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MISSION
The Mission of National 7002 Impacted Schools is to secure federal funding which

reimburses eligible districts for tax revenue lost (for student programs) due to the federal
governments removal of land from the local tax roles; such revenue to be used for the
public education of students.

VISION
Secure 100% funding for the 7002 program

GUIDING PRINCIPLE

7002 Impact Aid Funds will be distributed in a fair and equitable manner
Membership in Section 7002 will be expanded

No decision will financially destroy or severely harm any district

GOAL
Secure funding to increase the 2009 appropriations for Section 7002 to $104,208,335,
which would bring it to a funding level of one-third of our entitlement over the next ten

years.
OBJECTIVES

1. Develop the strategy that will cause the achievement of this goal

2. Enhance communications among 7002 districts

3. Enhance communication with members of Congress

4. Work with the leadership of other NAFIS groups to form a unified front to speak

with one voice -
5. Cultivate leadership from within the 7002 group

6. Assure continued reauthorization of the 7002 Impact Aid Program
7. Broaden participation by increasing membership and encouraging active
participation by current members

ACTION ITEMS/ACTIVITIES
*As outlined in Advocacy Action Plan
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Federal Lands Impacted Schools Association Statement in Opposition to CHOICE Act
(115" Congress)

ISSUE:

Title Ill of S. 235, the “Creating Hope and Opportunity for Individuals and Communities through
Education” (CHOICE) Act, establishes a voucher program for the children of military personnel
who live on military installations. The Federal Lands Impacted Schools Association (FLISA)
opposes this legislation.

GENERAL DISCUSSION:

* Military parents and their children deserve the support of our nation. Public school districts
with significant numbers of military dependents have a strong history of offering the academic
and emotional supports necessary to support this unique population, including educational
counseling and other programs specifically designed for military students.

* The Impact Aid program provides funding to public school districts based on the number of
military-connected children enrolled, those living both on and off the installation. Rather than
creating a new program when funding is scarce, Congress should invest in programs like
Impact Aid to safeguard the ability of public schools to provide a high-quality education to the
students they serve.

* The Federal government should not create a new program when funding for current
obligations, including Impact Aid, is not being met. The Federal government should not fund
voucher programs as extensive research has shown that voucher schools do not improve the
educational outcomes for students.’

STATEMENT:

The Federal Lands Impacted Schools Association (FLISA) stands with the military impacted
schools community in strong opposition of “The CHOICE Act.” Diverting federal funding to non-
public schools would place a greater financial burden on local communities and taxpayers.
Instead of providing funds to an unproven school voucher program, Congress should increase
funding for Impact Aid for military impacted schools, and to benefit all federally connected
students.

1 New York Times, “Dismal Voucher Results...”, February 23, 2017: https:/nyti.ms/2maWvKN
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Mulvaney: Trump 'wanteq
the decks' in deal with De

BY MAX GREENWOOD - 09/08/17 10:05 AM EDT

4 SHARES

| THE WHITE HOUSE

i

White House budget director Mick Mulvaney on Friday cast President
Trump's decision to strike a short-term deal to raise the debt ceiling with
Democrats as an attempt to "clear the decks" in order to push tax reform.

in

"The very first thing he was thinking was, 'Look, we have things to do,
Mulvaney said on "Fox & Friends.” "We have a hurricane, still, in Texas. ...
We've got a hurricane getting ready to hit Florida, and right after we deal
with that, we want to deal with tax reform."

In a meeting with congressional leaders on Wednesday, Trump shocked
Republicans by agreeing to a deal with Senate Minority Leader

Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) and House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-
Calif.) to raise the debt limit and fund the government until December, in
addition to passing billions in relief for Hurricane Harvey.

Mulvaney said tax reform "is and has
been and remains the president's top
domestic priority, and he wanted to
| clear the decks so that we can deal

| with those three things — those two
emergencies and tax reform. And to
the extent that he was able to sort of
move those issues off to December, |
think that was a great idea.”
The Senate on Thursday passed the
stopgap measure to fund the
government and raise the debt
ceiling.

$5 DELIVERY IN YOUR AREA

That legislation also included more than $15 billion for hurricane and
disaster relief in response to the devastation caused by Harvey in Texas
and Louisiana. Another storm, Hurricane Irma, is expected to make
landfall in Florida on Saturday, and Hurricane Jose lingers behind it.

Trump has begun a more aggressive push for tax reform in recent weeks,
making appearances in Missouri and North Dakota to pitch his plan.

TAGS CHARLES SCHUMER MICK MULVANEY TAX REFORM




and Trump's deal with the Democrats

In spite of the hurricanes, the week's most unexpected event came
Wednesday when Trump sided with the Democrats on a deal to keep
the government running until December 8. The bill (signed Friday)
appropriated $15.3 billion for hurricane relief, continued government
spending at current levels elsewhere, and raised the debt ceiling. It
did all that without any of the usual hostage-taking: no spending cuts
to balance the hurricane relief, no attacks on ObamaCare or
Medicaid, not even maney for Trump’s border wall. There was also
none of the brinksmanship we've gotten used to: The House and
Senate didn't play chicken with each other, and the vote wasn't
delayed until minutes before the government would have to shut
down.

Republicans felt undercut and several were "seething" {(according to
The L.A. Times). All 90 of the House votes against the bill came from
Republicans. Treasury Secretary Mnuchin and Budget Director
Mulvaney reportedly were "met with groans, boos and hisses" Friday
morning when they tried to get Republican congresspeople to
support the deal.

That agreement was part of a larger Trump charm offensive towards
Democrats, When Trump went to North Dakota Wednesday to
promote his (so far vacuous, as | explained |ast week) tax reform
proposal, he took Democratic Senator Heidi Heitkamp with him on Air
Force One, and appeared with her on stage.

For a Democrat fighting to keep her seat next year in a state
Trump won by 36 points, the senator's day could not have
gone much better. Trump's tax push has yet to be written as
legisiation, and a vote still remains a hypothetical.
Heitkamp's appearance with the president, then, cost her
little in exchange for what amounted to an endorsement of
her willingness to work across the aisle.

Since so far Trump's tax reform "proposal” is only a vague list of
principles, Heitkamp could easily support it in theory and still vote
against the bill that ultimately comes to the floor.

He also took Nancy Pelosi's suggestion to reassure DAGA
immigrants that they won't be deported in the next six months. He
agreed with Chuck Schumer on the goal of repealing the debt ceiling
permanently.

(BTW: That's a good idea. The debt limit has essentially become a
self-destruct button that Congress must periodically decide whether
to push. A debt ceiling made sense before 1974, when Congress
considered each tax and appropriation separately and members
could duck responsibility for the deficits those bills added up to. But
now the irrespansibility runs in the other direction: A member can
vote for a budget that includes a deficit, and then preen for his
constituents by voting against allowing the government to borrow the
money.)

The punditry has a number of theories about why Trump is doing this.
If you're in a generous mood, you might imagine that he's doing it for
the good of the country. After all, we avoid a government shutdown
or a debt crisis for another three months, and hurricane victims start
getting help, all without creating another artificial crisis.

Weewor S i
cei{ DIET |

Qp-1t




You might also imagine that he's decided to begin taking seriously
the populism he campaigned on. Up until now, Trump's executive
orders have nodded in the direction of campaign promises about
immigration and trade, but he has let Paul Ryan and Mitch McConnell
control his legislative agenda. So ObamaCare repeal-and-replace
would have done its greatest damage in precisely the poor rural
communities where Trump Is so popular, and tax reform looked likely
to become yet another giveaway to the super-rich, with working-class
Americans offered little more than a mess of pottage in exchange for
Social Security and Medicare birthrights that would inevitably be cut
once budget deficits balloon.

So charming Democrats could, in theory, be the overture of an
authentically populist tax reform, one that eliminates the loopholes
where the rich hide their income and uses the money to either cut
middle-class taxes or lower the deficit.

Another theory is that Trump didn't like hearing that Congress would
be too busy in September to accomplish much on tax reform or
infrastructure, so he made a quick deal that would "clear the decks".

The Hill reports:

Lawmakers had expected to fight over fiscal issues right up
until the end of September, but now the schedule for the
month is surprisingly clear.

Finally, there's Josh Marshall's theory, which | have to say sounds the
most plausible to me:

Trump needs to dominate people. Clearly Trump felt that
McConnell and Ryan are not serving him well enough or
loyally enough or both. So he lashed out or tried to damage
them. Schumer and Pelosi were simply the most convenient
cudgels available. ... It's been clear for weeks that [Trump]
feels routinely betrayed by these two men. They don’t
produce for him. They embarrass. They fail to defend him.
The need to dominate runs deeper than any policy agenda
or ideologlcal ambition.

linterpret the recent overtures with a high-school-dance metaphor:
Trump's date hasn't been giving him enough adulation, so he's
punishing her by flirting with her rival. Pelosi and Schumer should
enjoy the dance, but not get fooled into thinking that some great
romance is starting. Trump will be back with Ryan and McConnell as
soon as he thinks they've learned their lesson.
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IN STUNNING NEW DEAL
WITH DEMOCRATS,
TRUMP AGREES TO BE
IMPEACHED

ﬂ By Andy Borowitz September15, 2017

Photograph By Tom Williams / ©Q foll Call via Getty

WASHINGTON (The Borowitz Report)—In his most stunning deal yet with
Democratic leaders, Donald Trump agreed on Friday to be impeached by the
end of 2017.

