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FLISA Talking Points for September 25, 2018 Hill Visits

1. On behalf of the nearly 900,000 children enrolled in federally impacted schools in our community and across the
country, | would like to thank you for your support of Impact Aid and the increase in funding for all impact aid schools
under FY 18 and FY 19 Senate budget agreement.
™= We are hopeful that we can again raise the Sequestration caps and with your assistance see an increase of $2M for

7002 Schools in the FY 20 budget.

2. The Federal Government has seized highly valued land in our school districts for a variety of reasons, making that land
exempt from the property taxes that support schools.
®% The Federal Government acknowledged its responsibility and initiated the Impact Aid program in 1950.

’= Today, the Federal Government provides impacted schools only about 11% of the lost tax revenue.
¥ In school districts where there is a federal land, local property taxpayers are penalized by having to pay more in
taxes, or school districts are forced to reduce programs.
®= Impact Aid funds are efficient and flexible: they go directly to schools to support our students.
3. New lands added by the Federal Government in recent years mean that more schools share the same amount of
_funds—each getting a smaller piece of the pie. At the very least, Congress should provide additional funding to account
for newly acquired lands so that schools don’t have to share the same amount of funding.
4. Be sure to give a specific example of how losing 7002 funds will impact your district. ‘
; A FLISA
Funding History REQUEST
FY 12 SE?#%IS;-ER FY 14/15 FY 16 FY 17 FY 18 FY 197% FY 20
ADDITIONAL
$66,947,000 | $63,445,000 | 66,813,000 | 66,813,000 | 68,813,000 | 73,313,000 | 74,313,000 + $2M

****According to Conference Report September 17-18, 2018

4.

* Be sure to say thanks for FY 18-FY 19
Increase...this is a great area for discussion

If they have not already, please ask them to join the Impact Aid Coalition (If interested please notify NAFIS, at
Jocelyn@nafisdc.org, to follow-up). Ask the staffer to let you know when the Member has signed and/or joined
so you can include this information in your next school newsletter and community meeting. (Offer an invitation to visit

your schools).

REMEMBER THE NAFIS TALKING PTS:

ANS Impact Aid FUNDING,
AN$ SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION (#\ 7002 Eligible)
NO VOUCHERS (See NAFIS handout)

Thank staffer for meeting with you & remind them of the date of the Spring NAFIS conference on March 19,
2019. Offer to be a resource of additional information and direct the staff member to our website: www.FLISA.org
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Congress Moves Closer to Finalizing FY 2019
Spending: Impact Aid Poised for Increase

Congressional leaders announced this week that they're drafting
a continuing resolution (CR) through December 7. The stop-gap
measure will apply to any funding bills for which final
appropriations have not been adopted by the start of the Federal
Government's Fiscal Year on October 1. It is possible that
education funding could be adopted this month - before the start
of the fiscal year - for the first time in more than two decades,
and thus not subject to the CR.

A conference committee announced late this week it had
completed reconciling the differences between the House and
Senate funding levels on a legislative package, referred to as a
"minibus," that covers FY 2019 funding for the departments of
Defense, Labor, Health and Human Services and Education.
Bipartisan, bicameral negotiations have been eased due to the
two-year budget deal, passed earlier this year, which raised the
sequestration caps on discretionary funding for FY 2018 and FY
2019.

The legislation released Thursday evening for FY 2019 included
strong numbers for the US Department of Education overall,

Including a $32 million increase for Impact Aid ($1 million
for Federal Properties; $31 million for Basic Support).

As NAFIS reminded Appropriators in a September 4 letter:

Impact Aid is not supplemental. These funds supplant the
loss of local revenues that cannot otherwise be generated
due to the presence of nontaxable Federal property.
Additional investments in Impact Aid are critical to help
school districts close achievement gaps, update
technology, expand access to early childhood and
afterschool programs, integrate culturally-relevant
curriculum, replace failing infrastructure, offer competitive
salaries to recruit and retain school leaders and more. We
thank you for your continued efforts to prioritize Impact
Aid and request that you continue to view the program as
a critical Federal investment in our schools and a tax
replacement program for federally impacted communities.

The Senate is expected to take up the legislation next week, but
it is unclear whether the bill will get to the president's desk
before the start of the fiscal year. It is important that Impact Aid
advocates continue to weigh in with their federal representatives.

"If enacted, this would be the fourth year in a row with
significant increases for Impact Aid, a testament to the strength
of the NAFIS Family. We are grateful that the |leaders of the
House and Senate Appropriations Committees have continued to
prioritize Impact Aid funding," said NAFIS Executive Director
Hilary Goldmann. "Because Impact Aid is current-year funded, if
this bill is enacted by the beginning of the fiscal year, it will avoid
the budget shortfalls and uncertainty that has become the norm
for federally impacted school districts. These districts will see
payments increase this fall, allowing them to provide additional
opportunities and resources that will help the students they
serve succeed. These children deserve the best, and we urge
Congress to move forward with approving this bill quickly.”
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‘Winners and Losers From Capitol Hill's School Spending Agreement

We finally have an idea of how much Congress wants to spend on education.

After months of wrangling, top lawmakers for the education budget struck a deal to fund the U.S. Department of Education for the upcoming
fiscal year. It's not a done deal, because it still needs to pass the House and Senate, and President Donald Trump then has to sign it. But
through this agreement, members of Congress who oversee spending are sending the Trump administration a pretty clear signal about what

they want to pay for and how much they want to pay.

But is there any general theme for how various programs and their constituencies made out in the deal? We've identified a few of them below.
Spending Deal Winners

« Programs Trump and Education Secretary Betsy DeVos Want to Cut: In their fiscal 2019 blueprint, the Trump team wanted to shrink or
eliminate several programs. Big-ticket items the admininstration wanted to eliminate include the Title IV Part A block grant, Title Il aid for
educator preparation, and 21st Century Community Learning Centers (a program that supports after-school programs). They also wanted to

shrink the budget for Impact Aid.

All of those programs are not only preserved in the spending deal—they get raises. The spending increases they would get aren't huge by
percentage. But Congress is sending a clear message that it sees value in those programs. Several other programs the White House wants to

slash also survive unscathed in the deal.

« Career and Technical Education: We're listing CTE here not just because it got a $70 million bump in grants, or nearly 6 percent of its
current funding. It's also here because the funding increase goes towards a newly authorized Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education
Act. Trump signed a Perkins reauthorization into law earlier this year after the legislation got overwhelming bipartisan support in Congress.
Not everyone is totally enamored with the new Perkins law. But the spending increase Congréss wants make it clear that CTE is a priority in

education policy.

Spending Deal Losers

o Trump and DeVos (Mostly): It's not fair to say that Trump and DeVos have whiffed completely on their priorities. A $40 million increase for
charter school grants fits with DeVos' general push to direct more money to school chaice programs. However, that increase is $60 million less
than what the president wanted for charters. He and DeVos had a lot less luck on other fronts. Lawmakers completely ignored the
administration's signature school choice proposal for next year, a $1 billion "opportunity grants" program to promote choice. And more broadly,

Capitol Hill is so far refusing to cut spending like the Trump team wants.

° Pell Grant Reserve: The deal does rescind $600 million that Congre__;s p;é\gusly_épp}bprliaiéd for Pell but which hasn't been épent yet.
‘People can reasonably disagree as to whether this constitutes a "spending cut" in the way people traditionally understand it. And the deal
includes a $100 increase to the maximum Pell award. But advocates for Pell's long-term future might have reason to be concerned.
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From: Tom Schneider tschneider@ccsd180.0rg
Subject: GOP Congress Gives Trump lts Middle Finger — @thebudgetguy
Date: September 16, 2018 at 7:42 AM
To: Tom Schneider tschneider@ccsd180.0rg

GOP Congress Gives Trump Its Middle Finger

9 hours ago

Advertisements

No, it's not oversight hearings into..well...anything.

And it's certainly not a subpoena, legislation to protect the Mueller investigation or the rejection of his
Supreme Court nominee.

But the GOP congressional leadership’s decision last week not to give Donald Trump the $5 billion he
wants for a wall between the United States and Mexico before the election and then to make it much
harder for him to veto the legislation that codifies that decision was the closest House and Senate
Republicans have come since Trump was elected to publicly giving him their collective middle finger.

