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An Open Letter To FLISA School Districts

It is crucial that we stay active in protecting our schools from the syphoning off of funds
which benefit private entities and not children.

We must act now in opposition to the use of Impact Aid for the creation of an Education
Savings Account (ESA) for military students.

Although this may sound harmless, military families are not in support of such measures
(https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2018/04/10/military-
groups-to-devos-drop-plan-for-private-school-vouchers-we-dont-want-
them/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.22b85073e0f2) and the public education and Impact
Aid community see this proposal as a way to use public funds for private vouchers.

If such a proposal were to be put in place it could lead to the eventual syphoning off of
all public education funds including FLISA related Impact Aid (Federal Lands).

The leaders of many military impacted schools have never been more united in their
opposition to a school -related measure. They believe that this is a serious threat to the
schools which serve our military families and it is our duty to help them.

So, I'm asking for you to join in helping our country’s military families (and eventually
our own Federal Properties school districts) and opposing the elimination of Impact Aid
funds for a voucher program which doesn’t work and military families don’t want.

Making your voice heard is easy, simplyask your Senators and Representatives to
oppose this effort. It can be done quickly by simply clicking the “votervoice” link
below. | know that our military families appreciate your support, as well as the entire
impact aid community.

https://www.votervoice.net/NAFIS/Campaigns/55322/Respond

Tom Madden
Executive Director, FLISA



Banks's amendment, which he also introduced as stand-alone

MNews

No Vote in the House for Proposal on
Military Education Savings Accounts,
Closing the Door on Last Likely Federal

Choice Proposal This Congress

T he House will pot vote o a proposal to provide
education savings accounts to some milivary families,
cutting off one of the last likely routes for a Republican
victory on schoo! choice issues ahead of the midrerm
elections.

Rep. Jim Banks, Republican of Indiana, had offered the
proposal as an amendment 1o the annual defense poliey bill.

The House Rules Comunittee did not include it in a package of

amendments the full House will vore on Wednesday and
Thursday before passing the defense bill.

mwve =
2wy

Podcast (1] @ReplimBanks joined @PalricePinkFile
@IWF to explain his legislation to create Education
Savings Accounts geared toward creating #schoolchoice
far military families. £1Wad #Wpol #ESA billy/2Lkswex
10:58 AM - May 22, 2018

11 B Sae IWV's other Tweets

There are few other must-pass bills lefr on the congressional
calendar ahead of contemious midierm elections, Democrats,
expected Lo pick up seats in and possibly retake control of the
House, will have increasing leverage as elections approach.
They would have little reason to give Republicans a policy
victory on any issue, including private sehool chojce.

May 23, 2018

ks CAROLYM PHENICIE

3

Carolyn Phenicie is a senior
writer at The 74 based in
Washington, D.C., covering
federal policy, Cangress, and
the Education Department.

TALKING POINTS

v _(@RulesReps doesn’t allow
vole on @RcpimBanks
military ESA proposal in
definse bill, likely closing off
zschoolchoice voles in
Congress for rest of year

New Research: fue s Exclusive: Poll Shows < elari q P C4 S ‘or
Er?tsi?&‘seia?;r??ér —d Nearly Tvio-Thirds of legislation, would provide cither $4,500 or $2,500 for some
: < = Americans Would ilitary il i “her - 1i ]
Personalized Learning, — SUpport Supreme military Families, depending on where they h\refj, w0 use for
' private school tuition, rutoring, or other edueational expenses.

He proposed paying for it with Tinpact Add, a S14 hitlion
program thar funds the education of “federally connected”
children, like those whose parents are in the military.
Opponents had said taking funds from Impact Aid could upset
school district budgets, effectively harming some of the same
students the proposal aims to help.

RELATED
Hard Battle Lines Drawn &s Congress
Considers Using $1.4B in Federal
‘Impact Aid’ te Expand School Choice
for Military Families

—rpintraee. a ol

Advocates for the Banks propoesal ook a big hit Tuesday when
Education Secretary Bewsy DeVos testified betore the House
orce Committee, A fervent backer of

Education and the Work
all school choice, DeVos said that although she backs the
propesal, the Trump wministration doesnt support paying for

it with Impact Ald.

=} suppart the concepr of giving militazy familiss more
options and choices, but the vehicle of using an Impact Aid
funding stream is not nne that 1 support and that the
administration supports,” she said.

RELATED

From School Safety to Discipline
Guidance: 9 Subjects DeVos Addressed
in Wide-Ranging First Appearance
Before House Ed Committee

She and Banks, who was recently added 1o the Education
Committee, had a back-and-forth about the merits of
education savings accounts, particularly for military families.

ilitary families shouldn’t have to decide berween serving
their country and getting a good education [or their children,

DeVos said.

“\We need to be sensitive 10 military families’ needs, and we
have to, 1 think, support the fact that we have invested much
into these individuals 1o help them become highly trained and
capable ... To lose individuals prematurely because they are
not able ta make education choices for their children that
work for their children, T think, is just a travesty,” she said.

The Senare Armed Services Committee is meeting behind
closed doors this week o consider their version of the defense
bill. Republican Sens. Ben Sasse and Tim Scott, who sit on the
Armed Services Committee, have sponsored a companion ESA
bill, Attaching the language to the Senate’s version of the
defense bill would be even more difficult, given the closer
partisan divide and chamber rules that make it more arduous
to amend legistation on the Hoor.