Emerging from an Oval Office meeting with Senate Minority Leader Charles
Schumer and House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, a beaming Trump touted .
the deal for his imminent removal from office.

“Chuck and Nancy and I got a deal done on impeachment,” Trump said. “It was
a good deal and it was a fast deal.”

Trump said that the Democrats had convinced him that agreeing to be 5t
impeached would make him soar in popularity. “People are going to love me for
doing this,” Trump said. “They’re going to love it on all the channels.”

In 2 barb aimed at House Speaker Paul Ryan and Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell, Trump said that the impeachment agreement was something he
“never could have gotten done” with the Republican leadership.

ADVERTISEMENT

“I went around and around with the Republicans for months on health care,” he

said. “This meeting with Chuck and Nancy took, what, five minutes, and I could

get back to watching T'V.”

Hoping to capitalize on their momentum, Pelosi and Schumer said that they

would meet with Trump next week to discuss the ouster of Vice-President Mike

Pence.

Andy Borowitz is the New York Times best-selling author of

“The 50 Funniest American Writers,” and a comedian who has

written for The New Yorker since 1998. He writes the Borowitx

Report, a satirical column on the news, for

R

newyorker.com. Read more »
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Opinion

Opinion: How Donald Trump Made
Congress Great Again

It may help the country — if not the president

President Donald Trump’s rocky relationship with lawmakers has made Congress free enough to act in the
country’s best interests, Murphy writes, (Win McNamee/Getty Images)

If you were a member of Congress, especially a Republican member of Congress, you could be forgiven for
having at least some contempt for President Donald Trump.

He's used the GOP-led Congress as a punching bag and a scapegoat, He demands absolute loyalty from
Republican members, but abandoned them last week the moment he saw an opening to strike a deal to raise
the debt ceiling with Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer and House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi.

He’s called Republicans losers and flakes. He's defamed their parents
and insulted their spouses, He dispatched a Cabinet secretary to
threaten Sen, Lisa Murkowski, R-Alaska, after she blocked an
Obamacare repeal bill and told his 36 million Twitter followers that
Tennessee is “not happy!” with Sen. Bob Corker, R-Tenn,, after
Corker voiced concern about Trump’s fitness for office. He has openly
courted primary challengers to run against members of his own party,
even the ones who have voted for almost all of his agenda.

On the plus side ...

Soit's ironic that, in more ways than one, Congress is living its best life under Trump. After years of partisan
gridlock, bills are moving, or at least being debated. Long-sidelined committees are doing essential work. And
in a town where party politics has swamped almost every other governing instinct, members of Congress are
showing more real independence to speak their minds and vote accordingly.

Somehow, all of the dysfunction between the Republican House and Senate and Trump’s White House has
created a Congress that is showing signs of functioning again. In Oprah parlance, Congress is becoming its best
self. In Trump verbiage, Congress is making itself great again.

In the last two weeks alone, Congress has quickly approved disaster relief, raised the debt ceiling and
dispensed with a government shutdown weeks before the deadline, three items they've struggled with for
years, Sens. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, and Ron Wyden, D-Ore., struck a five-year funding deal in the Senate
Finance Committee to extend CHIP funding for five years.

Sens. Lamar Alexander, R-Tenn., and Patty Murray, D-Wash., are holding hearings to repair, not replace,
Obamacare. Speaker Paul Ryan and Pelosi are meeting with House leaders on a DACA bill that has tied
Congress in knots for the last five years.



Committee chairmen are leading in their areas of expertise, leaders are meeting to strike deals, and the
legislative branch is finally legislating.

A significant piece of the new dynamic has been Congress stepping up as a co-equal branch of government to
rein in and even reject the president when he has said or done things few people can explain, even his fellow

Republicans.

Want insight more often? Get Roll Call in your inbox

That was certainly the case when Democrats and Republicans acted almost unanimously, 517-votes strong, to
strengthen sanctions against Russia for hacking American election systems, even when Trump made it clear he
didn’t want to,

That was also the case when the House and Senate unanimously passed a joint resolution, which the president
must sign, to denounce white nationalists, neo-Nazis, the Klu Klux Klan and other hate groups who caused the
violence in Charlottesville, Virginia, last month.

‘Not his subordinates’

Standing up for the country, despite the president’s objections, seems to be the primary motivation behind the
Russian hacking investigation by the Senate Intelligence Committee, which has been serious, disciplined, and
bipartisan. And that was absolutely the thinking behind Sen. John McCain’s extraordinary op-ed last month
reminding his fellow members of Congress that they don’t work for Trump.

“We must, where we can, cooperate with him,” McCain wrote in The Washington Post. “But we are not his
subordinates. We don’t answer to him. We answer to the American people.”

As much as Republicans in Congress are acting out against Trump, he has been acting out against them, too,
beyond just mean tweets. Frustrated by slow Republican progress on his agenda, Trump decided to skip the
headaches of a GOP-only deal last week and strike the debt ceiling deal with Pelosi and Schumer, over the
objections of his own Cabinet officials. It wasn’t what Republicans wanted, but the deal got done. The crisis was
averted, and for once, Congress and the president avoided a self-inflicted wound.

Almost despite himself, Trump has made Congress free enough to act in the country’s best interests and
independent enough to act against their own president, no matter their affiliation, if that’s what it takes.

He's strengthening the resolve of the one group that can make him a success or take him down.

A stronger, more independent Congress may not always be in this president’s best interests, but it is in the
country’s best interests, and we have Donald Trump to thank for it.

Roll Call columnist Patricia Murphy covers national politicsfor 1he Daily Beast. Previous, she was the Capitol Hill bureau
hicffor Politics Daily and founder and editor of Citizen Jane Politics. Follow her on Twitter @10atricialurphy.

Get breaking news alerts and more from Roll Call on your iPkone or your Android.
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GOP struggles to control its own agenda
The next six months are full of hazards for Republicans — largely created by Trump.

By BURGESS EVERETT, SEUNG MIN KIM and KYLE CHENEY | 09/09/2017 07:33 AM EDT
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Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell talks about recently passed House disaster relief funding during a
stakeout following policy luncheons on Sept. 6. | John Shinkle/POLITICO

President Donald Trump's flirtations with Democrats and fixation on divisive campaign promises
have paved the way for hazardous, rolling deadlines over the next six months on spending, the debt
ceiling and immigration.

The debt and spending bill approved by Capitol Hill on Friday averted imminent fiscal disaster, but
it's added more misery for a Republican Party whose agenda has floundered even with unified
control of Washington for the first time in a decade. It's also given Democrats significant leverage
to imperil tax reform, the GOP's best hope at a major legislative victory.

Rather than dictating the agenda of Capitol Hill, Republican lawmakers oftentimes find themselves
at the whims of a capricious White House, Democrats in the minority and a calendar that's getting
increasingly packed ahead of campaign season next spring.

Speaker Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) predicted in January that tax reform, Obamacare repeal and a border
wall would all be done by now. Instead, Obamacare repeal may be completely dead at month’s end,
there are just broad strokes on tax reform, and many Republicans oppose the border wall being
pushed by their own president.

Now GOP lawmakers across the party’s ideological spectrum are agonizing about the party’s stark

lack of achievements after getting rolled by Democrats in debt ceiling negotiations this week.
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“If we get to December and we've not repealed and replaced Obamacare, we've not built the wall,
we've not done tax reform, let me just tell you it is not going to be pretty,” said House Freedom
Caucus Chairman Mark Meadows (R-N.C.}.

“I'm extremely worried,” said Sen. Joni Ernst {R-Iowa}, an ally of Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell (R-Ky.}, who's urging him to cancel an October recess to get more accomplished. “My
gosh, why were we not here in August doing all of this?”

The crush of deadlines and internal GOP feuds only begins to describe the obstacles facing
Republicans this fall. The most immediate decision is whether to revisit the painful health care
debate that seemingly ended when Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) voted down a repeal bill in July. The
Senate parliamentarian recently ruled that the GOP loses its powerful party-line repeal powers to
dismantle the 2010 health care law after Sept. 30.

The quick passage this week of the deal brokered by Trump and Democratic leaders to provide
Hurricane Harvey relief, fund the government and lift the debt ceiling into December could open a
hole in the Senate’s schedule in late September to take one more shot at Obamacare, depending on
how quickly the chamber can pass a defense policy bill this month.

No health care plan seems likely to get 50 votes, but there is immense pressure from the White

House and its congressional allies for the Senate to try again — a battle beleaguered GOP leaders

are wary of fighting again.

And for all the talk about tax reform, the GOP is nowhere close to passing a budget resolution for
the next fiscal year — a critical step to unlocking procedural tools to allow Republicans to aveid a

Democratic filibuster in the Senate.

The GOP leadership is considering bringing a budget to the Senate floor in the first week of
October, according to Republican sources. But drafting a fleshed-out fiscal blueprint with policy
details, rather than a “shell” resolution that Republicans did last year for Obamacare repeal, may
also prompt internal GOP battles over spending priorities.

“This budget process is broken,” said Sen. David Perdue {R-Ga.}, who is close to Trump. “T've been

screaming about it for two years.”

House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Kevin Brady, the House’s point man on tax reform,
said there's still no time frame for the budget to pass or for lawmakers to release substantive details
of a tax reform package.