First, Congress decided to combine several of the fiscal 2019 appropriations together both to deal
with the very limited amount of time left before the government shuts down on October 1 and to make
it more likely that the wide swath of programs funded in these small omnibus appropriations (hence
the name “minibus”) would attract enough votes to pass the House and Senate.

This was an act of desperation and defiance by the Republican leadership.

Second, the GOP leadership then decided to attach the continuing resolution — the bill that will be
needed to keep open the agencies and departments not included in either of the two minibuses — to
the combined Defense-Health and Human Services appropriation. Given that the White House staff
(but not Trump himself) has indicated that the president will sign that bill, the thinking was that this
will reduce or even eliminate the chances of government shutdown before the election.

This was an act of desperation and defiance by the Republican congressional leadership. Knowing that
they weren’t going to approve the billions of dollars Trump has been insisting on for his wall and that
they would face his wrath when they didn’t, the GOP Congress made it significantly more painful for
the president to react negatively when he didn't get what he was demanding.

This has been coming for months given that the congressional Republicans' political needs differ so
sharply from Trump’s heading into the mid-term elections.

With polls showing the Republican control of the House and Senate increasingly at risk, a government
shutdown is the last thing the GOP leadership wants five weeks before Election Day and just as early
voting gets underway in many states.

Trump, on the other hand, may see a shutdown over his wall as the best way to raise the reddest of
red meat issues — immigration — with his base.

And Trump's need to energize his base took on increased importance last week with Paul Manafort's
plea deal, the release of Bob Woodward's book and the continuing aftermath of the New York Times

anonymous op-ed.

So far. Trump has been anvthina but consistent about a shutdown.



- —

Trump may see a government shutdown as the most dramatic thing available to him right now to divert
attention. Other very dramatic diversions, such as firing Attorney General Jeff Sessions, all seem
unlikely before the election.

He may also see it as part of his continuing anti-impeachment strategy to energize the voters he will
need to keep Congress from moving forward.

What's most interesting and potentially most politically significant about this are that the Republicans
in Congress (1) decided to devise an appropriations strategy that unambiguously helps themselves
rather than Trump, (2) didn’t accommodate the White House in even some small way and (3)

challenged Trump so openly.

In addition, the congressional leadership did this not knowing whether it would work. As | noted in this
post, So far, Trump has been anything but consistent about a shutdown and there's no way to
guarantee he will be more rational between now and October 1 than he has been so far.

Indeed, given Manafort et al., it may be safer to assume that he won't be.

In other words, Trump could easily decide to reply to the congressional GOP's middle finger by giving
it right back to them.

Follow Stan Collender on Twitter @thebudgetguy.

Check Out This Exclusive Discount For TheBudgetGuy Readers To
Political Wire!
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Sent from my iPhone
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Between the lines: Trump's shutdown decision

Photo: Calla Kessler/The Washington Post via Getty Images

On Saturday morning, a senior administration official told me President Trump has "come to realize that
there's not a path to 60 votes” to pay for his border wall before the November elections. "The president, I
think, is not really in veto mode right now,” the official said.

Between the lines: Trump has privately assured Republican leaders Paul Ryan and Mitch McConnell
that he accepts his border wall won't be funded before the midterms. He's promised them he won't shut
down the federal government at the end of September in a fight over the wall.

e On Saturday evening, Trump tweeted: "When will Republican leadership learn that they are being
played like a fiddle by the Democrats on Border Security and Building the Wall? Without Borders,
we don't have a country. With Open Borders, which the Democrats want, we have nothing but

crime! Finish the Wall!"

o But Trump is still deeply frustrated. And the senior official I cite above acknowledged there's
*always a chance” Trump dramatically changes his mind and refuses to sign a spending bill without

wall money.

What's next? President Trump expeets to sign his first package of spending bills late this week. That
"minibus” will fund the Energy and Water, Military Construction and Veterans Affairs, and Legislative

Branch Appropriations bills for zo1g.

o But the really important package is the Defense, Labor and Health and Human Services minibus
that could pass the Senate as soon as this week.

o [It’s the largest spending bill and the first time the Defense Department has been funded properly,
and on time, since 2008. Once the DoD package is signed into law, this year will have the most
spending bills enacted on time since 1996.

o This bill also matters because attached to it will be a continuing resolution (CR) to fund all the
agencies not covered by regular spending bills, keeping the government open until Dec. 7.

Bottom line: That CR will reveal that Trump won't get his wall money. He'll get the $1.6 billion he
requested in his first budget, but nowhere near the $25 billion he once hoped for, or the $5 billion he asked

for.

o Republicans agree almost unanimously that a shutdown would shatter their fragile holds on each
chamber. For now, they have to pray the president sticks with the plan.
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| WHAT AMERTCANS SAID . . .

How would you grade the schools?

The 2018 PDK 150]1 repeated its long-standing practice of
asking Americans to assign A-Fail grades to the public schools.
As in past years, parents rate their own children’s schools
quite highly — 70% give them an A or B grade. The public
overall gives lower rafings to their local schools, 43% A’s or Bs,
and the nation’s schools as a whole receive much lower ratings
still, 19%6 A’s or B’s.

Even though ratings for one’s child’s school are high, there
are large gaps among groups. Those living in higher-income
areas, college graduates, and parents with higher incomes
themselves are more likely than those living in lower-income
areas, adults without a college degree, and those earning less
than $100,000 to award A or B grades to their child’s school,
by 27-, 20-, and r2-point margins.

Slightly fewer blacks (6o%) than whites (73%) give an A or B to
their oldest child’s school.

Local schools are graded well by more than half of parents and
those living in high- or upper-middle-income areas. By contrast,
only about one-third of blacks, conservatives, and those making
less than 850,000 say the same. Evaluations among parents are
more positive, with the exception of black parents, but follow
similar patterns.

While the nation’s public schools overall receive middling
grades, Hispanics (36%) and blacks (23%6) are significantly more
likely than whites (14%6) to give them an A or B. The same goes for
urbanites (22%6) and suburbanites (20%6) vs. rural residents (%),
More parents of school-age children (27%6) say schools nationally

R =
(& 2
~
P
o
o0
A
=]
i
5 CE ;
L o
=t @ ] 2
- 34 5 @
-3 = & @
b o o
8§ H Y E
g z
g bl
5§ 5
W
i
=
(="
S
e
@
£8 =
~ =
=
5]
@
R
[=-]
Lo

deserve higher grades than do other aduits (17%).

‘This year’s ratings for schools in the community and nation-
ally may be influenced by a survey mode effect; the new study
was conducted using a random-sample online panel rather
than random-sample telephone calls, and research indicates
that questions like these can produce more negative results
when self-administered rather than when talking to a live

Grading the schools

Natianal totals, 2018
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Mational totals, 1968-2018

Lackofdisciplina B Lackoffinancial support. Musoofdrugs M righting/gang violanca

Biggest problem facing local schools, 1969-2018

Gallup produced tha POK polle from 1963 to 2015, Langer Rssonrch Associntan has praduced the POX poll sinco 2018, including the 2018 poll.
Galtup produced the PDK polls from 1988 to 2016, Lunger Resoarch Associakes hos produced the PDK poll zince 2018, lncluding the 2018 poll.