RELATED

Sign up for The 74's newsletter
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5-+) Steven Singer, Contributar
p Husband, father, teacher, education advocate

Top 10 Reasons Public Schools Are The BEST Choice
For Children, Parents And Communities

10/04/2017 04:20 pm ET | Updated Oct 04, 2017

Everywhere you look today you'll find prefits prophets of doom bemoaning the quality of our public school system.

We've got too many falling schools, they say. The only thing to do is to Invest In private and privatized institutions —
vouchers, charters, ANYTHING but public,

But as education professors Christopher and Sarah Lubienski wrote in their landmark book The Publlc School Advantage:
Why Public Schools Oulperform Private Schoals there's little evidence behind the hype. Public schools are far from perfect,
but even given their deficiencies, they have benefits that far outweigh those of privatized schools. Indeed, market-based
educational reform, wrote the Lubienskis, is “increasingly a bellef system rather than a policy theory.”

Privatized schools are sometimes great at boosting standardized test scores, but when it comes to authentic indicators of

student learning, they often fall well behind their traditional public school counterparts.

And when you stop to consider things like finances, accountability, self-governance, social justice and life-long leaming,
then public schools prove themselves to be a much better choice than any privatized system.

Clearly we're speaking In generalities here. Every school — public or privatized — is different. But there is enough
commonality to identify certain trends between each lype of school to make general conclusions about each category. In
short, despite any media or political propaganda to the contrary, public schools come out on top.

Here are the top 10 reasons public schools are the best choice for children, families and communities

1) Public Schools Attract the Best Teachers

When choosing a school for your children, you want them to have the best teachers possible. You want life-long,

committed educators — people who entered the profession as a calling, who dedicate their lives to young people.

This is not the case at many charter or private schools. Their teachers often don't have the same high level of education
experience, or commitment. In many states, they aren't required to earn a four-year degree from an accredited college,

they routinely have less experience and higher turnover.

Compare that with public schoals. With rare exceptions, teachers must have at least one bachelors degree in a specialized
education field, and many have masters degrees or more. In addition, teacher turnover is much lower. This is partly
because public school teachers usually earn a higher salary than those at privatized schools. (It's still not comparable with
professionals in other fields with similar levels of education, but it's better than they get at privatized schools)) In addition
they have higher job satisfaction because of increased union membership, which enables greater stability and helps create

a safer workplace for teachers and their students.

Think about it. If you were one of the best teachers In the country, wouldn't you want to work where you get the highest
salary and benefits? Of coursel




2) Public Schools Have a Greater Sense of Community

Most public schools have been around for a long time. They are the heart of the communities they serve. They do so much

more than Just teach children. They host continuing education courses for adults, extracurricular activities, sporting events,

academic clubs, public swimming pools, open libraries, and invite the community for local events, concerts, seminars, etc.

This s rarely the case at privatized schools. Charters and private institutions are often fledgling startups. They're located in
rented office spaces, renovated store fronts and other locations chosen more for their cost benefits to investors and not for

their efficacy as places of education or community outreach.

Public schools have histories that go back generations. Everyone in the community knows the teachers who work there.
Parents often send their kids to the same educators who taught them when they were young. Sometimes this goes back to
grandparents and even great grandparents. Older brothers can advise younger sisters what it was like to have this teacher
or that principal. The kinds of relationships you get at public school just aren't there at institutions that model themselves

on big box stores like WalMart and Target.
3) Public Schools Increase Educational Choice

Privatizers often talk about charters and voucher schools as if they are the only places that offer parents and students
choice. It’s simply untrue. Many public school districts offer a tremendous amount of alternatives for students living in their

neighborhoods. Larger urban districts often have magnet or theme schools. But even beyond that, most schools offer a
wide variety of classes and curriculum. Students can take foreign languages, vo-tech, arts and humanities, independent
studies, and advanced placement or college credit courses. Students can take advantage of a plethora of services
designed to personalize their academic experience to meet their individual needs with special and gifted education, even

choosing which teachers are the best fit for their learning styles.

Obviously, these options increase with the degree of wealth in a community, but they prove that increasing choice doesn't
have to mean privatization. It means equitable funding.

4) Public Schools Have Greater Diversity

Students learn a lot more than reading, writing and arithmetic in school. They also learn how to deal with different kinds of
people — they learn to share this world with other humans from various racial, ethnic, religious, and sexual backgrounds.
The more diverse an environment they grow up in, the more well-adjusted they will be for the adult world, and the less

racist, sexist and prejudiced they'll probably become.

Public schools are often a sea of diversity. They are the best place to meet the entire spectrum of humanity. On the other
hand, charter and voucher schools are routinely segregated and homogenaus. Sometimes privatized schools make efforts
to fight against this, but you can't make much headway when your entire system Is based on sorting out the
underprivileged in favor of white, affluent children whose parents can afford tuition (private schools) or poor black but high

achieving children (charter schools).

5) Public Schools Are More Fiscally Responsible
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Public schools spend their money more wisely than privatized schools. They have tol Their records are an open book. All

the spending decisions happen in public view. And the law requires that all expenses must relate to educating children.