“I don't know what that schedule is,” the Texas Republican said. He added, "We're just focused on
delivering [tax reform] to the president’s desk by the end of the year.”

Democrats, high on their victory this week with the fiscal deal, hope to build on their momentum
and throw another wrench into the Republicans’ ambitious agenda, particularly on tax reform.
They believe the pressure of the new December deadline will make it difficult for the GOP to juggle
both a spending bill and a partisan tax code rewrite,

“I certainly hope it makes it more difficult to carry out an agenda of trickle-down economics,”
House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.} said of the internecine GOP fight in a conference call




with reporters on Friday.

Still, Republicans remain outwardly optimistic for a tax overhaul's prospects, viewing itasa
. political imperative for the party after the GOP crashed and burned on its push to dismantle
Obamacare, Ryan has vowed to complete a tax overhaul by the end of the year and other

1 Repubhcans also v1ew Dec 31 asa drop -dead date,

. Without actlon on tax reform Repubhcans risk ending the year o for 2 on their major prmnties,
po ntlally presagmg a dlfﬂcult midterm campaign nexi year.

Hen "It s ]ust gomg to be more dlfflcuit to have a spending debafe in three months, We oughtto doa
e 10ngerwterm [spendlng stopgap]. That's my biggest concern,” said Sen. Rob Portman (R-Ohio). “We

:;'_c_:a_ln_st_ll_l_ge_t [tax reform] done, though. Let me say that definitively.”

. Trump administration officials have also insisted that the three-month fiscal deal, which setupa
massive year-end deadline in Congress, actually cleared the decks for doing tax reform —
comments that puzzled some Republicans.

WHITE HOUSE

Trump gets cozy with Democrats, and Republicans say ‘I told you so’

By ELIANA JOHNSON, BURGESS EVERETT and HEATHER CAYGLE

“I'm not quite sure what they mean,” said Sen. Mike Crapo (R-Idaho).

“I don't like to see the big train wreck in December,” satd Sen, John Thune (R-5.D.}. “Ilike to clear
everything so we don't have everything hitiing at the same time. My preference was to have a
longer deal on the debt ceiling.”

Republicans are now hoping the Treasury Department's practice of extending the government's
borrowing capacity through “extracrdinary measures” will give them at least until early next year
before another painful debt ceiling vote. But that is uncertain and based on tax revenues and

macroeconomic factors out of Congress’ hands.

Complicating matters further is how to address hundreds of thousands of young undocumented
immigrants whose future in the United States was thrown info question when Trump announced
that he would end the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program. Work permits and '
deportation protections for so-called Dreamers will begin to expire in early March unless Congress
codifies the Obama-era executive action into law. That's another chiff Republicans had not

previously anticipated.

Democrats want to pass legislation creating a pathway to citizenship for Dreamers as soon as
possible, and believe the year-end deadlines give their party significant leverage on immigration.
But Republicans are pumping the brakes, insisting that tax reform has to come before immigration

fixes.

“Regardless of the six-month deadline, I think [for] people on our side of the aisle, tax reform is the
thing that has to be dealt with first,” said Sen. Bob Corker (R-Tenn.}.

Republicans started the year aiming to ram through Trump's Cabinet, his Supreme Court nominee,
Obamacare repeal and tax reform all along mostly party-line votes.

Now there is concern amorig Republicans that Trump's growing closeness with Pelosi and Senate
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.] could complicate the party’s efforts to move tax reform

with only GOF votes.
"Many in the Republican Party are now saying: 'Hey,
Democrats. What's our path forward?™ McCain said.

oy, the president just made a deal with the "~




“Juapisaxd a1} 10§ }a0ddns pue ssturodwon 03 ssauuado ‘A3010apt

jo sauy Suore payuswidey Ared e SuLAJTUn 9S8 YoNUI 3,USI 19T ‘AQUSLMD pUy -Surop
3 P[NOYS 1USTITIAACE T[] e SUIUIWLISIAP 10] BPUaSe 1ua1ey0d & dO[Adp 01 1MOIIP
F sEW yorgMm wafqod a st juemuiaaos,, 1t asturaad o13 U0 s3sel £30709p1
Sururesos pejers s Aured a1 Jo gongy ‘welqoad [euonIppe ue s0e; swearqndey UI9POTA

BWEqQ Yoeled puB WOUI [[ig JO semuapiserd a3 01 Aem a1}

[[® 3ST[ 0p-03 S[EeI0WR( BT UO PIUTLWSI I PUE PaznLiowd 1,USem ULIOJOI 9180 YI[BeH
"PISTIDOJUTL SB JJO 9TIEY “I91I.]) S]] ‘SIOTH0 S[IYM 19118807 sanss] uamuﬁoc Auew 9] 01
S[qe aIam ‘Twosuyop mx_% ‘sIspee| awog ZSIYSLI [IAID ‘UONRZI[EIIAST Hmn_nd Quoaurdojaasp
[BI0I “TONERONDD pUE $118./95e12A00 2120 U3[e9y ‘SULIO}ox ozuonoum ezrond

01 s[eog £o170d JeyM SPIDP 0} PRy AT ‘D). SIY3 SULIN "9OLJO UI Sem I9LIE)) Aoroarpe
USyM TE6T 0} LL6T oL ureSe Pue ‘UoSUyo[ TOPUAT pue Apsuusy J UYOL J0pun 6961
y3noyy 1961 wioy “Aousprsard s,wewniy, A1Ter] Jo 180U Y3no1y} “eIs [ea(y maN-1sod
913 UL 8STIOF] PUE 818U ISTIOH SMTAA Y} po[onuod ‘oidurex? 10y ‘sjprowa( ‘STID0L
01 S2UO YILYM UO SPLAP OS[E 1SN S1LTed ‘SINSSI 9T} UO JUSADITE S 1013 USTM TAAT

*£5170d 9180 THRAY U0 PayIuLL SSO 218 A2}

— PaMOUS 91B(ap SILII[EIT JUIII A3 S8 — NG ‘90UeISUL 10f ‘soxe) Jomo] 11oddns
A1pBirer sueoriqndery ‘ueald v 3,ust 11ed 1511 oY1, “peznitond aq p[noys epuase 1B} moT|
(1) pue ‘st epuade 18y 1eym uo 99188 (1) 03 sey 11 “epusse ue yustwadur Aaanoage

01 £11ed © 104 “ssexSuo) ur LAred Ajuofew a1y 20§ emod Jo 20Imos A9 ® ST [0aued
epUSSE 1e7] SMOTS YoIRaSY 2 MoJIp Afandeoep aq Wed J1q SNOIAGO SIIFSS SUO STUL

epusbe peziuoud y

"TIST] 9ARY 1,USA0P JOO Y1 pue

‘S9U0 9ATI[SISA] 0JUL S9LI0301A [eonI[od 1I9ATI0D 0} 18pIo Ul Spaau A1ed Auiofew e Jemy
SBUIY) [BI2ABS SIB 91U, (PIRY OS TRT[) SOYBUL 1BYM "I 93eS1aeu 0] 07 TWIBS] 0] 2ABTY
JUSUIUIA0S ST0TYM 93 JO [01u00 Tl santed ueas ‘afueyd 1 sjduae areorduwos pue
TWMOP MO[S 01 paudisap ST WeISAs '’ 913 90uIS “u10A0E 03 YENOUD 1, UST JUSUIUINACS
SUI[ONUOD Yot} S1RTSTOWSP ST “ISABMOT] ‘QUOP SARY sueor[qndey a1 Surgy suQ

"SIapBa]

dOD JO sISLM 21} JSUTEFE — SIBIOUWIS( YALM [BIP T2 N0 Y 104 PUV “JOI[aI I9)SBSIP
SUEDLLINY 2101098 PUE STIUOW 2211} XU 1Y} 10} HNBJSP AINSEOLL, PUE TMOPINYS
JIRUILISACE © JJO 6AR]S 03 “99m 1Se] [eap S1q B 950[0 0] padeuew Aqreury dumaig,

WS D A D w2 M

JUSPISAI] "I I0F MOYS 03 sjuauiysijduroooe aane[sigal 1ok ou ey Ing ATente 9ouIs
£oueprsaad 913 puE $521810D) JO SASNOT] I0q PI[ONUOD SBY JOO YL “sueorqndoy

JIO0J [[M 003 INO PaIOM L USEY JUIUILISA0S pagrum ‘1] os Ing "Aotjod PuUB sme]

e1eR1p Aqreonoerd o1 f1ed e ajqeus pnom 1mo) swaldng 93 U0 syess Jo fuolew e
Ppuz seaTEIUasaIday JO 9STOY ‘91RTUAS ‘9SNOH YA 9T SULINISS T YUIy3 1St nox

¥ /10004 NYAH “ABPSINY | UO 9SNOH SHYAA SU) JO LIOOY 1S BUl Ul 80UIRIU0s smau & Bulnp dwni juapisaig

- UCTABJLLSTUTWPY dund) 3yl Japun patT4

TJBZY BITNC Ag

‘yBnous 1,us| sselbuon pue
2SNOH alUAA eyl Bulj[o/1uoD 1.yl SMoys s1elocwaq Yim [eap s,duwini