© : : ]
8 i y ]
=3 [ A Y K T | s
2 £ R & ® & & £ B = Lo
K T B g8 FEe B s 5
o

K22 PDKPoll  Septemberz010



Supoddns ueys Suisoddo asow paliodal ey dnoJ Ajuo ay3 pue uensanb siyy uo ded 15a821q ay3 Juesaudal siayea |

“eap! oy asoddo 441G INg ‘sjooyas Japeyd alow Sujuado uoddns siayaes) Jo Jusdsed Auo4 'pajjod 3.z siaLzes) pue syualed
usym AjyBiis suapim uonisoddo pue 1ioddns usamyag deS aua Ing 'sjooyds Jeueyd alow dn Bumes isujeSe pue o) ale

ey 8|doad jo Jaguunu 3y usamaq sdualaylp 8iq e moys J,USSOp (jod 1N UonEdNpI 3YL JUSLUINZIE 3U3 JO ap|s Jualayip

B MOUS §]j0d | 4% pue 1xaN Lopeanpd ay) ‘pesoddo ale oym 3soy) 03 pR.iedwiond sjooyss Jsieyd aiow Buluado Joddns

syuedpnied ssow ‘Aonns dv/JYON 243 01 Bulpioddy AjjusJayip payse ale suonsanb uaym syiys woddns moy smoys

Al|e21seq NG ‘ 14y PUE dv/DUON HQd 'sljlod Jualailp 8a1y3 aU) Usamiaq 9ARIULEP S53| S| Sjooyas Jaieya Inoge uouido Jgnd
s|ooyas 1a3iey)

*SUOIIN3ISUl 3SaY3}

30 uojuide 152421y 8yl ARy ‘siaydes) pue suased 's|ooyds Jgnd Ul paajoaAul 150w ale oym 3jdoad ay) pue sjooyds Jjgnd
|e20] 11343 Yl paysnes aJe ajdoad ‘||eJaAQ 'j2AS| [BUCIIEU B U0 Sjooys Jjgnd uey) sjooyds Jgnd |eao| 1oy uoiuido Jaysiy

e Suimoys ‘|jod sy ul Sunes syuased ayy pasouiw sucjuido s1aysea] “sisyoes) woly Ajesypads sasuodsal pa1aa|jod 1euy)

auo Ajuo ay sem |jod JxaN uoneanp3 sy 'Alenb 1us)@axe Jo pood jo aue Aoyl ey Sunou Lo ‘Bupel g, 40 Y, ue wayl Buin@
Ag sjoouys 21gqnd poouuoquydiau Jiay) pasield skaains unoy je uj saualed Jo 955 1se3| I 'leak iy ‘siesA gz u) 28ejuaniad

9480 1IBMO| pUBD) -
%cE ‘g puey -
sIpydeay |
9%t/ 1IBMO] pUBD -
%LT'@puey -
'sjualed '513dea] pue
oL Mo pue) - syuaised jo Suidwesiano
%ET'dpuey - { il ‘ployasnoy
isquedppued v | s 4O 3dwies wopuey

04E€ [IaMO| pUED - |

43JOUM B SB UDIEU BY} UI S|00YIS
oljgnd aA18 noA pinom apeJs Jeya

%99 g puey - ﬁ

s1ayoeal ,

940€ [I9MO| pUBD - W ,

%T9igpuey - | ,

Sisi sjualed | “s18|oea} pue ,

Bsor %G 1IAMO| pUB D - sjuased jo Bugdwesiano |
2l ypsigpuey - i ‘ployasnoy | SANUNWLos 104 Ul sjooyds
S LIUM isyuedppied |y | 'sn Jo @jdwes wopuer | 3ngnd 213 2a18 noA pinom apeis Jeym
flodyad . ——— === . X3y uonesnp3

aujut v, —— ‘nﬁm‘ ood ..Cm..{._ooa N }
e joous %47 ‘Ed | spjoyssnoy uesuswy | Jjooyss mgnd s,pliyd JnoA ul ucnesnps
syand %£9 poad/us)enxs 10 aaelUasaIday _ 10 A1jenb ays 553558 NoA pinom MoH

9%z :1ood Auanjiood

le2el oTE ey | spjoyssnoy uesiawy ésjooyas olqnd [e20] JnoA ul uoneanpa

A2 aAed 24G¥ 1pO0D/AUB|[30x3 | 10 aajeluasaiday 10 Ajjenb ay3 8381 NoA pinoi MoH
ﬂcmLmQ - | S I s

|jooyds %2z :ood Aanjiood | [ iAjesauad

aygnd 9 ey LBy | sployssnoy uesuswy | ST Y3 U1 S|00Ls algnd Ui uoleanpa

JO %51 %497 :PO0D/1Us|[20X3 | jo3ApeIUBsalday 10 Aj1jenb ayj 2381 noA pjnom MoH

‘£10Z Ul Asnung d/oHON

'spuane ] _ suonsany pue |

Pliya J1ays adaym jooyas dignd ayy Joj anid syusded [ooyas 2iiqnd Bupie. ydiy Apendiued ay) s Sulpul JUS3SISUGD JaLIOUY

‘llod }Qd Y3 U1 SO£E L SYF 2UIS JUIS|SLOI USR] AR\ S)NSad 3sal L
'sjooyas ljgnd [e20] Mauy a1ed AlYBiY uayl INg ‘(33| [euopeu B wody Ajjenk [|eiaa0 L2yl INoge passe uaym sjooyds agnd
Jo uojuido mo| e Buiney uodau fayL “sjeoys 2gnd noge suciuido Bundiyuod aARy SUBdIIELUY JBL3 33e3ipul s|jod Jnoy ||v

sjooyas dijgnd Suipesn

221042 1541 J1BY] S8

$|00yIs pooylogyBiau [B20] 4L 03 00| [|13S 3N 3310YD JO B3PI Y} 3| |[BIANC ‘SUBDLIBLIY—SaS aWa away) Suiydielanc auo
“JanamoH "saijod uoieINpa pue sjooyds jgnd Inoge uojuido tapeolq s2)ignd ayy uo 1ysi pays 01 paasdes|p pue paaide
sfaains asay3 aJaym sease Ino jutod o3 Jdwsnie ue si syl "SeNSsS] 85543 INCGE UCIBWLICUI JO ¥ae| pue uoiuido Jo aausiaylp
s;3/doad pamoys s|ooL2s Ja1eyD pPUe Sia4anoa Inoge suopsanb au3 ang 'sjooyds d1jqnd jo Aenb sy | 'sanss! Ulewsd uo
paa.8e sfanins sy} LWoJ) BIBP 3| 'SJaYI83] DIPN|DUl OS|E JXaN UoIednpd ayy pue sjualed wioly ejep pataules yioq skamuns
1¥8N UONEINP3 pUE 14¥ 3yl °SP|oY3snoy UedLSWY JO 9|dWes WOopUEe) B Wwoly exep Jiayl pasayies [jod yad pue 4v/J40N
ay| 'slayanoa pue sjooyds Jaeyd ‘uonesnpa agnd jo uoiuido s;ajdoad noge suopsanb passe || Ing sjuedpiued uslayp
pajjod ‘(14v) uonetepad slaydea] UBSUSWY Bl PUB 3dd "IXaN UoREINP3 'dv/I¥ON Ag sAaains noy ay] “sapijod uonesnpa
Z1-3 Inoge sueduaLy Supise sAaAins JIayl Woly s)nsad sy pasealas suoneziuesio inoy Uaqusdas pue Aely usasmeg

£10Z 110d 3dd "AFANNS dY/IH0N ‘LEAN NOLLYDNAR '14Y & /
3DICHD TO0OHDS '3dD 'SIOOHDS HALHVYHD =i / TIHWIH 3INNY / LLOZ ‘2L 100

3DI0HD TOOHDJS ANV STOOHDS Ji'1dNnd
1N0QV 1334 SNVOII4IINY MOH :SAVS AJAANS

23} SUBILIBWY MOH :SABS ABAINS / 3DI0UD |00YDS + 3D « S|O0LIS JaLIEYD / SWOH

IDI0HD TO0OHDS
ANV STOOHDS JI1dNd LNOdY T334 SNYDIHIINY MOH SAVS AJAUNS

no PEI suwlo
O qv e H =4




2123 Ul [004S Ul L3Py J1ay) dasy 03 1uem sjuaied jo Auolew sy Jeyl lodal s1aydleasal syl "e5ed 341 3q 30U Aew jey)
1nq ‘swesoid Jayanon pue sjcoyas saleyd Bupuoddns ajdoad atow moys 03 panunuod elep A3AIns dy/JUON Byl ‘jdwexa
104 321042 SujLacUo sapIjod Jo suohesljdwl sUl ancge ssaualeme Jo 3ae| splqnd ayy Aq Buipes|siw aq el siaguuinu

2501)) U3A3 INQ ‘pap|s-au0 §s3| 242 3210y3 [00LIs Jo SadA) JUBIBHIP PUNO.E SINSSI BYL ‘SSPEIIP 324 UBL) BI0W 10}

AlyBiy sjooyos angnd Jiay) payjues asey a|doad Jo MAuolew ay ] mau ou st SIYL 's|ooyds dignd 2L 3yl 3jdoad jeyy Jesp s1y