Privatized schools rarely do this, and if they do, it's by choice not necessity. They could close their books any day, make
whatever decisions they like behind closed doors and layout bundles of cash for thelr CEOs or Investors, Privatized
schools are for-profit. Even when they aren't explicitly labeled as such, they usually operate in the same way — cut student
services to Increase the bottom line. Their explicit goal is to make money off your child — not simply earn a middle class

income like public schools. No, they want to get rich off of your dime.

Privatizers buy mansions and yachts with your money. Public school teachers pay off their mortgages. And in the rare
instances where public school employees break the law and try to embezzle funds, they are much more likely to be caught

because the books are right there for all to see.



6) Public Schools Are More Reliable

When you send your child to most privatized schools, you never really know if it's going to be there tomorrow. Charter

If there's one thing you can be reasonably sure of, it's that your neighborhood public school will still be there. It's been
there for decades, sometimes hundreds of years. Charter and voucher schools are often fly-by-night affairs. Public schools
are solid bedrock. If public schools close, it's only after cansiderable public comment and a protracted political process. No
one ever shows up to find the lacal public school chained shut. Not the same at charters or private schools.

7) Public Schools Have Greater Commitment to Students

Charter and vouchers schools don't have o accept your child. Public schools do.

When you enroll in a privatized school, the choice is all up to administrators. Is your child a safe bet? Can they let your little
one in without breaking the bank? Will he or she make the school look good with better test scores? Will he or she be easy

to educate?

Public schools, on the other hand, have a commitment to educating every child whe lives in the district. They even take
homeless children. Only under the most extreme circumstances would they expel a young person. No matter who your
offspring Is, no matter how good or bad a student, public school operators have faith they can help the youngster succeed.

8) You Have Ownership of Public Schools

With privatized schoals, you're paying for a business to provide services. Public schoals belong to you. In fact, you're the

boss.

Public schools are run by your friends, neighbors and co-workers. Privatized schools are most often run by appointed
boards of directors who are not beholden to you but to the investors. As education blogger Peter Greene puts it, “The
charter Is a business, run by people who don't ever have to let you into their board room.”

In addition, many public schools go beyond even this level of parental involvement. They more often have PTAs or PTOs.
They have advisory councils where elected parents, teachers and community members can work together to advise the
school board on important maters like hiring superintendents, If parents and the community want a voice, the public scheol
system Is overflowing with options. Ironically, the community rarely has any say over privatized schools and parents can

only vote with their feet.

9) Public Schools Provide More Amenities

Public schools routinely offer so much more than privatized schools. At many charter and voucher schools, parents are

required to buy supplies for the whole institution. Public schools accept donations and sometimes teachers ask for help,
out if parents can't {or won't) send in pencils or tissues, the school provides it gratis. And even when the district is cheap in
this regard, teachers often make up the difference from their own pockets. It's not right that they have to do so, but they

constantly step up for your children.

Moreover, public schools offer a much expanded range of services for your children than privatized schools. Special
education and gifted programs are first rate at public schools while often intermittent or nonexistent at privatized schools.

And the requirements put on parents at public schools are much lower — less restrictive dress codes, fewer demands on

parents’ time and they take a greater responsibility for your children.

Heck, private schools rarely even pay for transportation. Public schools offer a free ride via the school bus from home and

back again.
10) Public Schools Match or Outperform Privatized Schools

When it comes to academic performance, comparisons all come down to what data you think s indicative of student
learning and which factors you exclude. You can find plenty of studies funded by privatizers that unsurprisingly conclude
their backers business model is the best. However, when you look at peer reviewed and nonpartisan studies, the story

changes.

The Lubienskis, in particular, paint an extremely compelling picture of public school superlority based on numerous’
complex statistical models including hierarchical linear modeling and multivariate regression. In short, the authors conclude
that after accounting for the demographic differences among various school sector populations, traditional public school
students outperform those at private schools over time. Students typically enter public schools with much greater degrees
of paverty than those entering private schools. As such, public school students start with greater academic deficiencies.
Even so, public schools are able to make up for these deficiencies over time more easily than privatized schoaols. And by
fourth grade, public school students actually have greater academic success than their demographically similar peers at
private or charter schools. The Lubienskis call it “The Public School Effect”

With all these benefits, you'd think we'd be cheering on our public school system, not denigrating it. However, the failing

schools narrative sells a lot of people on privatized alternatives. But it's not fact. it's marketing.

It's time someone explicitly outlined the benefits of our public schools. We could be doing a lot more to help make them

Public schools, they're what happens when we value children over profit.
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Now cut the tax rate to 21%. Now you only need to make 6.3% before taxes to wind up
with 5% after taxes. For every $1,000 invested, you make $63, pay 21% in taxes ($13)
and wind up with $50.

So in this example, the tax cut effectively reduces the cost of capital from 7.7% to 6.3%.

That would have been a big deal to Henry Ford or Andrew Carnegie. Jeff Bezos or Mark
Zuckerberg prefer the lower rate, of course, but it doesn't drive their decisions in the

same way.

Hence Krugman's conclusion: It's not that cutting corporate taxes will have no effect on
jobs or wages, but it's going to work out to a huge loss of goverment revenue in
exchange for a small number of jobs.

But the vision of a global market in which real capital moves a lot in response to
tax rates is all wrong; most of what we see in response to tax rate differences is
profit-shifting, not real investment. And there is no reason to believe that the kind
of tax cut America just enacted will achieve much besides starving the
government of revenue.