WIDA0Y) J ue) suedrqnday] AYAA

WY 95:5 1w £T0¢ ‘IT "d3S



-o1qera Areantod oq 1e8uo] ou Aew sestwoIduIod Jo SPUR]
asot) ‘(4Aoeda] Surdewrep ‘Sunsel 3w 9010e1d ) s3S10RI SUNBPOWIUIODIE AQ PaTInA0S
SOTINAWOS STBI0W(] [2a(] MIN S{IYM "10AR] JO I10 TS[[E] SABY] SSPILLTE 1S10RI ARISA0

AU "S096T 23 20urs pafueryo sey 1w [eonod o3 Ing sIeul-pIey uoneiSuru
SE [[9M SB ‘T0TO'] WISTHIOS SIY} 0] SI0S5900TS 9T Sapn[ouL mou Lred wearqndsy oy,

*£o1rj0d 1o pIemIO] SUTAOT JO SXES Y3 10] SSRLIOUII

[e10®1 JO 515019711 313 SUDYLIOES SAUNAUIOS “UONIRY ISIOB JOT3 YHm PasTwiorduiod
STRIO0 (] AT URD-PIN "SI2I0M YOB[( U 1YSIw 181 suonoanod afem

pue 10qe] 81 sonsst 1sureSe yoeq paysnd os[e pue s1ySL [1a U0 ssaifoid yorq proy
YOTYM ULSUnU0d WISIN0S S} SULISPISUOD INOTIIM ALTRJ STRIDOWS(] AMITS0-PIUI a1
INOQE [€1 1,UBD 34, "UONI[EOD I9PIMm B SULULIOY JO 23es 71 10f sjutodmara sjqruonsa(qo
SureIs]0} SUIPTOUL ‘9SIN0D JO ‘SIATTESAU MO SH JYBN01q AJTSIDAID [eo180709p]1

“A}1SI2ATP [80130[02P] PaSeInoosIp usljo

pue Ayedo] Ayred pepremal jeql armonns e Sureso ‘diysiapes] Ared paramodura
1271 (0661 oy Ul S8R 1O 38 ISYIOUR PUR) SOLGT 31} Ul SULIOJAI BT Ia)fe paoerdel
alom SPIPIUINIOD Suong "ABp0] 298 am we Aanonpoid 2Ane[siSa] 1918018 103 MO[[e
PIP 3 Ing "uoniuiyep [eo1sooapt pue aurdosip L1ed Jo yoe] o3 moqe peurejduicd
SORLIO pUE “SIATFu0D JO AJud[d 91am I8, *2SIN09 JO “10ay1ad 3, usea gorvoxdde s

-aurdsip £1red NOQE $S8] PALLIOM PUE ‘SIOLIISIP JIAY) JO SPST 9T 01 aA1suodsar aq
PIMO? [0 Patoae ‘walsAs sIyl 1epuy) ‘sauy] A11ed SSOI0R PaYIOoM U0 PUE ‘SaNSST
197} 1940 UOTIIPSTIN{ 9708 pa£0[Uus s3anIUIIOD [RU0ISSAIZUD) ST papLaotd Ammuap)
Y10T-PIUIL 312 JO [POTL 291} [UITI0D SU0LS 91T, *oSTOIdUIOD 10 SIATIUSOUL 91810

Jer]) ss218U0D) U SaNI [euonEzIueSIo A[[eradss — sayndsip osat aafosel djoy meo
STUONIILSU] "UOTEDO[[E 901110821 I8A0 S9INASIP PUB SUOTIE] U8aMI( Saysep ‘soymads
1940 SJUBWAAIFESTP B [[M 21013 wroddns orqnd pue epusSe Suraionos B [Im UaAT

SUOISIAIP [euJ@)ul SSaippe 01 AeMm Y

"Anunos a3 Jo Aurofewr ay) yam

oy ut sAem[e jou aze siejioddns 2100 s dwmiy, Jo seouerayead a1 Qnsal e sV ‘91epueBwI
€ U39 9ART] 0] UOTDI[2 UB 9419019d £a1) UOTM ‘TII9] LIOYS S UL 1589] I8 “epusle
§,9SN0Y ST M 9T 310ddns 03 Ao 2I0W 318 $82ISUC)) JO SISQUAW Jey) S1s083ns

[2I29SII UIOS "SJOB S§S2ISUOY) MOT] 2DUSTLJUI SIWTSUIOS TeD YoTgMm ‘sstotjod sty 10]
91BPUEBL [EI0J09[2 UE SBY 31 ISYM INoqe suondasorad 10] s1e1yew sty ], "930a Jendod
911 10U 3¢ 839[[0)) [B10300[H 913 wom dumiy, :2197] SZUS[[EID INPOUR §308] JOO) YL

"uoneziede] euen(Lrewt 10} J1oddns up aseaIour Juaoal

B U22( 5,9I91} PUE “©0UBRISUL 10} ‘SApeMmOT oFeLiIet xas-aures J10ddns ajdoad arow
Auew {paurpsp sey epuede [e10s s Lred oy 107 11oddns orjqnd 1ng 'suoseI00 [RI9AS
uo ‘reyndod A[[ensn a1e yaTgam ‘SIM0 Xe] pajoeus A[[NJssadans Sey JOO) ol ‘A[IR[ImLg

= 0 uoTRIIp

Korpod [exeqr e 107 1r0ddns Sureusis ‘P96 Ul 55918000 SNBINOUWRQ [eIeqI[ B ut

P304 PRY 918101032 913 9snedaq “Ared UI ‘[NJSS00NSs SeM — SME TOBISIIIUL ‘SUIsnoy
e} ‘Surpuny sue — epusfe AISUAIX S,UOSUTO £ MO paure[dxs Sey I9ZI[9Z Ul
rel01stH -orqud oy i remdod Areiauat a1em ‘@IedIpeIAl SB oS ‘Suell epusde
Joleur 531 Inq ‘SIUAMIA9ISESID JO S10] PRY AIBd O RIN0WR( AINJUBI-PI 31} ISBIU0D UL

*ssa13u0) Ul senIofeut Jooid-03eA
ojur paye[suex 1xoddns orqnd peaadsepm Inq ‘a1 pasoddo 91 :[[Iq STONOUERS BISSIY
o3 i wis[qoad stz oqut wer osfe dwmay, ~remdodun £1e4 wasoxd aaet — J0y 918D
a1qepIogy oyl eadaz 01 ST[Iq St gons — ssa1Suoy ur suediqnday] £q no payeis uaaq

94T Jet} suonisod 2100 ma] 9 JO awos "Aem PIeT] 913 110 STyl Surpuy st JOO 9L

*a1eqap

[BUOTIRU B JO apIS SUO.IM 913 U0 JYSNED 3G 0] JURM 1,UOD PUR ‘UOLI9[2a.l UI }S219]UL

e £q PRIBALONUI 3 01 PUa] SS9IZU0D) JO SIS 1N "ISITLOI JO “AdT[0d 109IIp sABMm[e
j.useop uorurdo oryqng “1oddns orqnd seq 11 71 0] € sdiay It ‘sef1ours epULSe I9ABIRYM

Moddns 21jgng

“SurqlAue aAsTyoR 01 PIBT] 9q UBd I ‘Senyriorid

J0 308 paI1eys AJopim ‘9[qelS B INOTIIM PUB ‘so1j10ads a3 1IN0 SUR{IOM JO 9SIN0D 913

Tl 1P 0} SPUL] UONR[SIST "WAT) 2ASILDR 131t sa1jod JO SPUR] 1eUMm INOqE S[Telep Yyl
U0 LI07S UIYJ0 8,97 g — AW0U029 191399 B ‘A1Lmoas [euoneu 198uons ‘98819400 180
[ 1939 — $2100I10 SUTLISA0S JO ISqUUNU € Pastuwiold OS[e SBY o1 “ASI9AOLU0D

03 ASI9A0IJU0D O] PUB ‘UONBISIUIL 0] 2183 TI[ESY 0} $3XE] 0] DINIONISRIUL

woyg Surdum( ‘uo snooy 01 JOO) 213 SIUBM 21 JBYM PIIR[NIDLIR AJI89[D ), USET]

9H -senuond jes A1red st padfay 3, usey ‘eymuesnt ‘“Aorjod o1 yoroadde umo s dwnig,



< 1OPIRY ST UMLIDA0S,, ‘ST ST[9] WOI[TWRH [BIISTITE 1)} SV “AJ1I0(eI 9T JO SSUII0I1I0YS
a3 1no Sunurod — eanalqo Surdyun e Jo Amxny a1 sey Lred uonisoddo uy

-satorod

IS0 PUE ST} I9AO SIUSTISIZBSIP JO JSIoM I} IOPUN I[([UIILID 0] P1IR]S STIEIS
Aurofew uo proy s A1ed a1 ‘S1ySLI [TAID JO 93 US[[RYD J] PASSAIPPE AJ[RUl) £9T[1 30UO0 —
ITe 1e17e 1ede [[oI A[[ET1USAS S]BIOOWR(] BIa-TEa(] MON JO UOTIIE0D JTL, "atum) Jo |Bus]
Aue 107 £1dde suO[R 191 “UIRS] 0] UOSSA] PIEY B S,1BU1 Iy "SIOUISJIIP S} JUIOIISA0