*S4BYINOA 10 sjoouas Jlignd uo Asuow Buipuads usamiaq ucneledas ayl paiedipul Aesp pasoddo
fuolew e pey 1Y) Sjjod BU3 Ul SUONSSND BU3 USASMOH ‘B3es 210U 104 2d10y3 Jo eap) ay) Loddns ajdoad 1ey) sisa88ns
214 4821043, PIOM B3 PAUCHUBL SUONSaND auy) Jo ||e ‘s1ayanoa o) Jsoddns aiow peyjeyy skeans ayj u| "sasuodsal

999 :aWwodu] Mo - £5|00Y2s Ja ey

%€0 :sojuedsiy - W uo Fuipuads asealoul 01 spuny

940 ISUBDLIAWNY UBILYY - | ay) Suisn pue sjooyds aljqnd

9489 :aaouddesiq | W Jen8ss uo Buipuads Bupnpal jo

947 € :3n0iddy saoiddesip 1o aacidde noA og

L B ‘ ] 147

i T ijuswuEA0d |

| 3)B15 3y} AQ 135 SpIEpuUelS

| urepeo uiejulew Asyy se Buoj

| SB|0JIU03 JOUISIP [00Y9S [BIO|

| jo Apjuapuadapu; uopauny jeyy

W 5|00Y2s 211gnd ‘s1 383 ‘S|00Yas

Jaueyd aqnd escw Fuluado

asoddo Jou Joae) Jayleu

Jo asoddo ‘Joaey noA pinom

dv/240N

%ewsoddo | m f

Jou poddns JayilaN - | |

%16 :@soddo

jeymawos/AGuons - |
90t :poddns I

eymawosfAjduons - | |

sRLpeaL |

%ez :asoddo |

Jou poddns ByleN - ”

oa¢ :a3sodde | |

ieymawos fAiBuons - | _ is|ooyas

%0t :xoddns _ 133eyo Jo uctjewo) sy asodde

Jeymawos/ABuons - 1o poddns nod og “suoije|ndal

sjualed | | 21e35 Auew woly Jdwaxa

a.e 1nq ‘sanoaligo paswuoid

syUB.Ed |00Y2S 21|qNd

9;0¢ ‘asoddo 1ou JoaB) JBYLIEN |
9;£z 3sodda Jeymawos/ASuonys spjoyasnol i
o/t idong) Jeymawos/AISuoals | UBDLISLY Lo 3Alejuasalday

%67 :asoddo

Jou poddns Jayilen - 193W €] pajaadxa ale §jo0LIs 7

%9¢ :3soddo | ®s3YL 'pieoq |00yas [B30] BY} |

1eymawos/ABuons - '5I2yoea] , Aq paBeuew jou a1e Jng papuny ,

%6¢€ Joddns | pue syusied jo Bujdwesiarc | Aprgnd a1e yoiym sjooyos |

jeymawos/AjBuons - _ Y ‘ployasnoy | 1speys jo uopewoy 3y Jusad |
|

:sjuedisised || | 'S'M 40 ajdwes wopuey sa3e1s AUBLL ‘Mo ABLU NOA sy

31 L0 12343 LB BABY UED SJaUDN0A IN0ge suopsanb au Jo Buipiom sy} 's|ooyds Jalieyd noge suonsanb ayy o1 tejuis

‘ujewop 2ignd ayj uj Aejs 03 sejjop

a3y} ||e pajuEm sjuapuodsal 4o 9519 ,'snoiSija. Jo ealid 9y jgnd, jooyas Aue puane syuapnis djsy 03 alwos Suisn 1o sjooyas
2ijgnd uo Ajue spuny Buisn jo uondo ue uanF uayp Jooyds aleald pusne ualp|iyd dey o3 stejjop ayjgnd Sujsn pasoddo

%ZS HAd Ul "S8Yan0A 1ane sjooyds Jiqnd pooyloqudiau up Bunsaaul splemo) pled ag pinoys Aiopd Jaysiy eeyy pasiSe
Jlod 14y ay3 u sjua.ed jooyds 3)jqnd 4o Juastad xis-AQYZ13 siayanoA Jo sjooyds Jjgnd J3y3ie uo Asuoww Sulpuads SaAj0AUL
uopsanb ay) uaym axsoddo a3 moys fjod 3Qd PUB |4y AU WOL SINSAL DY) “JIAIMOH 'SUBISEINEY) pUE SJjueds)H 'SUedLaLLy
UBdLy 10 SE [|2M SB ([B42A0 syuedpiied AsAins 1of anu) Sem SIYL “Siayanea splemol uopisoddo uewy Loddns 1a)eai8
Pamoys 0s|e ABAINS d/DHON YL sayanoa jo sedfy yloq Bujsoddo Aolew e yym dnods AUo auy) a1am siaydea)] 'sjuapnis
BLUODUI-MO| 10} pUE SILBPNIS |8 104 S1ay2noA panoddns osie Aanins siy ut sjuaded aioly "Aljeayidads Saljitle) SWoIU-MO|
10} ’se ||am se 'syuapms (| 104 saypnoa Bupioddns spuspuodsad ([euea0 Jo aBejuadiad JaySiy e pamous (jod IxaN Uoiednp3
3yl -BuipJom uslagp Jo 3nsal Aay!

e s| ueSe U2iym 'SIBYdNoA JO aNss| aY) uo saluedalds|p mous os|e ezep Suljjod ay |
siayanop
‘suopedduwi Ayjod

41243 pue sjooyds Jeley aneqge dlignd auy Suneanps jo qof Jayiaq e op o1 pasu sisyewAdjod jey) s1sagens syl S|
Japeyn yo uopelie) ay Buisoddo Jou Buipoddns Jayiiau syuapuodsai Jo J9LEND B JBAC YHM 'S|00LDS JaBLD UD J3L3I0

ooyas

3L Jo Aem auo uojuido Suons e aaey Jou op (s 3|doad Auew 1By} 31E31pUI dY/DHON PUE XN UOREINP3 J0U saop uopsanb
14% 843 Se3J3yMm ‘[00LDS JILIRYD B JO UCRIUYAP JaLIG B 3pN|oul os|e ||od dy/JHON PUE X8 Uoiesnp3 syl ul suonssnb syl

*sjooLds Japeyd uo Suipuads aseatdu)

01 spuny au3 Buisn pue
sjooyas dyqnd Jeindal TI0d ¥ad 2102
uo Suipuads Supnpal
4o aaoudde syussed
|Jooyas gnd jo

9%2€ AJUo Jey) punoy

300438 $,UOND| ok
14y "Buipuads jo 1004 L]
SLUJ3} Ul syuspuodsad %02 [y
noge payse %he

14y ‘Ajjesauas sjooyss
Jaueyd Joy uoddns
Noqe payse uloq oym
DYON/dY PUe IXaNp3 %H %gh fen
ayljun “Buipiom

5100135 [Bo0Y

2509
38U} Jo 3nsad e A2y SI
pue ‘aunioid Juatayip g, / : r s
yanuw ejured Aamans
a8

14 23 woy erep ay|.

LL0E-hId wime jpuonoN

sjooyos anqnd Joy seppib g pun Yy

'S|00Y3S JILELD



o4tT :9audesiq
%08 1923y

|
oie :uondo tayonoa Loddng _
919 :Ajuo sjooyds 9jqnd pung |

9426 @soddo
%6E 1JonRS

%IT S[™UYM -

96T SoluedsiH -

%81 ISUBDLIBWIY UBDLYY -
94T :@s0dde sou paioae) JayanN

%0 SaUYM -

%be souedsiH - -

9%TT ISUBDLIBLUY UBDLY -
9%s¢€ :esoddo Jeymawos/AjBuois

%8E ISPUYM -

996G :sojuedsiH -

9466 ISUBJUSWIY UBdLYY -
%€t 110AR) Jeymawos/AjBuans

‘Ajlenb Y31y Jo 2q 01 wayy Juem pue sjooyds Jgnd pooyioqyiau

sjualed looyasaland |

~ ¢asuadxss,Jaded |
%B). 3Y3 38 5|00YIs snoyBial 10
aiealid 03 uaJp(yo 413y3 Sulpuas
403502 ay3 Aed sjussed Suidjay
ueyy Ayuoud JayBiy e ag pinoys

sjooyas 21qnd paoyloquspu |

uj uonnesnpa jo Ajjenb |

au3 aacaduwl 0} suBLISIALL |

Bunjew 3ey3 3218 nok og

e ELA

- *sjooyas snojdjal |

1o 1eAud Jo 3sco |ejued 3y |

10 jooyas agnd 30 3500 Ny Y3 |
J2A0D pINoM Sy L ‘snoidijas Jo
ayeaud “gnd Jayjaym ‘spuane