The end result. Krugman's argument needs one more step, because he leaves one
question unanswered: Why should you care if the government collects less tax revenue?
OK, maybe the lost revenue flows mainly to rich shareholders and billionaire CEOs and
only a few jobs are created. Maybe the overall effect on wages doesn't amount to much.
But if it's something, isn't that good? The taxman may bag a little less -- or even a lot
less -- but why should American workers cry about that?

Over the last few decades, conservatives have done a good job of convincing many
Americans that taxes just go down a rat hole and aren't connected to the valued services
government provides. (In states like Kansas and Louisiana, though, people are starting to
see the relationship.) And for the moment, Republicans have stopped worrying about the
budget deficits that they were so focused on during the Obama administration. Less
revenue means bigger deficits, but, again, why should you care?

Because deficit phobia will be back someday. We are already looking at trillion-dollar
deficits beginning in 2020, and that's under the assumption that we aren't in recession by
then. (This economic cycle is already getting a little old; that's why unemployment
numbers are so low.) In any serious recession -- and one always comes eventually -- the
deficit will top $2 trillion, which is much higher than the record Bush/Obama deficit of FY

2009.

There is only one pile of money big enough cover a shortfall like that: entitlements like
Social Security and Medicare. (We could zero out the defense budget and still have a
deficit.) When Republicans remember that they care about deficits, that's where they're

going to look.

So American workers who cheer for the corporate tax cut are like Esau being_grateful to
Jacob for his porridge: In the long run, the tax cut they let the rich monopolize will cost
them their birthright of Social Security and Medicare.
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veuehers. Our voices were heard loud and clear across the Capitol as

school districts leaders had an opportunity to share their school district

stories. Tuesday morning also brought US Secretary of Education Betsy

DeVos to the Hill to defend the Administration's FY 2019 budget

request before the House education funding subcommittee, chaired by

longtime Impact Aid supporter Congressman Cole (R-OK).

Congressman Cole, who met later that day with a dozen Oklahoma

school leaders attending the NAFIS Conference, spent a majority of his

allotted time questioning the Secretary about Impact Aid. In his

opening remarks, he stated: "I am concerned about the Administration

continuing to request cuts that Congress has rejected. One example

I'm particularly concerned about is the repeat proposal to decrease

funding for Impact Aid. . .that aid is an important source of resources

for school districts that are financially burden by their large amount of

federal property."

Later in the hearing, Congressman Cole questioned DeVos directly
about the proposed cuts to Impact Aid: "I am very concerned about
the proposed cuts in Impact Aid. School districts with high numbers of
federally connected children or large amounts of un-taxable federal
property rely heavily on these resources. . .and let me again add the
Jast administration also had this idea as well and, uh, it didn't fair too

well."

Congressman Cole also raised important questions and concerns about
the Administration's interest in an economic impact study on the
extent to which federal property expands the tax base in federally
impacted communities, saying: "Let me assure you, in the cases I
mentioned, let's just take Tinker Air Force Base, that's 16,000 people
that wouldn't be there. And the principle place where they work and
the investment is federal and it's not subject to state or local taxes.
There's no way the businesses around them make up for that or come
anywhere close to it. . . Indian properties [are] held trust by the
federal government. . . it's not disposed of very often, so I would just
be very careful here because these funding streams are awfully

critical.”

Congressman Cole made specific references to the other federally
impacted communities he represents in Congress, including Fort Sill
and the eleven Tribes in his congressional district. The question about
Impact Aid was the only one during the more than two-hour hearing
that DeVos opted to have US Department of Education staff answer in

her place.

After a six-month delay, the FY 2018 Omnibus Appropriations bill was
signed into law on Friday March 23. The bill included the largest
increase for Impact Aid in well over a decade: $81 million increase for
Basic Support and $4.5 million increase for Federal Properties. The
additional funding over the original proposed levels would not have
been possible without the broader effort to "Raise the Caps” on
discretionary funding that Congress approved just a few weeks ago.
The increases are a direct result of the NAFIS Family’s hard work of

engaged advocacy and unity of message.
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With Immigration Controversy as
Backdrop, GOP Senate Candidates
Blast Democrats
(/news/politics/gop-candidates-
attack-democratic-blll-fix-
immigrant-family-mess)

{2 CME Group

Democratic Senators Ask If CFPB

Nominee Worked on Immigration - - - - ==

Policy S ting Children and Senate Appropriations Chairman Richard C. Shelby and Sen. Roy Blunt are amang the lawmakers trying to
ollcy:separating : ren keep the Senate’s productive streak alive. (Tom Williams/CQ Roll Call file photo)

Parents (/news/politics/democrats-

ask-about-immigration-role-of-cfpb-

nominee ;
g Does the Senate’s sudden appetite for “regular order” have any chance of
Senate Democrats Oppose Federal  continuing through the summer, particularly when it comes ta writing
Retirement Cutbacks spending bills?