01 MO N0 paindy 194 1 USLY UONI[R0d JOL) 93 JBUL 91BOSTI[I — SUI[192 14aP 913

I9A0 SO JUS291 150 911 urpnpoul — suedrjqndey [euorssaisuod pue duni], waamlaq
syeaiq ofqnd snoure (Arofewr SurnIas0s € sk JOO) 243 I0J YOONO 1] SIBYM 0F

*SUB(| [9ARI) S,NOTENSTUIPE o1 JSulese

suotnoalqo 01 oneredmAs ATTeroadss Taaq AT YIYM ‘S1MOD Y UL SSS00NS TS

pey os[e aary ‘oqiymueaul ‘sjuauoddo dwniy, ‘ydnous st Arrofewr opdulls € 2191 §9104
U0 U242 SUOLI9J9P JO JO] B PO 1,1ed A31[] 0S ‘s1eas 5 [Im ‘aleuss oy ur urSrew
ury g Auo seq A1red o], 10118 10 UI00I [N A194 JOO 971 9AIS SOTWTRUAP 9501,
-Ajuiourur a1 Ul a1 A31) [8not) se Sueaq suedijqndsy SuWos [[11S 218 9193 PUV
*21e12d 000 0] SATITAOUL I YILM SSUO JT[] 918 SJRIDOWS(] ‘901Fo ul dwuml], tiim ‘MoN

[0BaLIBA0 TULWILIDA0E 0] 109([q0 pue suonoe sjuspisard oy 01 uonisoddo punore Ajjex
PIMod £o1) meyMm ‘s1eaf BuIRqQ) 913 Sunmp suesnqnday 107 A[reoniod snoagejueape
A[rewadss pasoad ayeredood 0 Sursnyey “ejeradood Ul JOTReI 93oduIod 01 9ANUAOUL
ue ALY santed [Iog ‘uosle 1Xou oyl ut Auofeur B Suinum Jo s0UeyD JusI[eal

B spuels A11ed Isie 9T ST JO IS0 2oulg :, uSredures [enyadiad,, € s[ed 99 souel]
1snuems reonod jeym ur SurSeSus ‘sanjaed ALourt 91 J0B U0 0] ‘peslsuy

‘w1408 senred LAuiolew

d[ey 18173 50111 9T WILA] 0 ST} YOTIUI PBY SBY U0 JAIISU 0F *(90U0 AJUC U8} pur)
siead Inoj wey) axow 1oy Avuapisard o) pue ssa1uo)) Jo sIequIBLD Y10q pey sty Aured
I9IIRT ‘TaAaMOT] ‘TROT 30TUIS "MOT-MOTD] Saambaz Axed Arrofew o se Suruiasos og

*A1110(eW 1] JO [[IM 91} WOIJ ‘ATeSSa09U UayMm

‘syy8n Aqurour 19230ad 03 ST youelq [RIRIpNL a1 JO 2101 o3 Jo 1ied pue ‘ssuo snomdod
s10wW Aq pajeuruop Suteq WOIJ S91L)S IS[BWS 109101d 218Uag 9] Pue a88][0D [BI010H
91, {UISJSAS 91} 01Ul I[INq dIe ArIourul [eoniod a1 I0] SUOTI9]0IJ "SA0GE PIUONUSUL
I SE ‘7uem A9y Jeysm op 1snl seni” 7 Jurofewt 39 03 dn 19 1,USI WAISAS "§[] 9UL,



POLITICO

WHITE HOUSE

GOP shudders as Trump courts Democrats on taxes
The White House outreach threatens to upend months of planning on a party-line
strategy.

By RACHAEL BADE and BURGESS EVERETT | 09/13/2017 06:30 PM EDT | Updated 09/13/2017 07:47 PM EDT

President Donald Trump meets with Democratic and Republican members of Congress, including Democratic Rep.
Josh Gottheimer (left), in the White House on Sept. 13. | Win McNamee/Getty Images

President Donald Trump's courtship of Democrats on tax reform is dividing congressional
Republicans on the merits of a bipartisan bill — and could upend the party-line strategy that White
House and GOP leaders have been pursuing for months.

Trump has talked tax reform with two bipartisan groups of senators and House members since
Tuesday, dining with swing state Democrats and hobnobbing with centrists in the lower chamber.
He told them he wants their votes on a tax bill, even entertaining a Democratic request to raise

taxes on wealthier individuals.

“If they have to go higher, they'll go higher, frankly,” Trump told reporters Wednesday just before
his meeting with the House Problem Solvers Caucus, a cluster of moderate Republicans and
Democrats pushing him for a bipartisan tax bill.

Raising taxes on the rich is the polar opposite of supply-side economics espoused by Republicans.
Indeed, while GOP leaders welcome Democratic votes on tax reform, they're loath to compromise

on key provisions of their plan.

Tax decision-makers in the “Big Six” — House Speaker Paul Ryan, Senate Majority leader Mitch
McConnell, Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin, White House economic adviser Gary Cohn and the
GOP chairmen of the House and Senate tax-writing committees — opted months ago to pursue a

nartiean fav hill all hut sriting nffNamarrate Thaw aim tnniirena tav rafarm wia hndaat




PUSA LEULLAS LLASL Graliy WAE ULLL VVAALAAAE WAL SSLIILULLLILU: LU Y LLILLL LU PFLLD LIS LU LT AL VIL U uu s L

“reconciliation,” a procedural tool that allows them to evade a 60-vote threshold in the Senate,

where the GOP controls just 52 seats.

Now, GOP leaders and conservative lawmakers are warning that a Trump alliance with Democrats

could upend all those plans.
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“It'd be a mistake to assume that if we're going to lose some Republicans that we can make up for it
with a few Democrats,” said Sen. John Thune of South Dakota, the third-ranking Republican.

But that opinion is at odds with the emerging White House sentiment that Democrats could
provide the votes to get a tax bill over the finish line — and perhaps even reach 60 votes in the

Senate.

Skepticism in the House is just as pronounced. It's one thing for Trump to cut a three-month
spending deal with Democrats; overhauling the tax system with the help of the opposition party is

another matter entirely.

“Trump is talking about doing bipartisan stuff with Chuck and Nancy on taxes, and I don't want to
open the door to that until we see what this [GOP] tax plan looks like,” said Rep. Dave Brat (R-Va.).

“If we can reach across the aisle and get them on board, heck yes. But my guess is: They're not
going to be too thrilled about jacking up the supply side.”

Trump suggested Wednesday that the wealthy “will not be gaining at all with this plan,” predicting
that their tax rates will remain “pretty much where they are” or even increase. But Republicans of
all stripes — especially in the Big Six — believe taxes should be reduced across the board.

“We need rates to come down for every American,” said Rep. Andy Barr (R-Ky.). “When you have a
taxpayer that’s a [small business] that might have a $1 million income, that's not $1 million to an
individual person. That's a job-creating small business!”

Not every Republican denounced Trump's comments. After meeting with the president Wednesday
afternoon, Problem Solvers Caucus leader Tom Reed (R-N.Y.) praised Trump for “not worrying

about the extremes on either side of the party.”

“What you saw today was a president who's leading for the American people, and that's what it's
about: getting the deal done,” he said on Fox News.

Some Senate Republicans are also excited by the possibility of a bipartisan deal — even if it would
likely move the bill far to the left of where Republicans would go on their own.

“Why don’t you start with a bipartisan discussion, see if you can find areas of agreement? Which is
the point I made to President Trump ... that was my advice,” said Sen. Ron Johnson (R-Wis. ), who
attended a bipartisan dinner at the White House on Tuesday.

=~ WHITE HOUSE

Teflon Don confounds Democrats
By EDWARD-ISAAC DOVERE




After Republicans failed to repeal Obamacare on their own, top White House officials began
worrying that the chamber wouldn't be able to pass a tax bill on a party-line basis, either. While
they're fine with the Big Six continuing to pursue a GOP tax bill, administration officials believe
they'll need a handful of Senate Democrats to pass legislation and will need to strike a deal at some

point.

Hence the invitation to swing-state Democratic Sens. Heidi Heitkamp of North Dakota, Joe
Donnelly of Indiana and Joe Manchin of West Virginia to dine with Trump on Tuesday — then the
Problem Solvers the day after.

Speaking to reporters at a Christian Science Monitor breakfast Tuesday, White House Director of
Legislative Affairs Marc Short acknowledged as much, saying Trump wanted a bipartisan tax plan

after finding that Republicans were “not reliable” on Obamacare repeal.

“We don't feel like we can assume that we can get tax reform done strictly on a partisan basis,” he
said. “So it is wise for us, not just from a policy perspective but from a vote-counting perspective, to

try to reach out and earn the support of Democrats as well.”

Senate GOP leaders, however, warn that relying on Democrats is short-sighted. Don't expect
Heitkamp, Manchin or Donnelly to come through, they say, if Republicans are three votes short.

Democrats are “never there if you need 'em,” said Sen. Roger Wicker (R-Miss.).

While GOP leaders haven't publicly discouraged Trump from wooing moderate Democrats, they
believe those Democrats are just flirting politically with the president. Many of them are up for
reelection in states that Trump won, so it's in their interest to at least appear open to a deal.

In the end, though, “their fear of political retribution from leadership and their base I think will
make it hard for them” to side with Republicans, said Senate Majority Whip John Cornyn (R-Texas).
“Ihope I'm wrong, but I'm not optimistic.”