PLIYD 2133 |o0YdSs Aue 0} |

| spuny ajjgnd swos 103.1p 03 3)ge

=H
o

EisLl

(U

Jljgnd [eJauss

spioyasnoy
UBDLIBWY JO 3AI3EIUsaIdaY

a( pinoys syualed Aes s1ayo ,

*SJUBPNIS | 1O} UCIIeINpS 33813 |
uoIny Jayo Jeyy sjooyos agnd
104 Aed 03 Ajuo pasn ag pnoys

spun} ajqnd Aes ajdoad awog |

casuadxa anqnd

e puajje o3 jooyas ajeaud e
asooy> 03 sualed pue sjuspnis |
Buimopie asoddo Jo Joaey noh og
- [ T F ,

¢sjooyas oygnd jo

PE33SUI 32I0YD F1BY] JO 5[00YIS

snoj31j21 o s3eaud puane oy

uaupjiys J0j uomny 1oy Aed djsy

0] pasn aq 0] S12UINOA papuny
-XE} IN0qe |23 NOA Op MOH |
—_— d¥/JHON |

umo

J1ayy uo A s 3jdoad 150Ul 1Byl SMOUS SjUL |, LOISSILUPE J0 33UeYD Jamo| B UsAlS eale 1ey) apisino Sum| ua4ppys
LM JUBLIYIED (00435 Ul BUIAY| UBIP|IYD 03 USAIS 39 pInoys aduatayald, Sulfes sueaLawy JO %/9 yjim poayioqysiau

80T :@soddo

Jou yoddns BUpsN
5;£0 sasoddo

i JeymawosfABuons
[ 949z "poddns
jeymawosfAGuons

! spYyIea)

94GT @soddo

Jou poddns sayysN

| 041 sasoddo
| leymawos/Ajduons
941S :poddns
Jeymawosfd|Buons

isjusted

942 T :asoddo
Jou poddns JaylsN
94T :@soddo
jeymawos/MBuons
942t :poddns
1eymawos/AiBuons

90 :esoddo

Jou poddns ssypeN
%66 @soddo
leymawos/iduons
%0t :paddns
jeymawos/ABuons

%87 @soddo
Jou poddns JauusN
o4 1< :asoddo
1eymawos/Ajduons
9476 :Hoddns
1eymawos/A|Fuons

| 087 asoddo
i Jou poddns ssylan
o€ soddo
1eymawos/ABuons
%5t poddns
1eymaocs/ABuols

sjuedped v

‘SISLPES]

pue syuased o Sujdwessaso "

1w ‘ployasnoy
*s'n Jo 3jdwes wopuey

:srsyoea) |

susled |

‘slayoes]

| puesiuased jo Buydwesisac |

| YU ‘ployasnoy

uedpneed Iy | s 40 ojdwes wopuey

élesodoud siyy asoddo |

10 poddns ned pjnoaa “uopin
3y} Aed 03 Buidisy Juswussnod |
yum ‘pesisul sjooyos seaud |

Ul UBJP[IY2 1133 [j0IuS 03 |

wayy Sumol|e Aq ‘92102 JapIm |
e sjooyas dyqnd Ul uaIpIYd Yum |
SBI|ILE} BWOUI-s0| 3ME pinos |
1eyj apew uaeq sey jesodoidy |

é|esodoud siyg asoddo |

30 Hoddns noA pinoan “uopint |
2u3 Aed 01 Buidpy juswuiaacs |
Lpm pealsul sjoayss ayeaud

W U1 UBp|fy2 B1AL [|oJUa 0F |
| wayg Sumojie Aq ‘301040 JBpI
e sjooy3s algnd uf usIpjIys |
U3l SBI[ILLEE [ SALS pjnom. |
1243 apew uaaq sey [esodord v |

PON uoReINpy |

D pil




Everythmg you need to

know about the
Midterms

Ben Jacobs and Sam Mory

The votes on 6 November will give US voters their first chance to
pass judgment on Donald Trump since he took the White House.
Here's what you need to know about what's atstake

to keep control of both chambers of Congress? Just 35 of the 100

seats in the Senate, and all of the 435 seats in the lower House of
Representatives are up for grabs. To take control of the legislative
agenda and block Trump's ability to implement his programs, the
Democratic party needs to control both houses. With a Senate majority,
the Democrats would be able to block cabinet and supreme court
appointments. But while they may be able to take the House, clinching
the Senate will be much harder, Impeachment, by the way, requires a
two-thirds majority in the Senate, so would require Republican votes
even if the Democrats won every available seat in November.

T he key question in these elecuons is: will Republicans will be able

Can the Republicans keep control of the

Republicans 51 needed Democrats

ol mignity 19

i i
Only these seats are up for election

Here comes the math: the Grand Old Party (GOP) does have a big
advantage over the Democrats in this showdown, because the
Democratic party is defending 26 seats (including two independents,
who usually vote with them) while the Republicans only have to defend
nine.

... but both states are represented by two senators.
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News

Opinion

Ben Jacobs and Sam
Morris

f v ®

Senate

The Republican
majority of two more
seats sounds tight but
with the Democrats
defending 26 of the 34
seats a lot of races need
to go blue for the
Senate to flip. These
are a few of the ones
they'll be targeting

Sport Culture

The key races to watch at
the midterms

Lifestyle

Morev

he 2018 midterms will feature over 500 races for federal office

and governor's mansions, let alone thousands of others for state

and local office, Democrats are in a strong position to take back

the House and still have hopes of regaining their majority in the
United States Senate and winning a number of governorships, But there
are still over 50 days before election day and recent years are filled with
countless examples of political upsets in American elections.

These key races represent a slice of some of the most competitive and
compelling contests in November. Although by no means an exhaustive
list of the races that will determine the political complexion of the next
few years, this gives a sampling of those for the House, for the Senate
and for governorships that observers will be paying to on election day

Kyrsten Sinema Martha McSally

Incumbent
The Senate seat held by Barry
Goldwater and John McCain could be
picked up by Democrats in 2018,
After a tough primary, Republican
Martha McSally has been pushed to
the right and faces a tough race
against Democrat Kyrsten Sinema in
a state with a growing Latino
population and with deep tensions
between traditional business
oriented Republicans like McCain
and hard right Trumpists.

Jon Tester Matt Rosendale

Incumbent

@ @

Two-term Democrat Jon Tester has
built his own brand as a seven
fingered rancher with a buzzcutina
quirky, albeit Republican leaning,
state. However, his ardent opposition
to Trump's failed nomination of
Ronny Jackson put him on the White
House's radar and his re-election will
mark a key test of Trump's clout in a
state that he won by 20 points.

Dean Heller
Incumbent

@ &

Dean Heller is the most vulnerable
Republican incumbent in 2018, He
has had to strike a delicate balance
between staying on Trump's good
side and appealing to voters in a state
that Hillary Clinton won and with a
growing Hispanic population. His
opponent Jacky Rosen is a first term
congresswoman whose previous
political experience was serving as
president of her synagogue.

Jacky Rosen

Marsha

Phil Bredesen
Blackburn
Incumbent

o @

Although Tennessee has been safely
Republican in recent years, the
comeback bid of former Democratic
governor Phil Bredesen gives them
hope especially when faced with the
GOP nominee, arch conservative
Marsha Blackburn. Bredesen
represents the last of a generation of
moderate Democrats who forged
winning statewide coalitions in the
South and essential for Democrats's
long shot hopes of gaining a majority
in the Senate.

Joe Manchin Patrick

Incurmbent Morrisey

@ O

Although Trump won West Virginia
by 40 points, incumbent Democrat
Joe Manchin is very popular in the
state. A win by the blue dog
Democrat would provide a crucial
firewall in a state that, until recent
decades, was loth to elect Democrats.
If Patrick Morrisey prevails, it will
likely doom any hopes for Democrats
to regain the Senate.

Beto O'Rourke  Ted Cruz
Incumbent

@ O

Three-term congressman Beto
O'Rourke has captured national
attention with his challenge to
incumbent Ted Cruz. The Texas
Democrat still faces an uphill battle
in a Republican state where
incumbent governor Greg Abbott has
an overflowing warchest and no real
competition. However, even a close
loss would mark O’Rourke asa
national figure.