(/news/politics/senate-democrats-
oppose-federal-retirement-

cutbacks) “One only hopes,” Sen. Lindsey Graham

(https://www.rollcall.com/members?438&utm_source=memberLink?

utm source=memberLink) said. “Appropriators seem to be able to get Watch: Trump Says News

along better than other people.” Media 'Almost Treasonous’
for North Korea Deal

The South Carolina Republican chairs the subcommittee responsible for Coaverage

funding the State Depaftrr-lent. His b.l]ll is one offhe three on the schedule Members Fail to Beat the
for Thursday’s Appropriations Committee meeting. Press — and the Rain — at




" That the first amalgam of three spending bills to reach the Senate floor Py
has not been upended by the headline-leading debate over the Trump :
administration policy shift that brought about the separation of migrant |
parents from their children may be the best testament to the interest of
senators in making the process work.

“I laughingly said to Chairman Shelby, ‘I'm holding back some of the
greatest amendments on earth just so the Appropriations Committee can
prove that it can do business,”” Senate Minority Whip Richard J. Durbin
(https://www.rollcall.com/members?176 &utm_source=memberLink?
utm _source=memberLink) said.

The Illinois Democrat is a senior member of the spending panel, as well
as the ranking Democrat on the Defense subcommittee. Alabama
Republican Richard C. Shelby (https://www.rollcall.com/members?
11&utm_source=memberLink?utm_source=memberLink) became

chairman of both panels earlier this year. |

Balancing act

Shelby’s efforts to keep the process on track included a Monday meeting
at the White House. He joined Homeland Security Appropriations
Subcommittee Chairwoman Shelley Moore Capito
(https://www.rollcall.com/members?7252&utm_source=memberLink?
utm_source=memberLink) of West Virginia to speak with President
Donald Trump about border security, a key piece of Capito’s bill and
which is scheduled for full committee consideration Thursday.

Trump, of course, has expressed a desire for some $25 billion for
construction of awall at the southwestern border. Shelby said the
senators made clear to the president their intent to continue the
bipartisan work on spending to try to avoid a shutdown.

“Of course, the president’s focused on the whole border,” Shelby told Roll
Call on Tuesday. “Like all presidents, he’d want it done today, you know.
And Congress is different, a step at a time. We told him that.”

Durbin said a much smaller amount of wall-related funding in the fiscal
2019 Homeland Security measure had been worked out on a bipartisan

basis, avoiding an obvious flash point.

It’s also possible that Wednesday’s defeat of a Republican effort to
rescind past funding as requested by the Trump administration will help 4’

the process.

Appropriations Vice Chairman Patrick J. Leahy
(https://www.rollca.ll.com/members?glo&uhn_source:memberLink?
utm_source=memberLink) had wamed against passing the rescissions
plan because it could undermine the budget agreement from earlier this
year (https://www.rollcall.com/news/politics/senate-leaders-strike-
budget-deal). He lauded the rejection, 48-50, of a motion to discharge the
House-passed package from committees in the Senate, a move that

effectively blocked a floor vote.

“The Senate has reinforced the bipartisan, bicameral budget deal struck
by Congress four months ago by rejecting President Trump’s shortsighted
rescission package,” the Vermont Democrat said in a statement. “The
message that this vote sends at both ends of Pennsylvania Avenue will be

heard loudly and clearly.”



Moving on

The Senate quickly got back to working on spending legislation after what

turned out to be one long vote on cutbacks.

Majority Whip John Cornyn (https://www.rollcall.com/members?
14833&utm_source=memberLink?utm_source=memberLink) said
Wednesday afternoon he expected the Senate to hold final votes on the
three-bill spending package before shutting off the chamber lights for the

week.

“We had this temporary diversion on the rescissions package, so we’re
now back on the bill and hopefully we’ll get that done this week,” the

Texas Republican said.

“I think we’ll know more about how the year Jooks if we can successfully
get through the first group of bills, or so,” Sen. Roy Blunt
(https://www.rollcall.com/members?274&utm_source=memberLink?
utm source=memberLink) said. “Let’s just hope we, this week, are able to
move this package of three bills off the floor and have an established

pattern we can repeat.”

The Missouri Republican, a member of leadership, is also chairman of the
subcommittee that drafts the often-contentious spending bill funding
Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education.

Senators know the goodwill could disappear at any time, but for
now, even some of the most contentious Appropriations Committee
measures are on track. Durbin said he and Shelby are even “going to be

ready” to move a Defense spending bill.

In addition to his full committee role, Leahy is the Democratic
appropriator with whom Graham works the most closely in overseeing
the subcommittee on State and Foreign Operations.

“I'm really pleased with Sen. Leahy. He’s great to work with. He’s trying
to find a result,” Graham said. “It’s a chance for Democrats and
Republicans to do something together. We've got to run the government.
You can always make it better; it’s an endless quest.”

The progress on spending bills is continuing just after the Senate worked
through and passed the fiscal 2019 defense authorization, despite
battles that restricted amendment votes.

How far those good feelings extend beyond the spending measures will
likely be tested again next week, with the Senate planning to take up a
reauthorization of farm and nutrition programs before the July Fourth

recess.

Agriculture Chairman Pat Roberts (https://www.rollcall.com/members?
195&utm_source=memberLink?utm source=memberLink) has been
looking forward to bringing the bipartisan legislation to the floor —

perhaps in a similarly truncated fashion.