- Trump encourages latest Senate effort to repeal Obamacare
By NOLAN D. MCCASKILL

Still, after the Obamacare debacle, some Senate Republicans agree with the White House that
Senate Republicans could come up short if they go the GOP-only route. A number of rank-and-file
members told Politico on Tuesday that it's very possible they’'ll need a handful of Democrats even to

get 50 votes.

“We're going to need some Democratic votes to get this passed, most likely," said Sen. Steve Daines
(R-Mont.). Added Sen. Pat Roberts (R-Kan.): “I don't know of any tax reform bill that could
eventually pass — given the circumstances we faced in our party — without Democratic votes.”

N

—————————————

_——

It's the cost of that support that has Republicans worried.

Trump budget director Mick Mulvaney, a former member of the House Freedom Caucus, told Fox
Business Network on Wednesday that it’s “fair” to assume Democratic buy-in would resultina

watered-down tax plan.
“Ithink the president recognizes that,” he added.

Nancy Cook and Josh Dawsey contributed to this report.
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House Seats in Play in 2018

The midterms might seem far away, but re-election is on members’ minds as they cast voles
this year. The initlal battizground of compelitive House races, as rated by Inside Elections
with Nathan L. Gonzales/Roll Call, is probably too smaii for Democrats to gain the 24 seats
they need for a majority. But there is plenty of time for the playing field to expand.

Lurrent Republicons

Sond Republicen seats 213

Solid Demotratic seats: 179

Oplnlon & Analysls: Vi Gonzales Heard on the Hill Events  Hawkings  White House|

15 Democrats to watch

Race ratings for in-play seats
that went Democratic in 2016

28 Republicans to watch

Race ratings for in-play seats
that went Republican in 2016

3 Toss-up ]

n

0 change
Who's in play?
Seats that went Democratic in 2016 Soals that went Hepublican In 2016
TOSs-UP TOss-up
District Incumbent 2016 vote District Incumbent 2016 vote
Arizona | Tom O'Halleran SO.7% Minnesota 2 Jason Lewis 47.0%
New Hampshire 1 Carol Shea-Porter 44.3% Texas 23 Will Hurd 483%
New Jorsey 5 Josh Gottheimer 51E5
TILY DEMOCRATIC TILT REPUBLICAN
District Incumbent 2016 vole District / Incumbent 2016 vole
Florida 7 Stephanie Murphy 51.5% California 42 Dareell tssa 50.3%
Nevada 3 Jacky Rosen 472% Florida 26 Carlos Curbelo 53.0%
New York 19 Jehn J.Faso S41%
LEAN DEMOCRATIC LEAN REPUBLICAN
District Incumbent 2016 vote District Incumbent 2016 vote
Fiorida 13 Charlie Crist 51.9% California 10 Jelf Denham 51.7%
Minnesota | Tim Walz 50.4% California 25 Steve Knight 5315
Minnesota 7 Collin C. Peterson S25% California 39 Ed Royce 57.2%
Minnesola 8 Rick Nofan 50.3% Colorado & Hike Coffman 50.9%
Geergia 6 Vacaat BL73
lowat Rod Blum 53.8%
Nebraska 2 Don Bacon 48.9%
Mew York 22 Claudia Tennzy 46.5%
Pennsylvania 16 Lloyd K. Smucker 53.8%
Pennsylvania8  Brian Fitzpalrick 54,4%
Virginia 10 Barbara Comstock 52,93

District Incumbent 2016 vote

District Incumbent 2016 vote

242-193 Republican Controlled
with less than 18% approval rating

* 380 of 393 incumbents were re-elected even

* 2016 Dems needed (only got 6)

House of Representatives

Californja 24 Salud Carbajal 53.4% Arizona 2 MarthaE. M¢Sally ™ 57.0%
California 7 Ami Bera SL4% California 21 David Valadao 56.7%
lllinis 10 Brad Schnaider 52.6% California 418 Dana Rohrabacher 58.3%
lowa 2, Dave Loebsack 53.7% fowa 3 David Young 53.5%
Pennsylvania 17 Matt Cartwright 53.8% Kansas 3 Kevin Yoder 5138
Wisconsin 3 Ron Kind uncontested Maina2 Bruca Poliquin 54.8%
4 Minnesota 3 Erik Paulsen 56.9%

' Mew Jersey 7 Leanard Lance 5413

Mew York 24 John Katka 50.6%

Pennsylvania&  Ryan A, Costello 57.23¢

Sources: insida Electizns; Assaciated Press Pennsylvania7  Palrick Meshan 59,50
Texas 7 John Culberson 56.2%

Graphic by Larry Nista,/C0 Rolt Call

78 of 88 Impact Aid Coalition Members back
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Congressional Job Approval

Dems needed 5 to take control..got 2

52-48 Republican Controlled
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ANALYSIS

Americans Prefer Democratic House
Candidates In 2018 ... For Now

July 24, 2017 - 5:00 AMET

i )l DANIELLE KURTZLEBEN

House Minority Whip Steny Hoyer, House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, Rep. Eric Swalwell, Rep. Joe Crowley and Rep.
James Clyburn after Republicans withdrew their health care bill in March.

Drew Angerer/Getly Images

Throughout the Trump presidency, Democrats have had one glimmer of optimism
looking ahead to 2018. Polls continue to show that the party is well ahead of
Republicans on the "generic ballot" — the term for when pollsters ask voters which
party they would like to win the House of Representatives in the next election, or

which party's House candidate they would likely vote for.

Last week, an ABC News/Washington Post poll showed Democrats with a 14-point
lead on the generic ballot. That's one of several polls since May that have shown
Democrats with a double-digit lead in the generic ballot. Altogether, Democrats lead
Republicans by around 9 points in the generic ballot, according to the latest average

from RealClearPolitics.

That's likely encouraging for many Democrats after suffering stinging losses in 2016,

But how big of a deal is that?

One simple (and, admittedly, simplistic) gauge is to look at past performance. In both
2006 and 2008, Democrats went into Election Day with a lead of 9-plus points...and
gained 30 and 23 House seats, respectively, according to data compiled by Kyle
Kondik, managing editor for Sabato's Crystal Ball at the University of Virginia. To win

the House, Democrats would have to win 24 sets next year.



Final RCP | Actual House | Net @
Year | generic ballot | popular vote | change

average differential | in seats
2002 R+1.7 R +4.6 R +8
2004 Tie R+2.6 R+3
2006 D+11.5 D +6.4 D +30
2008 D+9.0 D +10.6 D +23
2010 R+9.4 R +6.6 R +63
2012 R +0.2 D+1.4 D+8
2014 R+2.4 R +5.1 R+13
2016 D +0.6 R+1.1 D +6

1 & Kyle Kondik
S @Ikkondik

¥ Follow

House generic ballot in RCP vs. seats gained, 2002-2016. Note
where it was in 2006-2008, when Dems took and built on House

majority
10:10 AM - Apr 14, 2017
©4 M1z Os

This, of course, comes with the usual caveats of any well-ahead-of-time midterm
election story: we're still 15 months from Election Day 2018, lots could change and so
on. But the point here is that nine points has in the past translated to a wave of House

seat gains for Democrats.

On top of all that, there are a couple of other encouraging signs for Democrats: for
example, in midterm elections, there is almost always a backlash against the party in

power in the White House.

The President’s Party Almost Always Loses House Seats In Mid-
Term Elections

Democrats weathered some heavy losses while President Obama was in office, losing 63 seats in 2010 and 13 in 2014. I's
typical for the president's party to lose House seats in mid-term elections...and when it does manage 1o make gains, those gains

tend to be small.

+20

-80

| ! 13 i EE l £ LY R R N YT T
1934 1938 1942 1946 1950 1954 1958 1962 1966 1970 1974 1978 1982 1986 1990 1994 1998 2002 2006 2010 20

Source: The American Presidency Projact at the University of California, Santa Barbara
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Since 1934, the:president's party has only ever gained House seats in a midterm three
times, according to data from the University of California Santa Barbara's American
Presidency Project. And those gains are always small; they are never as big as the

sometimes-massive losses that presidents' parties suffer in midterms.

Trump's low appl*qval rating — right now, at around 37 percent, according to Gallup —

could be an additional source of hope for Democrats as well. But as FiveThiﬂyEight'g

Harry Enten noted earlier this year, the correlation between approval rating and

House seat gains is "rough."

(And as with the generic ballot numbers, Trump's approval rating could turn around

in the next year-and-a-quarter.)

One potential — but surmountable — hurdle for Democrats is that, altogether, House

seats skew more Republican than the nation as a whole.

"[Democrats] are going to have to win some seats that are more Republican than the
. o T

national average," Kondik told NPR. "Which I think they can do; it happens in

midterm elections all the time," he continued.

Kondik provided data illustrating this. For recent election years, he determined the
median House district in terms of presidential performance — that is, if you rank
districts from the most Democratic to the most Republican in terms of presidential

votes, the median is the 218th out of 435, or the exact middle district.

What he found is that in 2004, 2008, 2012 and 2016 the median House district was
more Republican than the total national performance was. In 2016, for example, the
median district was Iowa's First District. Trump won that district by 3.8 points, while

the rest of the nation voted for Clinton by 2.2 points — a six-point differential.