House

The Demaocrats need a
net gain of 24 seats in
order to win a majority,
something they have
only achieved twice in
the last fifty years,
Here are just nine of
the races to watch

California 48th California 25th Kentucky 6th

Harley Rouda  Dana
Rohrabacher
Incumbent
.I; "
Wiy » g
4

If the Russia investigation
determines the outcome in any
congressional district in the country,
it will be in this traditionally
conservative suburban Orange
county district. Longtime incumbent
Dana Rohrabacher has faced major
questions about his ties to Russia and
will face Democrat Harley Rouda in
November.

Lauren Randy Hultgren
Underwood Incumbent

® O

Republican Randy Hultgren has been
a steadfast ally of Speaker Paul Ryan
in a district that includes Chicago’s
sprawling outer suburbs, His
challenger Lauren Underwood is a
much-touted Democratic recruit who
is hoping to pull off an upset against
the incumbent in a Republican
leaning district that Trump won by
4%.

New York 19th
Antonio John Faso
Delgado Incumbent

& ®

John Faso is a moderate in a swing
district in the Hudson Valley that has
been a target for Democrats for
several cycles. The first term
Republican is facing Antonio
Delgado, a former Rhodes Scholar
and corporate lawyer. The race has
drawn attention as outside groups
have run racially charged ads
targeting the Afro-Hispanic Delgado’s
brief career as a rapper.

Katie Hill

© G

Los Angeles’s exurbs are the scene of
a neck and neck race between two
term incumbent Republican and
former Los Angeles policeman Steve
Knight and political newcomer Katie
Hill. Hill won the Democratic primary
as a relative moderate boosted by
strong support from national
abortion rights groups. Hillary
Clinton won it by almost 7% in 2016.

Steve Knight

Incumbent

JIowa 1st

Abby Rod Blum
Finkenauer Incumbent

6O ©

This northeastern lowa district has
been held by Republican Rod Blum
since 2014 despite its traditional
Democratic lean. Blum, a
cantankerous conservative
businessman is facing a challenge
from 29-year-old Democrat Abby
Finkenauer in what will be key test of
whether ancestral Democrats return
to the fold in the industrial
midwestern areas where Trump
made significant gains in 2016.

Colin Allred Pete Sessions

Incumbent
@ @
Longtime incumbent Pete Sessions
did not face a Democratic opponent
in 2016. However, his well-to-do
suburban Dallas district was won by
Hillary Clinton after Mitt Romney
won it by 15 points. He now faces
former NFL player Colin Allred in a
key test of whether Democratic gains
in prosperous suburbs signify a
political realignment.

Amy McGrath  Andy Barr

Incumbent

@ 98

Democrat Amy McGrath came to
national attention when she
announced her campaign with a viral
video about her service as a Marine
fighter pilot. She faces off against
three-term incumbent Andy Barrina
Republican leaning central Kentucky
district in a race that is considered a
tossup by national groups.

New Jersey 3rd

Andrew Kim Tom MacArthur

Incumbent

o O

This suburban swing district is
represented by Republican Tom
MacArthur who has unapologetically
embraced Trump. It is a key indicator
whether suburban voters will
embrace a Republican so closely tied
to the president. His opponent Andy
Kim is a top Democratic recruit who
was a former Rhodes Scholar and
counterterrorism expert. The district
was narrowly won by Trump in 2016
after Obama won it twice.

Washington 5th

Lisa Brown Cathy McMorris
Rodgers
Incumbent

© ®

Cathy McMorris-Rodgers is the
highest ranking Republican on
Capitol Hill but faces a stiff challenge
in her eastern Washington district.
This is the best chance Democrats
have to claim a scalp from House
leadership in 2018 and in a district
that then Democratic Speaker Tom
Foley lost in the Republican
revolution of 1994.
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2018 House Race Ratings

Sep 12, 2018

RATINGS SUMMARY

SOLID SEATS

Likely : These seats are not considered competitive at this point, but have the potential to become engaged.

LIKELY/LEAN SEATS

Lean : These are considered competitive races, but one party has an advantage.

Toss-Up : These are the most competitive; either party has a good chance of winning.

COMPETITIVE RACES

LIKELY DEMOCRATIC
9 Dem * 3 Rep

LEAN DEMOCRATIC

1 Dem = 8 Rep

TOSS-UP OR WORSE

*|talicized name denotes Freshman member

LIKELY REPUBLICAN
1 Dem * 26 Rep

AZ-01 O'Halleran
CA-07 Bera
CA-16 Costa
FL-07 Murphy
MN-07 Peterson
NH-01 Open
NJ-02 Open
NJ-05 Gottheimer
NV-04 Open
PA-05 Vacant
PA-06 Open
PA-08 Cartwright

AZ-02 Open
CA-49 Open
FL-27 Open
|A-01 Blum
NJ-11 Open
NV-03 Open
PA-07 Vacant
PA-17 Rothfus
VA-10 Comstock

MN-01 Open
MN-08 Open

CA-10 Denham
CA-25 Knight
CA-39 Open
CA-45 Walters
CA-48 Rohrabacher
C0-06 Coffman
1A-03 Young
IL-06 Roskam
IL-12 Bost
KS-02 Open
KS-03 Yoder
KY-06 Barr
ME-02 Poliquin
MI-08 Bishop
MI-11 Open
MN-02 Lewis
MN-03 Paulsen
NC-09 Open
NJ-03 MacArthur
NJ-07 Lance
NY-19 Faso
NY-22 Tenney
OH-01 Chabot
TX-07 Culberson
TX-32 Sessions
VA-02 Taylor
VA-07 Brat
WA-08 Open

AR-02 Hill
CA-50 Hunter
FL-15 Open
FL-16 Buchanan
FL-18 Mast
FL-26 Curbelo
GA-06 Handel
IL-13 Davis
IL-14 Hultgren
MO-02 Wagner
MT-AL Gianforte
NC-02 Holding
NC-13 Budd
NE-02 Bacon
NM-02 Open
OH-12 Balderson
PA-01 Fitzpatrick
PA-10 Perry
PA-16 Kelly
SC-01 Open
TX-23 Hurd
UT-04 Love
VA-05 Open
WA-03 Herrera
Beutler

WA-05 McMorris
Rodgers

WI-01 Open
WV-03 Open

AK-AL Young
AZ-06 Schweikert
CA-04 McClintock
CA-21 Valadao
CO-03 Tipton
FL-06 Open
FL-25 Diaz-Balart
GA-07 Woodall
IA-04 King

IN-02 Walorski
MI-01 Bergman
MI-06 Upton
MI-07 Walberg
NC-08 Hudson
NY-01 Zeldin
NY-11 Donovan
NY-24 Katko
NY-27 Collins
OH-10 Turner
OH-14 Joyce
PA-14 Open
TX-02 Open
TX-21 Open
TX-22 Olson
TX-24 Marchant
TX-31 Carter
WI-06 Grothman
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Arizona's 1st Congressional District
election, 2018

Arlzona 2018 elections

U S Senate U S House Congressmnal spemal
elections * Governor * Attorney General » Secretary of State + State executive
offices » State Senate « State House * Supreme court - Appellate courts + Local
judges - State ballot measures « Local ballot measures + School

boards * MunICIpaI-RecaIIs How to run for office

Democrahc primaries * Republican primaries

Incumbent Tom O'Halleran (D) and Wendy Rogers (R) are
running in the general election for U.S. House Arizona District 1
on November 6, 2018.

The 1st District is one of 13 districts that voted for both
President Donald Trump (R) and a Democratic representative
(Tom O'Halleran) in the 2016 election. O'Halleran won the
district by 7 points in 2016, and Trump won by 1 point. The
National Republican Congressional Committee placed the
district on its 2018 target list."1?]

The 1st District stretches along the eastern and northeastern
portions of the state and includes Apache, Coconino, Graham,
Greenlee, and Navajo counties. Portions of Gila, Maricopa,
Mohave, Pima, Pinal, and Yavapai counties are also included in
the district.!

® For more information about the Democratic primary,
click here.
® For more information about the Republican primary,
click here.