“I'm open to talking to anybody about the farm bill. Usually, you talk to
any member of Congress or a senator about a farm bill, there’s about an
11-seconds attention span,” the Kansas Republican said Wednesday when
asked about his willingness to discuss concerns raised by some
conservatives in the House, where the farm bill has been held up over the

immigration debate.
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House GOP 2019 budget calls for
deep Medicare, Medicaid spending

cuts

BY NIV ELIS AND PETER SULLIVAN - 06/19/18 01:16 PM EDT

4'810 SHARES

& Geatty Images

House Republicans offered a budget proposal on Tuesday that would cut
mandatory spending by $5.4 billion over a decade, including $537 billion
in cuts to Medicare and $1.5 trillion in cuts to Medicaid and other health
programs.

On Medicare, the budget would move towards a system of private health
insurance plans competing with one other, rather than the current open-
ended, government-provided Medicare system.

On Medicaid, the budget would impose new caps that could lead to cuts
in payments over time.

The budget also sets up a fast-track process known as reconciliation that
could allow ObamaCare repeal to pass without Democratic votes in the
Senate.

But that is a long way off at this point.

The Senate would have to adopt a budget as well to unlock the process,
and GOP leaders have indicated they have moved on from ObamaCare
repeal for now.

The budget also proposes $2.6 trillion in reductions to other mandatory
spending programs, including welfare and other anti-poverty programs.

“Despite an extraordinary past and a booming economy thanks to tax
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nation’s future, including $21 trillion of debt that is rapidly on the rise. We
must overcome the challenges,” said House Budget Committee Chairman
Steve Womack (R-Ark.).

The budget, which will be marked up on Wednesday and Thursday, is
largely a GOP messaging document. Congress is legally required to
approve a budget plan by April, which then kicks off a process of
appropriating 12 spending bills.

A separate spending deal reached in February largely governs the next
year's budget, and until this week it was unclear whether the House
Budget Committee would even bother with a budget plan. There is still no
word from the Senate Budget Committee on whether it will present its
own document.

The new budget calls for a precipitous drop in non-defense spending over
the next decade, even as defense spending rises.

The plan sticks to the 2019 discretionary spending levels agreed in the
budget deal, but then charts an aggressive course to balance over the
course of a decade.

Non-defense discretionary spending, which covers most of the federal
government’s activities, would drop from the $597 billion to $555 billion
by 2028. Meanwhile, defense spending would climb from $647 billion this
year to $736 billion in 2028.

Democrats lambasted the plan for unrealistic assumptions, including the
repeal of the Affordable Care Act, a goal the GOP has thus far failed to
achieve despite numerous efforts.

“The 2019 Republican budget scraps any sense of responsibility to the
American people and any obligation to being honest. Its repeal of the
Afforcable Care Act and extreme cuts to health care, retirement security,
anti-poverty programs, education, infrastructure, and other critical
investments are real and will inflict serious harm on American families,”
said Rep. John Yarmuth (D-Ky.), the ranking member on the House Budget
committee.

He also pointed to the GOP tax law, which the Congressional Budget
Office projected could cost as much as $1.9 trillion over a decade, as a
driver of deficits.

To achieve balance, the budget plan assumes that the economy will
consistently grow at 2.6 percent a year over the next decade, far higher
than the CBO estimate of 1.8 percent a year, but lower than the
administration’s rosy 3 percent outlook.

Budget watchers say that the plan is not realistic.

“While the budget resolution calls for $8.1 trillion of deficit reduction
relative to CBO'’s baseline, most of these savings come from rosy
economic assumptions or unreconciled and often unrealistic spending
cuts,” said Maya MacGuineas, president of the Committee for a
Responsible Federal Budget

“The budget also fails to account for the costs of extending the recent tax
cuts or replacing the Affordable Care Act, despite continued efforts to
enact these policies,” she added.

A separate call for $302 billion in savings through the reconciliation
process, which requires authorizing committees in Congress to reduce
deficits, “would represent a step in the right direction,” she continued.
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== of Federally Impacted Schools

NAFIS Information Alert:

The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor-Health and Human Services-
Education released its FY 2019 bill ahead of tomorrow’s markup. Despite level-funding
for the Subcommittee, the bill proposes a $52 million increase for Impact Aid -- $50
million for Basic Support and $2 million for Federal Properties.

These proposed increases are a strong rebuke of the Administration’s FY 2019 proposed
budget that included a decimating $525 million cut to the Impact Aid Basic Support
program and the elimination of Federal Property payments.

NAFIS Policy & Advocacy Director Jocelyn Bissonnette said of the increases: “The NAFIS
Family has worked extremely hard this year to protect Impact Aid from cuts and
advocate for programmatic increases. We’re only at the beginning of the funding
process, but this is as strong of a start as we’ve seen in the House in many years.”

The House is expected to mark up the bill before the full Appropriations Committee
next week, while the Senate Subcommittee is expected to mark up its version of the
bill later this month.

Disclaimer

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for
use by the recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby
notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this
information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by
Mimecast Ltd, an innovator in Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more
useful place for your human generated data. Specializing in; Security, archiving and compliance. To find
out more Click Here.
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A Government Shutdown This Fall Is Already A Real Possibility

Stan Collender, CONTRIBUTOR

May 22,2018 6:00AM  453@®

Fiscal 2019 appropriations do not appear to be a high [+]
priority for House Speaker Paul Ryan (R-WI). Photo by Alex Wong/Getty Images

Even though the start of the next federal fiscal year is still four months away, Congress'’s
action...or, really, inaction...over the past week makes it virtually certain both that a continuing
resolution will need to be enacted by October 1 to keep the government operating and that
there will be a possible government shutdown this fall only six weeks before the midterm

elections.