Median House Districts Tend To Be More Republican Than The
Nation

In the last four presidential election
For example, in 2016, the median district in terms of presidential vote chose Donald Trump ove
e, Ihe nation preferred Clinton over Trump by 2.2 points. Altogether, that's a six-point advantage for Republicans

s, the median House district has tended to vote more Republican than the nation as a whole.
r Hillary Clinton by a margin of 3.8

points. Meanwhil

in that district.
YEAR DISTRICT DISTRICT PRESIDENTIAL MARGIN NATIOMAL PRESIDENTIAL MARGIN DIFFERENCE
2004 IL-11 | R +-7.4 R+24 R +5
2008 NC‘B.- D+5 D+7.4 R+2.4
2012 WA-3 | R+1.8 D +4 . R+58
v '
2016 1A-1 ‘ R+3.8 D+22 R +6

Source: Kyle Kondik, Universily of Virginia

Credit: Danielle Kurizleben/NPR



That might seem like a good sign for the GOP for 2018, but not necessarily — in 2004,
for example, the median district was 5 points more Republican (by this measure) than

the nation was. But in 2006, Democrats nevertheless picked up 23 seats.

And yet: there are a few reasons why Americans' seeming preference for a Democratic

House shouldn't get Democrats too excited just yet.

One is the simple henefits of incumbency. In any given race, the incumbent often has
natural advantages in terms of fundraising potential and name recognition.

Considering that Republicans hold more districts than Democrats, that's one simple

hurdle to retaking the House for Democrats.

It's also true that votes don't necessarily equal seats. In every election since 2010,
Democrats have won a smaller share of congressional seats than votes. This is a

relatively new trend — as the Brookings Institution found in November, Democrats

used to regularly win a "seats bonus."

In other words, even assuming Democrats lead decisively in the generic ballot in
November 2018, and assuming that lead translates to a greater vote share, it won't

necessarily mean a similarly sizable gain in House seats.

And, of course, it is more than 15 months until Election Day 2018. At this point in
2013, Democrats had a lead of around 3.5 points in the generic ballot. They would go
on to slip behind Republicans by around 2.4 points just before Election Day 2014 —

and lose 13 seats.

One final point: Democrats generally have a tougher time turning out voters in

midterms than Republicans do.

Tt's true that recent special elections in Georgia, Kansas and Montana showed that

Democrats could mobilize — if not win — in some heavily Republican districts.

But at Jeast for now, Democrats nationwide don't look particularly energized for 2018.
While Democrats lead by 14 points in the generic ballot, Trump supporters, in
particular, are far more likely than Democrats to say they are "absolutely certain" to
vote in midterms, as the Washington Post's Mike DeBonis and Emily Guskin wrote.
Seventy-two percent of Trump supporters said this, compared to 65 percent of all

Republicans and Republican-leaners, and just 57 percent of Democrats and Democrat-

leaners.
y

So once again, even if Americans prefer Democratic House candidates in November

2018, it won't mean a thing if those people don't get out to their polling places.
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Don’t Be April Fooled: Public is Better

03/31/2017 04:21 pm ET

DANGER

APRIL FOOLS

It's April Fools Day, which reminds me: Donald Trump and Betsy DeVos want us to think that private schools are better,
not just for rich folks like them, but for everyone else too— Just like with Paul Ryan and health care. Don't be fooled. It is

a ruse. Public is better!

Growing up, | knew the meaning of private places. Private places were about gates, both physical and de facto. Private
meant, “Keep out!” Private schools were not for me, but for somecne else. Private clubs were for someone else. Private
roads were for someone else. | understood that the people who were saying, “Stay on your side of the gate,” were
usually rich and Christian, and always White. That meant not me as a Jew. | knew for certain that it also meant, not for
Blacks and not for poor folks. Sometimes, private meant no women. The message was always clear: “We do not want
you around us!" }
i
i

As a nation, we need to be better than that.

Make no mistake. The folks inside the gates of privilege aim to stay there. However, to do so they need the rest of us to
believe three things: First, that they have privileges because they deserve them and the rest of us do not; Second, that
there Is a chance, however slim, that a few of us just might get inside and become privileged too; Third, having just a
few folks inside the gates and the rest of us outside is the way things are and always will be.

Unfortunately, in the minds of some of those standing outside the gates looking in, private Implies, “That's Better than
what I have. | want that too.” Growing up, | also knew about some outside folks who managed to slip inside the gate. |
grew to despise them because once inside they chose to identify with their former gatekeepers. They did not join
struggles to remove gates or to make things better for everyone.

The ruse Is clear, so we would be fools to believe it. The so-called replacement for the ACA called for less coverage
and lower taxes for the wealthy. Having more coverage and less taxes is simply not possible. Similarly, Trump's budget
calls for more money for vouchers, less money for the US Department of Education and, of course, tax cuts for the
wealthy. Neither of these plans Is about those outside the gates having the same cholces or services as the wealthy.
Privatization is never about spreading the wealth.

If we want a country in which the greatest good for the greatest number of people is a high priority, public is better. |
think most folks think so too. That's why we have public schools, roads and bridges, police, firefighters, parks, Social
Security, Medicare, and Medicald Just to hame a few public services. These are common-good actlvities that we cannot
afford as individuals, so we share the costs. Not everyone goes to school, but we all benefit from an educated citizenry.
Not everyone drives, but without good road and bridges, we would all suffer. Some of us are not old and in need of




extra medical care, but we might be someday. Cost sharing brings broad access. It makes economic sense, For most of

us, it is also a moral responsibility.

Most folks understand that without such public (aka government) programs most of our lives would be less bearable.
That's why Republicans got so much flack when they tried to reverse the clock on the progress made by the Affordable
Care Act (ACA). That's why Democrats and Republicans alike got so many calls to oppose the nomination of Betsy
DeVos, a privatization champion, as Secretary of Education. That’s why private school voucher advocates think up truth-
deflecting, disingenuotis names like, “Opportunity Scholarships.” That's why privatizers started to call the Affordable
Care Act, Obamacare— easier to drum up opposition to a person than to affordable medical care.

Most of us understand that if such services are privatized— if they become a competitive businesses trying to make a
profit— privilege and inequality will surely follow. Think about the difference between a public service such as the New
York City subway and air travel. We all pay the same fare on the subway, have equal access to the same seat, and
either benefit or suffer from the same good or bad service. No privilege. If we want It to be better, we need 1o make it
better for everyone. The wealthy can still hire private limousine drivers, but no one proposes limo vouchers or tax

credits as the solution for transporting millions of New Yorkers each day.

Alternatively, think about private airlines. Extra fees buy comfort (and maybe even food). The boarding process makes it
clear; It's Flrst Class first, then business class, and finally coach. Airlines have figured out that sorting peopie by their
ability to pay is profitable. But it does not improve overall service. '

In the subway example, we are citizens. With the airlines, we are customers. Sure, we pay a fare to ride on the subway,
but the route to cleaner, safer, more on time train rides is as voting citizens and better public funding. As customers on
the plane, the choices are either pay more or pick another airline with the same basic rules. Competition among airlines
has us scrambling on the Internet for access to an artificially limited number of cheaper seats, but not improved overall
quality. The magic of the market gives us smaller, more crowded seating, extra charges for luggage, and fewer, if any,
snacks for those who can only afford coach fare. The sorting mechanism of the market brings comfort for the wealthy

and profits for airlines.

The same is true for education. The wealthy send their children to expensive private schools. The ga‘res are high and
locked. Vouchers will not change that. Admission is a privi[lege. With vouchers, no one has to go to school or learn to
live'with anyone they deem undesirable or too different. That Is bad for the common good.

In addition, most private schools cost more than the average per pupil expenditures in public schools and more than
any direct voucher or tax credit can offer. Those privaie schools are not building new additlons or opening their gates.

Even if every current education tax dollar were converted to vouchers the fundamental ldea tha’t wealth buys prlwlege

would not change. As with medrcal care, the privatizers propose cuts in education funding and cuis in taxes for the

wealthy.

Even if every current education tax dollar were converted to vouchers, the fundamental idea that wealth buys privilege
would not change. As with medical care, the privétizers propose cuts in education funding and cuts in taxes for the

wealthy.
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Badass Teachers Association

This is for every teacher who refuses to be blamed for the failure of our society Lo erase poverty and inequality, and refuses Lo accept
assessments, tests and evaluations imposed by those who have contempt for real teaching und learning.

[ Sunday, Septembar 17, 2017
Top 10 Reasons Public Schools are the BEST Choice for Children, Parents &
Communities by Steven Singer

& —

Originally posted at: htipsz.'!gadfiyonthewaUblog.wordpress.com12017m911gﬁnp—1 0-reasons-public-schools-are-the-best-choice-for-
children-parents-communities/

Everywhere you look today yow'll find prefits prophets of doom bemoaning the quality of our public school
system,

We've got too many failing schools, they say. The only thing to do is to invest in private and privatized
institutions — vouchers, charters, ANYTHING but public.

But as education professors Christopher and Sarah Lubienski wrote in their landmark book “The Public
School Advantage: Why Public Schools Outperform Private Schools” there’s little evidence behind the
hype. Public schools ave far from perfect, but even given their deficiencies, they have benefits that far
outweigh those of privatized schools. Indeed, market-based educational reform, wrote the Lubienskis, is
“increasingly a belief system rather than a policy theory.”

Privatized schools are sometimes great at boosting standardized test scores, but when it comes
to authentic indicators of student learning, they often fall well behind their traditional public school
counterparts.