Democratic‘primary
Republican primary
General election

Filing deadline: May 30, 2018
Primary: August 28, 2018
General: November 6, 2018

Pre-election incumbent:
Tom O'Halleran (Democrat)

Poll times: 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Voting in Arizona

Cook Partisan Voter Index (2018): R+2

Cook Political Report: Likely Democratic

Sabato's Crystal Ball: Likely Democratic
Inside Elections: Lean Democratic
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LAME DUCKE SESSION | AUG. 31, 2018

If Democrats Win Midterms, Trump
Could Be Planning a November Surprise

By Ed Kilgore

A cornered Donald Trump after a midterm defeat could do some very dangerous things, fast. Photo: Jabin Botstord/The
Washinglon Post/Getty Tmages

For months we have been hearing about a lot of controversial things
Donald Trump might like to do right now, but is probably postponing
until after the midterm elections so as to avoid discomfiting his party’s
candidates or interfering with GOP messaging. These include shutting
down the federal government over his demands for a border wall; moving
controversial legislation that divides Republicans; and firing the attorney
general or the deputy attorney general, Beyond that, Trump will probably
be reasonably careful not to create a hot national-security crisis before
November 6, or take actions in his trade war that tank markets, or make
any truly overt threats against civil liberties.

If Republicans do well in the midterms and retain control of Congress,
Trump will return to business as usual and we'll find out whether he’s
going to do crazy things even if they undermine his chances of a second
term. But if Democrats win control of one or both houses of Congress,
then what? It's theoretically possible that Trump will decide he has to
change his ways and work with Democrats, and maybe move
infrastructure investments from the bottom to the top of his priority list.
But more likely, he'll behave like a cornered, er, president and do as much
as quickly as possible to achieve his ends or enhance his power. As Brian
Beutler compellingly argues, that probably means a “lame-duck session”
of Congress — held by the existing, GOP-controlled bodies — between
November and January that could be frightening in the speed with which
Trump takes steps to protect himself:



[TThose steps will include, at a minimum, pardoning Manafort and
firing Sessions. We can see his intentions both in overt and behind-
the-scenes steps he’s taken against McGahn and Sessions in recent
days, and in reports that he has consulted with his personal, criminal
lawyers about both pardoning Manafort, firing Sessions, and

impeachment.

Depending upon how willingly Republicans in the Senate will go
along with Trump’s designs, Trump may also seek to rush a new,

unrecused attorney general through the confirmation process, or
abuse the vacancies act to install an acting attorney general who

might corruptly interfere with the Mueller investigation.

ADVERTISEMENT

Beutler believes the haste with which Republicans are lashing the
Kavanaugh nomination through the Senate has less to do with fears of
midterm losses than with the need to clear the decks for more
controversial measures. Consummating what would in effect be Trump’s
version of Nixon’s Saturday Night Massacre would take some time and

attention.

And that’s just on the Mueller front. Trump might lose all sorts of
inhibitions over executive actions or nominations if he knew he had just
weeks to get things done before facing two years of Democratic
investigations, legislative maneuvers, and general “resistance.”

1t’s still possible, of course, that Trump is planning some sort of October
Surprise to increase his party’s chances in the midterms. It’s even more
likely, however, that he has in mind a November Surprise if things go
wrong.

TAGS: POLITICS DONALD TRUMP 2018 ELECTIONS LAME DUCK SESSION
MORE
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SATIRE FROM THE BOROWITZ REPORT

MERRICK GARLAND SAYS HE'S STILL
AVAILABLE

ﬂ By Andy Borowitz September 17, 2018

Photograph by Pablo Martinez Monsivais / AP

BETHESDA, MARYLAND (The Borowitz Report)—Saying that he
would like to help the Senate Judiciary Committee “in any way I can,”
Judge Merrick Garland announced on Monday that he is “still available” to
be confirmed as a United States Supreme Court Justice.

“I haven't heard from anyone on the Judiciary Committee,” Garland said.
“But I just want to let them know that I've let bygones be bygones if they'd
like to confirm me now.”

The judge said that he was “not surprised” that no one from the White
House has called about his availability for the Supreme Court job. “I've
been reading that Woodward book,” he said. “It sounds like things can get
pretty hectic over there.”

Garland noted that, when he was first nominated to the Supreme Court, no
Republican senator agreed to meet with him, but added, “Maybe they can
find some time in their schedules now.”

“After what they've been going through for the past couple of days, the
Republicans might want to give old Merrick another look,” he said. “I'm
clean as a whistle.”

Andy Borowitz is the New York Times best-selling author of
“The 50 Funniest American Writers,” and a comedian who
has written for The New Yorker since 1998. He writes the
Borowitz Report, a satirical column on the news, for

newyorker.com. Read more »
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Which Pollsters To Trust In 2018

8y Nate Silver

Filed under 2018 Election o °

As FiveThirtyEight has evolved over the past 10 years, we’ve taken an
increasingly “macro” view of polling. By that, I mean: We're more
interested in how the polls are doing overall — and in broad trends within
the polling industry — and less in how individual polls or pollsters are
performing. As we described in an article earlier this week, overall the
polls are doing ... all right. Contrary to the narrative about the polls,
polling accuracy has been fairly constant over the past couple of decades
in the U.S. and other democratic countries.

still, in election coverage, the “micro” matters too, and our newly updated
pollster ratings — in which we evaluate the performance of individual
polling firms based on their methodology and past accuracy — are still a
foundational part of FiveThirtyEight. They figure into the algorithms that
we design to measure President Trump’s approval ratings and to forecast
elections (higher-rated pollsters get more weight in the projections). And
sometimes those pollster ratings can reveal broad trends too: For example,
after a reasonably strong 2012, online polls were fairly inaccurate in 2016.

The ratings also allow us to measure pollster performance over a large
sample of elections — rather than placing a disproportionate amount of
emphasis on one or two high-profile races. For instance, Rasmussen
Reports deserves a lot of credit for its final, national poll of the 2016
presidential election, which had Hillary Clinton ahead by 2 percentage
points, almost her exact margin of victory in the popular vote. But
Rasmussen Reports polls are conducted by a Rasmussen spinoff called
Pulse Opinion Research LLC, and state polls conducted by Rasmussen and
Pulse Opinion Research over the past year or two have generally been
mediocre,



So which pollsters have been most accurate in recent elections? Because
some races are easier to poll than others, we created a statistic called
Advanced Plus-Minus to evaluate pollster performance. It compares a
poll's accuracy to other polls of the same races and the same types of
election. Advanced Plus-Minus also adjusts for a poll's sample size and
when the poll was conducted. (For a complete description, see here; we
haven’t made any changes to our methodology this year.) Negative plus-
minus scores are good and indicate that the pollster has had less error
than other pollsters in similar types of races.

The table below contains Advanced Plus-Minus scores for the most prolific
polisters — those for whom we have at least 10 polls in our database for
elections from Nov. 8, 2016 onward. These polls cover the 2016 general
election along with any polling in special elections or gubernatorial
elections since 2016.

How prolific pollsters have fared in recent elections

Advanced Plus-Minus scores for pollsters’ surveys conducted for elections
on Nov. 8, 2016, and later

ADVANCED
NO.OF AVG. PLUS-
POLLSTER METHODOLOGY POLLS ERROR MINUS BIAS
Monmouth University Live 24 4.8 -1.5 D+3.9
Emerson College IVR 51 4.1 -1.0 D+1.2
Siena College Live 18 4.0 -0.9 D+1.5
LATCROES i IVR/online % & 0.8 D+4.3
Marist College Live 17 3.7 -0.6 D+1.5
Lucid Online 14 2.6 -0.4 D+2.4
SurveyUSA IVR/online/live 18 4.5 -0.2 D+1.0
Trafalgar Group IVR/online/live 15 4.0 -0.1 R+D.8
YouGov Online 33 4.3 +0.0 D+2.8
Opinien Sawvy IVR/online 11 4.3 +0.1 D+2.8
Quinnipiac University Live 26 4.4 +0.1 D+4.2
g;?rﬂ:ﬁs;:g:fc‘fs/ Pulse - \yR/online 55 5.1 0.4 D+3.6
g:;'r':/ Oninion Research 0 10 4.3 +0.6  D+l.4
Gravis Marketing IVR/online 53 4.8 +0.7 D+2.5
ger:;r:jl;gton Researat IVR/live 32 4.9 +0.8  D+2.1
Public Policy Polling IVR/online 28 5.2 +1.0 D+5,2
SurveyMonkey Online 195 7.3 +2.3  D045.8
,L_’I':r;f:;ti’r'e"f N Live 18 8. D+8.9
Google Surveys Online 12 B. D+1.8

Megative plus-minus scores are good and indicate that the pollster has had less error than other
polisters in similar types of races.