How is this possible? As they used to say in the cartoons (see below starting at about 55

seconds), just follow the bouncing ball.

1. Republican House and Senate leaders months ago made it clear that, even though federal

law requires it, they will not allow Congress to vote on a budget resolution this year.

2. Appropriations for the coming year — fiscal 2019 in this case — cannot be considered by the

full House until either the budget resolution is adopted or May 15, whichever comes first.

3. That means that as of a week ago, the House was legally allowed to debate and pass

appropriations for the fiscal year that will start this October 1.

4. But even though it could move ahead, the House took no action whatsoever on any of the

2019 appropriations.

5. In fact, according to Congress.gov, as of today only 5 of the 12 fiscal 2019 appropriations
have been approved by the full House Appropriations Committee and another 2 have been

approved by their subcommittee.

6. That means there hasn't been even a preliminary approval of five of the fiscal 2019

appropriations.

7. And, as the Congress.gov chart also shows, nothing has yet been approved by either the full
Senate Appropriations Committee or any of its subcommittees even though they're not

required to wait for the House to move forward.




8. Congress doesn't have a great deal of time. Not only will fiscal 2019 begin in about four
months, but the House is only scheduled to be in session 42 of the 95 weekdays between now

and then. The Senate is only scheduled to be in session for 61 days.

9. Unless the House, Senate and White House work at an unprecedentedly fast pace, the only

way to prevent a government shutdown this fall will be for Congress to agree on a continuing

resolution.

10. But with Paul Ryan (R-WI) being a lame duck speaker, the House Freedom Caucus once
again feeling its political oats, Democrats not wanting to hand the GOP any kind of legislative
victory just before the election and a president who may feel the need to prove his value to his
base on spending after he signed the 2018 omnibus appropriation against its wishes, getting

an agreement in the House on a CR may not be that easy.

11. An agreement between House and Senate Republicans that is also acceptable to Trump will

be just as difficult. He's already tweeted that he wants billions for his wall between the U.S. and

Mexico.

/1 The Senate should get funding done before the August break, or NOT GO HOME.
Wall and Border Security should be included. Also waiting for approval of almost 300
nominations, worst in history. Democrats are doing everything possible to obstruct,

all they know how to do. STAY!
— Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) May 12, 2018

12. It's logical to assume that Ryan and Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) want to
prevent the possibility of a shutdown this fall by pushing hard to enact as many individual 2019

appropriations as possible.

13. But with so few legislative days left before the start of the fiscal year, that option essentially

is already gone.

14. Ryan and McConnell will also want to avoid short-term CRs that will keep House and Senate
Republicans in Washington in October rather than campaigning for reelection in their districts

and states.

15. That makes October 1 the relevant deadline and a showdown this fall over a multi-month

continuing resolution and a government shutdown a real possibility.
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White House to propose merging Labor
and Education into one agency as
centerpiece of federal government
overhaul

By Lisa Rein, Damian Paletta
June 20, 2018 at 9:40 PM

White House budget director Mick Mulvaney listens during a National Space Council
meeting at the White House on Monday. (Susan Walsh/AP)

The White House on Thursday will propose merging the Education and
Labor departments into one federal agency, the centerpiece of a plan to
remake a bureaucracy that President Trump and his supporters consider too
big and bloated, according to an administration official familiar with the

plan.

The long-awaited proposal to reorganize federal agencies would shrink some
and augment the missions of others. It is the result of a directive that Mick
Mulvaney, head of the Office of Management and Budget, issued to federal
leaders 14 months ago. He urged them to find ways to merge overlapping,
duplicative offices and programs and eliminate those the administration

views as unnecessary.

The plan also is expected to include major changes to the way the
government provides benefits for low-income Americans, an area that
conservatives have long targeted as excessive, by consolidating safety-net
programs that are administered through multiple agencies.

The reorganization plan also is likely to revamp the Office of Personnel



Management (OPM) to shrink its role as the department responsible for
employee background checks, retirement claims, benefits and federal
workforce policy, two sources with knowledge of the proposal said.

The plan to consolidate the Labor and Education departments, which first
surfaced in Education Week and was later confirmed by other news cutlets,
would allow the Trump administration to focus its efforts to train students

in vocational skills in one place.

Republicans have long expressed an interest in eliminating the Education
Department since it was created by President Jimmy Carter in 1986. Trump
and Education Secretary Betsy DeVos have shown similar leanings.

In 1995, the House introduced legislation to merge the agencies to put K-12
schools and job training together, but the measure failed.

"The Education Department is the smaltest Cabinet agency in number of
employees, with just under 4,000, and a $68 bhillion budget. It oversees
federal student loans, distributes K-12 education funding, and enforces

federal civil rights laws at public schools and colleges.

The Labor Department, with about 15,000 employees and a $13 billion
budget, has a broad portfolio that includes programs to train workers,
enforcement of minimum-wage taws, the Bureau of Labor Statistics — which
produces economic data — and the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration. Under Republican presidents, the department has tended to
have a lower profile than under Democratic administrations.