And when you stop to consider things like finances, accountability, self-governance, social justice and life-
long learning, then public schools prove themselves to be a much better choice than any privatized system.

Clearly we're speaking in generalitics here. Every school — public or privatized — is different. But there is
enough commonality to identify certain trends between each type of school to make general conclusions
about each category. In short, despite any media or political propaganda to the contrary, public schools
come out on top.

Here are the top 10 reasons public schools are the best choice for children, families and communities

1) Public Schools Attract the Best Teachers

When choosing a school for your children, you want them to have the best teachers possible. You want
life-long, committed educators — people who entered the profession as a calling, who dedicate their lives
to young people.




This is not the case at many charter or private schools. Their teachers often don’t have the same high level
of education, experience, or commitment. In many states, they aren’t required to earn a 4-year degree
from an accredited college, they routinely have less experience and higher turnover.

Compare that with public schools. With rare exceptions, teachers must have at least one bachelors degree
in a specialized education field, and many have masters degrees or more. In addition, teacher turnover is
much lower. This is partly because public school teachers usually earn a higher salary than those at
privatized schools. (It’s still not comparable with professionals in other fields with similar levels of
education, but it's hetter than they get at privatized schools.) In addition they have higher job satisfaction
because of increased union membership, which enables greater stability and helps create a safer
workplace for teachers and their students.

Think about it. If you were one of the best teachers in the country, wouldn’t you want to work where you
get the highest salary and benefits? Of course!

2) Public Schools Have a Greater Sense of Community

Most public schools have been around for a long time. They are the heart of the communities they serve.
They do so much more than just teach children. They host continuing education courses for adults,
extracurricular activities, sporting events, academic clubs, public swimming pools, open libraries, and
invite the community for local events, concerts, seminars, etc.

This is rarely the case at privatized schools. Charters and private institutions are often fledgling startups.
They're located in rented office spaces, renovated store fronts and other locations chosen more for their
cost benefits to investors and not for their efficacy as places of education or community outreach.

Public schools have histories that go back generations. Everyone in the community knows the teachers
who work there. Parents often send their kids to the same educators who taught them when they were
young, Sonietimes this goes back to grandparents and even great grandparents. Older brothers can advise
younger sisters what it was like to have this teacher or that principal. The kinds of relationships you get at
public school just aren’t there at institutions that model themselves on big box stores like WalMart and

Target.

3) Public Schools Increase Educational Cholce

Privatizers often talk about charters and voucher schools as if they are the only places that offer parents
and students choice. It's simply untrue, Many public school districts offer a tremendous amount of
alternatives for students living in their neighborhoods. Larger urban districts often have magnet or theme
schools. But even beyond that, most schools offer a wide variety of classes and curriculum. Students can
take foreign languages, vo-tech, arts and humanities, independent studies, and advanced placement or
college credit courses. Students can take advantage of a plethora of services designed to personalize their
academic experience to meet their individual needs with special and gifted education, even choosing
which teachers are the best fit for their learning styles.

Obviously, these options increase with the degree of wealth in a community, but they prove that increasing
choice doesn’t have to mean privatization. It means equitable funding.

4) Public Schools Have Greater Diversity

Students learn a lot more than reading, writing and arithmetic in school. They also learn how to deal with

different kinds of people — they learn to share this world with other humans from various racial, ethnic,
religious, and sexual backgrounds, The more diverse an environment they grow up in, the more well-
adjusted they will be for the adult world, and the less racist, sexist and prejudiced they’ll probably become.




Public schools are often a sea of diversity. They are the best place to meet the entire spectrum of
humanity. On the other hand, charter and voucher schools are routinely segregated and homogenous.
Sometimes privatized schools make efforts to fight against this, but you can’t make much headway when
your entire system is based on sorting out the underprivileged in favor of white, affluent children whose
parents can afford tuition (private schools) or poor black but high achieving children (charter schools).

5) Public Schools Are More Fiscally Responsible

Public schools spend their money more wisely than privatized schools. They have to! Their records are an
open book. All the spending decisions happen in public view. And the law requires that all expenses must
relate to educating children.

Privatized schools rarely do this, and if they do, it’s by choice not necessity. They could close their books
any day, make whatever decisions they like behind closed doors and layout bundles of cash for their CEOs
or investors. Privatized schools ave for-profit. Even when they aren't explicitly labeled as such, they
usually operate in the same way — cut student services to increase the bottom line. Their explicit goal is to
make money off your child — not simply earn a middle class income like public schools. No, they want to
get rich off of your dime.

Privatizers buy mansions and yachts with vour money. Public school teachers pay off their mortgages. And
in the rare instances where public school employees break the law and try to embezzle funds, they are
much more likely to be caught because the books are right there for all to see.

6) Public Schools Are More Reliable

When you send your child to most privatized schools, you never really know if it's going to be there
tomorrow. Charter schools often close without a moments notice, Private schools declare bankruptcey.

If there’s one thing you can be reasonably sure of, it's that your neighborhood public school will still be
there. It's been there for decades, sometimes hundreds of years, Charter and voucher schools are often fly-
by-night affairs. Public schools are solid bedrock. If public schools close, it’s only after considerable public

comment and a protracted political process. No one ever shows up to find the local public school chained
shut. Not the same at charters or private schools.

7) Public Schools Have Greater Ci 1o

Charter and vouchers schools don’t have to accept your child. Public schools do.

When you enroll in a privatized school, the choice is all up to administrators, Is your child a safe bet? Can
they let your little one in without breaking the bank? Will he or she make the school look good with better
test scores? Will he or she be easy to educate?

Public schools, on the other hand, have a commitment to educating every child who lives in the district.
They even take homeless children, Only under the most extreme circumstances would they expel a young
person. No matter who your offspring is, no matter how good or bad a student, public school operators
have faith they can help the youngster succeed.

8) You Have Ownership of Public Schools
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fact, you're the boss.
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Public schools are Tun by your friends, neighbors and co-workers. Privatized schools are most often run by
appointed boards of directors who are not beholden to you but to the investors. As education blogger Peter
Greene puts it, “Ihe charter is a business, run by people who don’t ever have to let you into their board
room.”

In addition, many public schools go beyond even this level of parental involvement. They more often have
PTAs or PTOs. They have advisory councils where elected parents, teachers and community members can
work together to advise the school board on important maters like hiring superintendents. If parents and
the community want a voice, the public school system is overflowing with options. Ironically, the
community rarely has any say over privatized schools and parents can only vote with their feet.

9) Public Schools Provide More Amenities

Public schools routinely offer so much more than privatized schools. At many charter and voucher
schools, parents are required to buy supplies for the whole institution. Public schools accept donations
and sometimes teachers ask for help, but if parents can’t (or won't) send in peneils or tissues, the school
provides it gratis. And even when the district is cheap in this regard, teachers often make up the
difference from their own pockets. It's not right that they have to do so, but they constantly step up for
your children.

Moreover, public schools offer a much expanded range of services for your children than privatized
schools, Special education and gifted programs are first rate at public schools while often intermittent or
nonexistent at privatized schools. And the requirements put on parents at public schools are much lower —
less restrictive dress codes, fewer demands on parents’ time and they take a greater responsibility for your
children.

Heck, private schools rarely even pay for transportation. Public schools offer a free ride via the school bus
from home and back again.

10) Public Schools Match or Outperform Privatized Schools

When it comes to academic performance, comparisons all come down to what data you think is indicative
of student learning and which factors you exclude. You can find plenty of studies funded by privatizers
that unsurprisingly conclude their backers business model is the best. However, when you look at peer
reviewed and nonpartisan studies, the story changes.

The Lubienskis, in particular, paint an extremely compelling picture of public school superiority based on
numerous complex statistical models including hierarchical linear modeling and multivariate regression.
In short, the authors conclude that after accounting for the demographic differences among various school
sector populations, traditional public school students outperform those at private schools over time.
Students typically enter public schools with much greater degrees of poverty than those entering private
schools. As such; public school students start with greater academic deficiencies. Even so, public schools
are able to make up for these deficiencies over time more easily than privatized schools. And by fourth
grade, public school students actually have greater academic success than their demographically similar
peers at private or charter schools. The Lubienskis call it “The Public School Effect.”

With all these benefits, you’d think we’d be cheering on our public school system, not denigrating it.
However, the failing schools narrative sells a lot of people on privatized alternatives. But it’s not fact. It's
marketing,.

It's time someone explicitly outlined the benefits of our public schools. We could be doing a lot more to
help make them even better. But the first step is recognizing what an asset these schools alveady are.

Public schools. thev're what happens when we value children over profit.
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__The Public School — Private/Charter School Check List

Service or Practice

Local School Board Control of
Schools

Private or Charter

Public School

Compliance with State and
Federal Policles and Rules

Protections based Federal
and State Laws and
Regulations

Certificated classroom
teachers and building
administrators

Trained and qualified support
staff

Subject Offerings

Learning opportunities

Remedial Services

Gifted Program
Opportunities

Drama and Music
Opportunities

Special clubs and service
arganizations

Individual and team sports

Transportatlon and Food
services

Certificated support services,
e.g., counseling, guidance

Certificated teachers and
support staff for special
needs students

Equipped science labs at the
high school

Organized subject matter
from basics to advanced
levels
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