The “average error” i difference between the polled result and the actual result for the margin
separating the top two finishers in the race.

“Bias” is a pollster’s average statistical blas toward Democratic or Republican candidates.

The best of these pollsters over this period has been Monmouth
University, which has an Advanced Plus-Minus score of -1.5. That’s not a
huge surprise — Monmouth was already one of our highest-rated pollsters.
After that, the list is somewhat eclectic, including traditional, live-caller
pollsters such as Siena College and Marist College, as well as automated
polisters such as Emerson College and Landmark Communications.
Polling institutes run by colleges and universities are somewhat
overrepresented among the high performers on the list and have generally
become a crucial source of polling as other high-quality pollsters have
fallen by the wayside.



The lowest-performing pollsters in this group are the University of New
Hampshire’s Survey Center, Google Surveys and SurveyMonkey. UNH uses
traditional telephone interviewing, but its polls were simply way off the
mark in 2016, overestimating Democrats’ performance by an average of
almost 9 percentage points in the polls it conducted of New Hampshire
and Maine.

Google Surveys and SurveyMonkey are newer and more experimental
online-based pollsters. Google Surveys has an unusual methodology in
which it shows people a poll in lieu of an advertisement and then infers
respondents’ demographics based on their web browsing habits. While
national polls that used the Google Surveys platform got fairly good results
both in 2012 and 2016, state polls that used this technology have generally
been highly inaccurate. Some Google Surveys polls also have a highly do-it-
yourself feel to them, in that members of the public can use the Google
Surveys platform to create and run their own surveys. We at
FiveThirtyEight are going to have to do some thinking about whether to
include these types of do-it-yourself polls in our averages and forecasts.

SurveyMonkey, which sometimes partners with FiveThirtyEight on non-
election-related polling projects, conducted polling in all 50 states in 2016,
asking about both the presidential election and races for governor and the
U.S. Senate. Unlike some other attempts to poll all 50 states,
SurveyMonkey took steps to ensure that each state was weighed
individually and that respondents to the poll were located within the
correct state. Thus, FiveThirtyEight treated these polls as we did any other
state poll. Unfortunately, the results just weren’t good, with an average
error’ of 7.3 percentage points and an Advanced Plus-Minus score of +2.3.

It wasn’t just Google Consumer Surveys or SurveyMonkey, however —
overall, online polls (with some exceptions such as YouGov and Lucid)
have been fairly unreliable in recent elections. So have the increasing
number of polls that use hybrid or mixed methodologies, such as those
that mostly poll using automated calls (also sometimes called IVR or
interactive voice response) but supplement these results using an online
panel.

In the chart below, I've calculated Advanced Plus-Minus scores and other
statistics based on the technologies the polls used. An increasing number
of polling firms no longer fall cleanly into one category and instead
routinely use more than one mode of data collection within the same
survey or switch back and forth from one methodology to the next from
poll to poll. Therefore, I've distinguished polls that use one methodology
exclusively from those that employ mixed methods.



Online polls have been less accurate in recent elections

Advanced Plus-Minus scores for pollsters’ surveys conducted for
elections on Nov. 8, 2016, and later

NO. OF AVERAGE ADV. PLUS-
POLL TYPE POLLS ERROR MINUS BIAS
Live caller 77 4.9 +0.1 o+2._.2
Live caller only 62 4 .8 -0.1 0O+2.5
Live caller )
bybrid 15 5.2 +D.7 D+1.2
IviR 35 &5 .6 -0.0 D+~2.0
IVR only i3 4.5 -0.7 D+0.8
IVR hybrid 17 4.7 +0. 4 o+2.86
Online 32 5.3 +1.31 D+3.0
Online only 15 5.4 +1.6 D+3.3
Online hybrid 17 5.1 +0.7 D+2.8
All polisters aii9 4.9 +0.3 D+2. 4
hat the polister
es O races
‘th:’.ﬁr]‘li!nbe of
=1 -2
e ¥aiea thair
The clearest trends are that telephone polls — including both live caller
and IVR polls — have outperformed online polls in recent elections and

that polls using mixed or hybrid methods haven't performed that well.

The relatively strong performance of IVR polls is surprising, considering
that automated polls are not supposed to call cellphones and that more
than half of U.S. households are now cellphone-only. It ought to be
difficult to conduct a representative survey given that constraint.

We've sometimes scen the claim that IVR polls are more accurate
because people are more honest about expressing support for
“politically incorrect” candidates such as Trump when there isn’'t
another human being on the other end of the phone. This feeling of
greater anonymity would presumably also apply to online polls,
however, and online polls have not been very accurate lately (and they
tended to underestimate ‘Trump in 2016).

Related: POLITICS PODCAST

Politics Podcast: A Conversation About Our Pollster
Ratings

Another answer may be that the IVR polls were more luclky than good in
2016. In general, online peolls tend to show more Democratic-leaning
results, IVR polls tend to show more Republican-leaning results, and
live-caller polls are somewhere in between. Thus, in years such as 2012
when Democratic candidates beat the polling averages, online polls
tend to look good, and in years when Republicans outperform their
polls, I'VR polls look good. If undecided voters largely broke to Trump in
2016, polls that initially had too many Republicans in their samples
would wind up performing well.

Over the long run, the highest-performing pollsters have been those
that:

1. Exclusively use live-caller interviews, including calls placed to
cellphones, and

2. Participate in professional initiatives that encourage transparency
and disclosure.

FiveThirtyEight's pollster ratings will continue to award a modest bonus
to polisters that meect ane or both of these standards and apply a
modest penalty to those that don’t. Thus, the letter grades you see
associated with polling firms are based on a combination of their
historical accuracy and their methodological standards. Polling firms
with non-standard methodologies can sometimes have individual races
or even entire election cycles in which they perform quite well. But they
don't always sustain their performance over the long run.

As for online polls, we don't want to discourage experimentation or to
draw too many conclusions from just one cycle’s worth of polling. But
we at FiveThirtyEight are becoming skeptical of what you might call
bulk or “big data” approaches to polling using online platforms. The
polling firms that get the best results tend to be those that poll no more
than about six to eight states and put a lot of thought and effort into
every poll. Online firms may want to do less national polling and fewer
50-state experiments and concentrate more on polling in electorally
important states and congressional districts. Results in these contests
will go a long way toward determining whether online polling is an
adequate substitute for telephone polling.
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IMPACT AID CONFERENCES &
RESOURCES

SCHOO
TAKE ACTION POLICY & ADVOCACY EVENTS EDUCATIONAL
FOUNDATION

TAKE ACTION

Learn more about your Federal
representatives & participate in the
latest NAFIS advocacy campaigns &
surveys through the NAFIS Action
Network.

Take Action |

¥ Federal Campaigns # Surveys

Support Increased Impact Aid *

Funding Use the form below to sign up for
This fall, eritical decisions will be made regarding Fiscal alerts,

Year (FY) 2019 funding for Impact Aid. So far: The
Administration’s proposal to eliminate Federal
Properties funding and reduce Basic Support funding ¢
by $525 million was rejected by the House and Senate... | 2IP Cade (D

Please complete the 2018 NAFIS Fall

Conference survey

Your honest, anonymous feedback will ensure that we View and search for legislation.
cantinue to provide quality programming at future
conferences. | Enter Ke @

View key legislation

Hill Feedback Form
Please designate a NAFIS member to complete the Hill

Feedback form for each Cengressional meeting. Find Officials

Look up and contact your officials.

" {5 ot ervoice
i AR

acatil 2 Company

Privacy Policy

WHY JOIN CONTACT US

For more than 40 years, NAFIS has been the volce of the Impact Ald community before Congress and the = Info@nafisdc.org

Administration. NAFIS also offers members up-to-date information, a professional network and technical L. (202) 642-5455

assistance on the program. 9@ 444 N.Capitol Street, NW, Suite 419
Washington, DC 20001

ABOUT NAFIS MEMBERSHIP

—— © Copyright 2018 Mational Association of Federally Impacted Schools Home | About NAFIS | Impact Ald Resources | Policy & Advocacy | Take Action |
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