Other presidents have tried to remake the government with varving degrees
of success, failing to enact large changes because they proved too
cumbersome, or resistance from Congress and federal employee unions was

too strong.




President Barack Obama pledged at a State of the Union address early in his
tenure to consolidate multiple trade agencies, but he was unsuccessful.

Many changes the Trump White House will propose Thursday — the Labor
and Education merger and other plans to consolidate offices with similar
missions, for example — would need to be approved by Congress, making
their success a long shot in a politically divided period leading up to the

midterm elections.

But the strategies could serve to better frame Trump’s vision of government
amid complaints from conservatives about the growing budget deficit. The
president has not advocated for specific changes to agencies’ structures,
although his supporters often gripe about what they believe is a “deep state”
of entrenched federal workers that they want removed.

The government structure has remained largely intact under both
Democrats and Republicans, and Trump has even proposed expanding it
somewhat by creating a new “Space Force” in the military.

Federal agencies and the OMB, which is leading the reorganization effort,
have kept details of their planning secret. Federal employee unions and
oversight committees in Congress have voiced concern that the Trump
administration did not consult them.

The OPM has long struggled to handle hundreds of thousands of costly
background checks each year. It was the target four years ago of a massive
theft by the Chinese government of personal information from 22 million
current and former federal employees and contractors.

Under the White House proposal for OPM reorganization, details of which
were first reported by Federal News Radio, the background investigation
system is likely to be transferred to the Defense Department. Other agency
functions, including the processing of employee retirement claims and
benefits, could be moved to the General Services Administration. Its
personnel-policy role could be moved under the OMB.

Some proposals are likely to meet stiff resistance from federal employee
unions, which are at odds with the administration over executive orders the
White House issued in May to limit their power.

Consolidating programs and offices could lead to a smaller workforce.
Mulvaney has also told agencies that they must come up with a long-term
blueprint to cut the number of federal workers starting in October.

Josh Dawsey and Valerie Strauss contributed to this report.

Lisa Rein covers federal agencies and the management of government in the Trump
adminstration. At The Washington Post, she has written about the federal workforce, state
politics and government in Annapolis, Md., and in Richmiond; local government in Fairfax
County, Va. and the redevelopment of Washington and its neighborhoods.

Damian Paletta is White House economic policy reporter for The Washington Post. Before
joining The Post, he covered the White House for the Wall Street Journal.



NAFIS Members:

Faces of Impact Aid

With so much uncertainty in Washington, DC, NAFIS is reviving a practice used during conference time that can be very powerful.
It’s easy, but critical your school district participates. Dust off and refresh your “Impact Aid Story,” the one you may already use in
meetings with staff in Washington Hill offices. We are calling this effort “Faces of Impact Aid,” and are modeling the project after the
very popular “Humans of New York” (HONY) idea, Click here to learn more about HONY. Our goal for this project is to make a
connection between Impact Aid and the communities it serves.

Tell us what Impact Aid means to your school district, and illustrate it on a very personal, local level because it’s often local
stories that put a face with Impact Aid that mean the most to Hill staffers. When you come to the NAFIS Spring Conference in
Washington, DC, we will have a Faces of Tmpact Aid collection box at our registration desk. Please bring your Impact Aid story (it
can fit on one page), and drop it in the box when you pick up your conference materials, or email it ahead of the conference to NAFIS
Communications Director Bryan Jernigan (brvan@nafisdc.org). On the last day of the conference, use your Impact Aid story as an ice
breaker in meetings with Hill Staff, along with the NAFIS Impact Aid Talking Points.

Your Impact Aid Story may also have a life after you return home! NAFIS staff will feature Impact Aid stories on our social
media pages and share them with policy makers.

When filling out the questions below, give detail. Why is Impact Aid important to your district, how do you use it and who
does it impact the most? Finally, attach a picture that illustrates your story. !

Faces of Impact Aid Questionnaire
Thank you for participating in this project and we look forward to receiving your answers!
Please follow the steps below:

Step 1: Basic Information

1. Name 4. State
2. Title / Position 5. Email
3. School 6. What is your Federal impaction?

Step 2: Tell Your Impact Aid Story

1. Describe the demographic and/or geographic context relevant for your school district (student population, size of district,
rural, percentage of free and reduced lunch, etc.).

2. How do you use Impact Aid to support academic achievement and operate your school district?

3. Connect your use of Impact Aid to a story that explains how it supports students/teachers/community, etc.

4,  What would your school district do with more Impact Aid funding?

Step 3: Include Photo that Illustrates Your Story

An example Faces of Impact Aid story is attached to help better illustrate one idea for how you can refresh your story.

Your Faces of Impact Aid Story Could Look Like This:

Kids in our school district struggled with math at all levels. So, using Impact
Aid dollars, we invested in new curricula, purchased new computer aids our
kids can use to augment their studies, and implemented ongoing
professional development aligned to student standards for all of our
mathematics teachers. We even blocked out time for teachers to meet as a
team to review student data and progress. We also used Impact Aid funds
to hire a math specialist. We are a rural school district, so enticing the best
qualified teachers is challenging, but Impact Aid allowed us to be

P competitive, and it shows. Our kids’ test scores are higher than they have
been in the Iast 10 years, moving up 15 points in the state assessment in just two years. We’re looking better than ever

and our kids are performing beyond expectations!
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