC. 28, 2p21

DEC. 20, 2021
Do You Buy That ... The

O MICHIGAN — ol Ll .
"CHESTNUT" PLAN Redistricting Process Will
Hurt Democrats?
APPROVED
By Tony Chow
DEC. 28, 2021
DEC. 16, 2021
O VIRGINIA — FINAL '
PLAN RELEASED i CColllbg i
Democratic Departures
DEC. 28, 2021 Means For The 2022
House Race

O VIRGINIA - FINAL
PLAN APPROVED

DEC. 28, 2021

O CALIFORNIA —
COMMISSION-APPROVED
PLAHN APPROVED

By Geoffrey Skalley

BEC. 2, 2021
Redistricting Has
Maintained The Status
Quo So Far. That's Good
For Republicans.

By Nathaniel Rakich

How the partisan makeup of each state has changed

Which party gained the most ground in each state’s new map, along with how
red or blue its old and new districts are based on partisan lean
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When we can expect new state maps

Final deadlines for each state to have approved congressional maps, including
how far along it is in the process and how red or blue its current districts are
based on partisan lean
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DEADLINE STATUS OLD MAP NEW MAP

Feb. 22, 10 maps
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